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Ephesian 4:1-5
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk 
in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in all.
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Seeking 
Undenominational 
Christianity
The Churches of Christ



What to do with Differences?
• Some refused to split with their brothers over the 

issues and ill feelings caused after the war.
• T. B Larimore – Educator and Traveling Evangelist

operating Mars Hill Academy (Bible College)
• Never personally supported the Missionary Society  

or instrumental music in worship but refused to 
declare publicly on the issues because he believed 
the body of Christ should not divide over such matters.

• He saw his duty to proclaim the good news of the N. T. and had 
nothing to do with questions over which “the wisest and best 
of men disagreed.”

• Don’t make a test on fellowship anything not a salvation issue.
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Discussion
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• How can a group that began as a unity movement splinter?
• How could significant differences between the Stone and 

Campbell groups be overcome for unity in 1832 while 
seemingly less important issues cause division by 1906?

• If the doctrines at the heart of the gospel always center on 
Christ, how can issues that do not divide us?

• Can we fellowship with those who disagree with us on the 
issues discussed in this lesson? On other issues? What 
would that look like?



Growth of the Church of Christ “Denomination” 
• 1906 census listed Churches of Christ as 158,658 members.

• Disciples of Christ had 982,701 members (mainly in the North).
• 1916 census reported 317,937 members.
• 1926 census reported 435,714 members.
• By 1941 estimates grew to 6000,000.
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Disciples of Christ
• 1920-1960 Split

• The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
• Theologically more liberal. Polity.
• Educational Institutions: TCU, Transylvania University, Elon 

University, Bethany College, etc.
• A major portion joined with the Evangelical and Reformed 

Churches in 1957 to form the United Church of Christ.
• Independent Christian Churches 

(Christian Churches/ Churches of Christ)
• More conservative. Congregational.
• Educational Institutions: Milligan University, Johnson University.
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What is a Denomination?
Webster Definition
• Denomination: NAME, DESIGNATION
• A religious denomination is a subgroup within a 

religion that operates under a common name, 
tradition, and identity, beliefs and practices. 

• Synonyms: Sect



What makes a Church a Denomination?
• A religious group is a denomination if it wears a 

distinctive name which “denominates” if and 
separates it from others seeking to follow Christ

• A religious group is denominational if it possess a 
sectarian attitude.

• It may or may not have a legislative or executive 
organization, an authoritative creed, or a basic 
doctrine that is extrabiblical.

Taken from “Redigging the Wells,” Monroe Hawley



What is a sectarian attitude?

Webster Definition
Sectarian: characteristic of a sect; limited in 
character of scope; narrow or bigoted.
Sectarian Attitude: excessive devotion to a 
particular sect, especially in religion.
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A Sectarian Spirit Begins in Churches of Christ
• Three Traditions Develop

• The Texas Tradition
• Led by the Austin McGary or Firm Foundation out of 

Austin, TX.
• Pushed a sectarian agenda which demanded unity on 

many fronts as a prerequisite for fellowship.
• The Missouri Tradition 

• Led by Daniel Sommer of the Octographic Review out 
of Indy.

• Opposed Sectarianism of Texas and Institutionalism of 
the Tennesseans and pushed for separation from both.
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A Sectarian Spirit Begins in Churches of Christ
• Three Traditions Develop

• The Tennessee Tradition (Or NBS Tradition)
• Led by David Lipscomb of the Gospel Advocate and 

James A. Harding of The Way (both the NBS). 
• Tried to discuss the issues in a matter of fact even 

tone without attacking others. 
• Promoted avoidance of Sectarianism.
• Article by J. N. Armstrong in The Way titled “United 

Yet Divided” in 1902 is an appeal to think about and 
practice unity in diversity. Commitments to unity 
transcend their disagreements.
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A Sectarian Spirit Begins in Churches of Christ
• Issues Debated

• Rebaptism of those who had been immersed but 
without the understanding of remission of sins 
versus “right had of fellowship.

• Institutionalsim – Christian Schools, Orphanages
• “Laying on of hands” in appointment of elders, 

deacons, and evangelists.
• Introduction of innovations: hymnbooks, 

projectors, church buildings, Sunday Schools.
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A Sectarian Spirit Begins in Churches of Christ
• Issues Debated (Cont.)

• One cup/alcohol in communion.
• Involvement in civil government
• Premillennialism

• Other debaters:
• Foy Wallace
• G. C. Brewer
• R. H. Boll

• Being right on the issues was a test of 
fellowship for some.
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Discussion
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• What factors led many to believe that members of the 
Churches of Christ were the only Christians?
• Is it true?
• Do many today still believe this?

• What are some dangers of developing our beliefs and 
theology through debates?
• Where debates helpful or harmful?



Thank you
Tom Rucker​
Hardin Valley Church of Christ
ruckert@frontiernet.net
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