
NOV 4, 2025
STRANGER THINGS

PART TWO

WHEN DONKEYS TALK Numbers 22:28-34

GOD ___________________ BAD PATHS
When God blocks your way, it's not punishment – its protection.

GOD __________________ IN STRANGE WAYS

When God speaks in strange ways, stop and listen. 

GOD _____________________ EYES TO OBEDIENCE

It's hard to follow a God you won't listen to. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

1. What is something in your life that's been trying to get your attention
lately? 

2.  Why do you think we often ignore God's warnings until its too late?
3. What are some unexpected ways God might speak to you?
4. What does it look like to actually listen and respond when God 

interrupts your plans? 

Challenge for the week:  This week, pay attention to the little donkey
moments – the interruptions, frustrations, or strange situations that might actually
be God waving you down.  Ask God, are you trying to tell me something?
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SC STUDENTS
ANNOUNCEMENTS - TUESDAY 11/4/25 

TRANSFORMERS NIGHT – NEXT TUE. 11/11 – 7 - 8:30PM
Transform and roll out if you are a fan of Optimus Prime or
Megatron.  It's strange... but it could be stranger.  It's more
than meets the eye!

GUYS & GIRLS WEEKEND – FRI - SAT. NOV. 14th - 15th 
Guys do guy stuff (shooting, smashing, camp fring), girls do
girls stuff (nails, spas, girl talk), and its awesome!
Mount Hermon Baptist Church - $30

PUTT-PUTT – TUE 11/18 – 6:30 – 8:30 Meet @ Church
Fourth week fun night @ Tiny Town Golf.  Everything is free.
Drop off and pick up at Stone Creek Church.  Invite a friend.

THANKSERVING – SAT 11/22 – 12-4pm @ Stone Creek
Come volunteer for one of our most important outreaches of the
year where we give away over 500 meals.  Greet, serve,
deliver. 

Find all annoucements, series, and more at...
www.stonecreekdanville.com/sc-students

SC STUDENTS
ANNOUNCEMENTS - TUESDAY 11/4/25 

TRANSFORMERS NIGHT – NEXT TUE. 11/11 – 7 - 8:30PM
Transform and roll out if you are a fan of Optimus Prime or
Megatron.  It's strange... but it could be stranger.  It's more
than meets the eye!

GUYS & GIRLS WEEKEND – FRI - SAT. NOV. 14th - 15th 
Guys do guy stuff (shooting, smashing, camp fring), girls do
girls stuff (nails, spas, girl talk), and its awesome!
Mount Hermon Baptist Church - $30

PUTT-PUTT – TUE 11/18 – 6:30 – 8:30 Meet @ Church
Fourth week fun night @ Tiny Town Golf.  Everything is free.
Drop off and pick up at Stone Creek Church.  Invite a friend.

THANKSERVING – SAT 11/22 – 12-4pm @ Stone Creek
Come volunteer for one of our most important outreaches of
the year where we give away over 500 meals.  Greet, serve,
deliver. 

Find all annoucements, series, and more at...
www.stonecreekdanville.com/sc-students

http://www.stonecreekdanville.com/sc-students
http://www.stonecreekdanville.com/sc-students


Application

STRANGER THINGS 2: WHEN DONKEYS TALK
GOD BLOCKS BAD PATHS

LEADER: Look at; Numbers 22:22-27. Nobody likes someone blocking you from
going where you want.  But what if you are going in the wrong direction or headed
to danger.

Illustration: How many of you guys are familiar with GPS?  Don't you love it when
you go past your turn and then the GPS says, “rerouting rerouting rerouting.”  Well
God's kind of like that.  If you are a Christian, the Holy Spirit will tell you to reroute 
when you are off the path.

LEADER: Balaam wanted to do things his own way, but God cared too much to let
him crash.  God will sometimes use discomfort, delay, or even something ridiculous
to stop you before you destroy yourself.

When God blocks your way, it's not punishment – its protection. 

GOD SPEAKS IN STRANGE WAYS

LEADER: Look at Numbers 22:28-29.  God opens the Donkey's mouth to make a
point.  I've blocked your path but you were too stubborn to understand it so now I'm 
going to have to get really weird!

Illustration – How many of you have a dog?  How weird would it be if your dog
suddenly started talking?  What would you do?

LEADER: Sometimes we are so stubborn aren't we?  We just have to do what we are
determined to do.  For you it may be to hang with that crowd, or dress a certain
way, or listen to that music, or fall into that habit.  And then sometimes God has to
speak through someone, usually a Pastor, parent, or friend, not a donkey, and has
to stop you from going the wrong way!

When God speaks in strange ways, stop and listen. 

GOD OPENS EYES TO OBEDIENCE

LEADER: Look at Numbers 22:30-34.  God stopped the donkey.  God opened the
donkey's mouth to speak.  And then fnally God shows Ballam the Angel of the lord
blocking his path.

Illustration – Have you ever been saved from a disaster?  Like you were late to work
one day and then there was a crash at an intersection you would have been at?  Or
you were about to say something stupid but then you decided not to and it saved
you big time?

LEADER: God is patient and merciful.  We may ignore him once or twice and yet he
still gives us another chance before disaster comes.  Its this mercy that should open
our eyes and turn us towards obedience.

It's hard to follow a God you won't listen to.

Stranger Things: When Donkeys Talk - Intro

Illustration – have you ever ignored a warning?  Maybe your gas light
came on in the car and you thought, I can make it.  Or your parents said
don't do that and you did it anyway and you instantly regretted it.  Some
warning signs are easier to ignore than others right?  Some can't be
ignored at all!  

We are in week two of our Stranger Things series, looking at the weirdest
and wildest, the most unexpected events in the Bible and here's what
we're learning; God does some strange things.  Not because he's
random or weird, but because he's trying to get our attention!
Sometimes he has to shake up our normal so he can wake up our
hearts.  Look again at our main passage for this series.

Isaiah 55:8–9 - “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” 

God doesn't always do things the way we expect but every “strange
thing” in scripture reveals something true about who He is and how He
works.  Last week we saw a ghost on the lake where Jesus walked on
the water and told Peter to get out of the boat and join him.  This week
we are looking at an even stranger thing.. a talking donkey!  Yep, the
Bible actually has a story about a talking donkey in it.  And as weird as it
sounds, it's one of the clearest examples of God trying to get someone's
attention.  Look at this passage...

Numbers 22:28-30 - “Then the Lord opened the donkey's mouth, and it,
said to Balaam, “what have I done to you to make you beat me these
three times?”  Balaam answered the donkey, “you have made a fool of
me!  If I had a sword in my hand, I would kill you right now.” The donkey
said to Balaam, “am I no your own donkey, which you have always
ridden, to this day?  Have I been in the habit of doing this to you?” 

We laught because its ridiculous to think of a donkey talking like that, but
what's really wild is that God used one to stop a man from destroying
himself.  Sometimes God speaks through very strange voices and
sometimes those voices are the voice of a donkey.  It kind of reminds me
of this... 

Video Illustration: Shrek – Maybe Donkeys Shouldn't Talk


