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1.
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
And we pray that all unity may one day be re-stored:
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

Words and Music by: Peter Scholtes
Copyright © 1966 by F. E. L. Assigned 1991 to The Lorenz Corporation.
All Rights Reserved. International copyright secured.
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2.
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land:
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

2 – They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love

Words and Music by: Peter Scholtes
Copyright © 1966 by F. E. L. Assigned 1991 to The Lorenz Corporation.
All Rights Reserved. International copyright secured. PaperlessHymnal.com
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3.
We will work with each other, we will work side by side,
We will work with each other, we will work side by side,
And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride:
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

3 – They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love

Words and Music by: Peter Scholtes
Copyright © 1966 by F. E. L. Assigned 1991 to The Lorenz Corporation.
All Rights Reserved. International copyright secured. PaperlessHymnal.com
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2 Corinthians 13:11-12
11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort
one another, agree with one another, live in peace; and 
the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one 
another with a holy kiss.
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2 Corinthians 13:11-12
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be thankful.
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The Great Divide of the Civil War
• Other religious bodies suffered division during the years 

leading up to the Civil war.
• Southern and Norther Baptists, Southern and Norther 

Methodist, Presbyterian Church in the United States 
(“Southern Presbyterian Church”).

• In 1866, Moses Lard, prominent Missouri preacher and 
editor in 1866, admitted in his Journal the war 
had “cooled many an ardent feeling and caused
old friends to regard one another a little shyly.” 

• Yet he insisted the war had caused no division 
in our ranks.
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The Great Divide of the Civil War
• But the war caused significant friction in the movement 

that had lasting impacts after it was over.
• By 1860, there were 1200 congregations in the 

North and 800 in the South, many in border states.
• Though many difficult political and social issues 

fueled the conflict, at the heart was slavery and race.
• Both Stone and Campbell opposed slavery but were 

also opposed to abolitionism.
• Stone freed his slaves in 1804 and was a supporter of 

the American Colonization Society for several years.
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The Great Divide of the Civil War
• Campbell detailed his position in 1845 in the 

Millennial Harbinger
• He explained why slavery must not divide the churches.
• Though opposing the institution, he seemed to be 

defending its existence in most of the articles. Why?
• Campbell’s attempt to state a “moderate” 

position that would de-fuse tension over 
the issue only seemed to make people of 
both sides mad.
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The Great Divide of the Civil War
• Various other preachers took strong positions on 

one side and the other.
• Pardee Butler (abolitionist) and James Shannon (pro-slavery) 

were perhaps the most outspoken.
• What do you think each sides arguments were?
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David Lipscomb 
led a group asking 

for noncombat 
status, 1862

Union Military 
Governor Andrew 
Johnson refused.

No violence, no sword, no bitterness or 
wrath can [Christians] use. The spread 
of the peaceful principles of the Savior 
will draw men out of the kingdoms of 

earth into the kingdom of God.



The American Christian Missionary Society
• Located in Cincinnati, OH., when the war began, southerners 

were no longer able to come to meetings.
• Many of the leaders in the movement refused to indorse 

either side in the war.
• Because outsiders began to question the loyalty to the Union 

of the ACMS and the churches it represented, there was a 
proposal in 1861 to pass a resolution of support the Union.

• Because many thought the ACMS should not participate in 
political resolutions, they had to call a 
10-min recess so they could pass it in a
mass meeting instead of as the ACMS.
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The American Christian Missionary Society
• Tolbert Fanning, in Nashville had been urging Southern Christians 

to stay out of the conflict. He took the resolution to mean the 
ACMS was encouraging its supporters to join the Union Armies and 
murder Southerners. 

• Fanning was clear that unless those who passed the resolution 
repented, he could not regard them as brothers.

• Pressure on the ACMS continued from a rival missionary society 
and in 1863 a resolution was passed by the society itself.

• The actions in 1861 and 1863 politically aligned the 
ACMS with the north.

• David Lipscomb said in 1866 the ACMS had committed a 
great wrong against the church and the cause of God.
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Discussion
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• In what sense did the Stone-Campbell movement avoid 
division during the Civil War era?

• In what sense did the Stone-Campbell movement divide 
during the Civil War era?

• How could the division connected with the 
Civil War have been avoided?

• Should Christians and churches become 
involved in the political and social issues of 
the day? Why or why not?
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