
 

In 1 Corinthians 16, Paul begins wrapping up his letter with practical instructions that carry 
deep spiritual principles. He first addresses generosity, urging the Corinthians to give 
consistently, proportionally, and purposefully to support the saints in Jerusalem who were 
struggling in poverty. Giving, Paul reminds them, is not limited to a few but is a shared 
responsibility of the whole church, rooted in gratitude for the spiritual blessings they have 
received in Christ. 

Paul then shifts to his travel plans, which reveal important truths about the relationship 
between human plans and God’s sovereignty. Paul openly expresses his intentions and hopes, 
but with humility and openness to God’s redirection. He also points out that opportunities for 
kingdom work are often accompanied by opposition. Rather than avoiding difficulty, Paul 
models a posture of courage and perseverance, showing that open doors from God often 
come with resistance from the world. 

Finally, Paul closes with relational instructions, reminding the church to stay alert, stand firm in 
their faith, act with maturity, be strong, and—most importantly—do everything in love. These 
exhortations ground the church in unity and resilience, especially in a cultural moment 
marked by division and hostility. Paul’s words challenge believers not to let political, cultural, 
or personal pressures pull them away from the gospel, but instead to guard their hearts, 
remain steadfast in Christ, and let love guide all actions within the church community. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Paul emphasized that giving is for “each of you.” How does this principle challenge the way 
we think about generosity and our role in supporting God’s work today? What practical 
challenges exist in the church today that restrict generosity? 

2. What does it look like for us to make plans faithfully, yet hold them loosely, trusting that 
God may redirect us? Can you share a time when God changed your plans for His 
purposes? 

3. Paul often viewed opposition as a sign that a door for effective ministry had opened. How 
might this perspective reshape the way we respond to challenges or resistance to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in our workplaces, families, or neighborhoods? 

4. In verses 13–14, Paul gives a series of instructions that end with “let all that you do be done 
in love.” How does love transform the way we carry out the other commands 
(watchfulness, firmness, strength, maturity)? What challenges do you face personally 
when considering doing everything in love? 

5. Considering the cultural and political tensions of our time, how can we remain faithful to 
Christ without letting worldly divisions fracture our relationships – both within the church 
and between the church and culture? 


