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C. Two major futurist schools of thought:

1. Darbyites (John N. Darby, founder of
Plymouth Brethren). Perspective is
referred to as “dispensational
futurists.”

a. Human history is divided into seven
dispensations, affirming that in each
God acts based on a particular

principle:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Innocence
Conscience

Human government
Promise

Law

(* Grace)

Kingdom



b. Distinct doctrines of dispensational
futurists:

(1) Jesus intended to establish a
literal, physical rule on earth.

(2) John referred to this saying “at
hand.”

(3) Jewish rejection of Jesus caused
him to postpone establishment of
the kingdom until the second
advent.

(4) The church established as
substitute for the kingdom.

(5) The church age will end with stage
one of second advent: rapture.

(6) Public stage of second advent will
follow the rapture by seven years:
“the Revelation.”

(7) Antichrist will rule the earth seven
years, producing “Babylon.”




(8) When Jews are restored to Palestine,

(9)

the Antichrist will enter covenant with
them to restore their worship. Temple
will be rebuilt and the ten tribes will be
gathered for reinstatement of the
sacrificial system.

Many will come to faith in this time but
not a portion of the church: the “tribula-
tion saints.”

(10) Antichrist will violate covenant after

(11)

(12)

three and a half years demanding
worship.

Intense persecution will ensue for
three and a half years, nearly over-
whelming the saints when Jesus will
appear for the second stage of the
second advent.

Antichrist will be destroyed and
Jesus’ visible kingdom established, to
continue for one thousand years.
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2. Does not anticipate continuity, but
parallelism. Argument for parallels:
a. End ofi each section thought to
: ~end of the world.
0 - nds = church conditions cf:
& 2l9 3:6, 13, 22.
P | hrones cf: 6:12 - 17; 7:9

b |
d cf 0.
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A. T from Latin, PRETARE =
g | ond.” _L
A e: connotation is “past.”
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'B. Stﬁ#ﬁﬁ's of

i|:)'I’*'eterist method:

1. :,,| background and setting of

- document.

- 2. Primary audience: first century church.
3. View picture la guage trop caIIy

through first century idiom |l|
4. Allowsisecond covenant meaning for
= o el i . N
variety ofifirst covenant language.
Biblicalfreasons for preterist method:
1. The AL Jc,LJ/r)_)g S ”J)L)J)IJ—”‘/ cf. 1:1 -
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d. Daniel 127
e. Daniel 12:8 -+
f. Daniel 12:9

d. ON: Biblically speaking, when

— eal and shut up a book?
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: on 1:3 “for the tlme is near.”
r J) JiJIIJJIL) 10:8
(2) Philippians 4:5
d. Revelation 1:1; Revelation 22:6.
e. Revelation 'J:: ev Iatlb 22 20




