Questions of Salvation




o - What does it mea
to be saved?

N l
. Deliverance from

danger or suffering
. Rescue

.Saved from whate
.Saved for whate

What Is Salvation?¢




Salvation from What and For What?¢

e A salvation 7o rrsin and the rath of God
e A salvation o r eternal life

» A salvation i< life in the kingdom and fellowship with
God

WHAT IS

Salvation?




Do We have a
Choice In
Salvation?¢

-Do we make a
choice to be
savede

Or

-Has the choice
already been made
by God¢




St. Augustine

» Augustine of Hipo (354-430 A.D.)

» In his early writings, Augustine taught predestination based upon
God’s foreknowledge. Later In "The City of God," The mature
Augustine promoted predestination based upon God's
autonomous and inscrutable choice.

» Augustine argued that fallen man still has a free will but has lost his
moral liberty; i.e. the state of original sin leaves us in the wretched
condition of being unable to refrain from sinning.
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The Swiss Reformation

» John Calvin (1509-1564 A.D.)

» Believed the Bible was the infallible guide for the church but
believed it could be properly interpreted only by the elect

» Accepted the teaching of Augustine that the will of man is
depraved and the doctrine of predestination

» While Augustine taught God permits people to be damned,
Calvin stressed God “decreed” their condemnation and the
number could not be increased or decreased.
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T OTAL DEPRAVITY

U NCONDITIONAL
ELECTION

L IMITED ATONEME

I RRESISTIBLE GRACE

P ERSEVERANCE OF \
THE SAINTS




The Swiss Reformation (Cont.)

» Jacob Arminius (1560-1609 A.D.) ol

» In the University of Leyden, Arminius began to teach that Calvin's
emphasis on bondage of the human will, irresistible grace,
predestination and election were not according to Scripture.

» He emphasized man’'s freedom of choice among churches in the
Netherlands. He said freedom exists only where there is a power
of choice.

» He also reasoned since God would only will what is right, that his
will was restricted by justice.
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The Swiss Reformation (Cont.)

» Conflict between Calvinism and Arminianism was a source of
division among believers then and continues to be now.

5/21/2024



Can God's God Do Anything He o=
(Is God Sovereign) ¢
* Psalm 115:3

“Qur God is in the heavens; he T
does all that he pleases.” :

« What does that mean?

*+ God < r-hasfreewilltodo  aypi SOVEREIGNTY & MAN'S CHOICE
“Irr/ininc he chooses.

« Why?




as Goa to Allow Mankind to make
Certain ¢

« Genesis 2:15-16

15> The Lord God took the man and put
him in the garden of Eden to work it and
keep it. '* And the Lord God commanded §
the man, saying. “You may surely eat of
every tree of the garden, '/ but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of &
it you shall surely die." '




Has God Chosen 1o Allow Mankind to

make Certain Choicese

» Why did God give Adam and Eve a choice by placing the
tree in the garden and giving them a command which they
could either obey or not?

» What glory can a robot give to its maker when it only does
what has been programed to do?

» Can our choices bring glory and honor to Gode




Has God Allowed Mankind to make Certain Choices?

« Deuteronomy 30:19
| call heaven and earth to withess against you today, that |
have = ©=ior= you life and death, blessing and curse.
Therefore < o052 life, that you and your offspring may live,

I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU

4
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Has God Allowed Mankind to make Certain Choicese

e JOoshua 24:15

And if it is evil iIn your eyes
to serve the Lord, o=
this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods
your fathers served inthe ==
region beyond the River,or =
the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you dwell. But

as for me and my house,

we will serve the Lord.”

Cl-oost jou {'LIS claj

“whom ye will scrvc
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Can God's Choice be Affected by Our Choice®?

e Matthew 23:37

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to it! How
gathered your children together as a hen gathers

her brood under her wings, and you were not !”
/ ',“ | . }l ;JII:

JESUS’ LAMENT



Can God's Choice be Aftected by Our Choice®e

» If God can do anything he wants, and he wanted to gather
Jerusalem's children to him, why didn't he?

» God chose to give them the choice to go against his will.

» So ourc
God's C
» God's c

those who choose to have |
faith in him. ey

noice can affect

. S
noice. (&€ \\
hoice is to choose | ﬁ\

JESUS’ LAMENT

MATTHEW 23:37-39



as God Chosen Certain People for Adoption®e
* Ephesians 1:3-5
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he US
IN him , that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love ° he

us for adoption to himself as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the O

' :
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Has God Chosen Certain People for Adoption?

> |s God's choice arbitrary or is it based on our choice?¢

> |f it is based on our choice, how can it be from before the
foundation of the world?




e Romans 8:28-30 Y]

28 And we know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are
according to his purpose. %’ For those whom he
he also to be conformed to the
Image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers. 3¢ And those whom he
he also , and those whom he
he also justified, and those whom he justified he also
glorified.
« What is the basis of God's predestination and callinge¢



Meaning of *Predesiine”

» tpoopllw — proorizo = to decide beforehand; to determine
before

» What was the determination/decision based on¢
» Mpoywvwokw - proginosko = to know before
» Those God knew before he determined before to choose.

» What did God know before about those he chose?

» If we are saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8), is it our
choice to have faith?



las God Made It Possible for Everyone to be
Savede

* 1 John 2:1-2
My little children, | am writing & J‘WL

these things to you so that you & " Wi ...
may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an

advocate with the Father,

| \ L
e ) \ N\
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Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He IR geveseraims
is the propitiation for our sins, NSt o
and not for ours only but also  SRESSEHR

-1John 2:2

for the sins of the /riel= wicrlel,



as God Made It Possible for Everyone to be

Saved?
e John 3:16-18
“For God so loved the , that he gave his only Son,
that INn him should not perish but have

eternal life. 'Y For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but In order
might be saved through him. '8
IN him is not condemned, but
IS condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only Son of God.”



Has God Made It Possible for Everyone to

be Savede

> Did Jesus die as a means
of salvation only for the
church?¢

> |If God chose to make it

impossible for some people gy L TEen
to be saved, Why did he S & ;Igr?o?fﬂr;;({?r%%é
send Jesus to die for them?@¢ " FOR THE SINS OF THE

WHOLE WORLD.

=1John 2:2



Does God want Everyone to be Saved?

e | Timothy 2:3-4
3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our

Savior, 4 who desires to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth.
e 2 Peter 2:9

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you,
1, but that
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