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Welcome to LOC’s Weekly E-News  

Sunday, March 17, 2024  

Our Sympathy & Comfort to: 
Laurell Ondrejko, family & friends, upon the death of her dear husband, 

Ken. A Celebration of Life will be held Sat., March 23, 10am in our Sanc-

tuary. 

  

Please keep them in your prayers. 

“Timing is Everything” 

Ask any comedian and they will tell you timing is everything when it comes to deliver-
ing a punch line.  Ask any CEO when it comes to launching a new product.  Ask the 
coach when to use what play and combination of players.  The typical response will 
be based on delivering at just the right time.   
 
Jesus is now in Jerusalem.  In John’s gospel it is Holy Week.  The clock is ticking to-
ward the cross and the tomb.  Jesus senses it.  Jesus knows it.  Our gospel reading 
for this week provides an inquiry that seems to indicate to Jesus now is the time for 
the culmination of his mission. When Greeks, non-Jews ask Philip, “Sir, we wish to 
see Jesus,” and then this is reported to Jesus, his response indicates everything is 
falling in place.  His death on a cross will not be for the Jewish people alone, it will be 
for all people.  The love which will be demonstrated through the horrific image of cru-
cifixion is an inclusive love meant for all who are created in the image of God.   
 
As affiliation with churches and organized religion in general continues to rapidly de-
cline, how we might long for a group of folks who maybe always felt excluded or 
pushed to the margins came asking, “Sir/Ma’am, we wish to see Jesus.”  What might 
we say or do in the course of our daily lives which might foster the asking of such a 
question?   
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Looking for 8-10 Youth and Adults to help carry our Patio Cross into and out of 
the CoC as part of our Good Friday, March 29, 7PM service.  If you are interest-

ed, please contact Dianne Oien (dianneoien@loclc.org).  

We are looking for one more Confirmed voting member to serve as one our vot-

ing members at the June 14-June 16, 2024, Grand Canyon Synod Assembly.  

The assembly is being hosted by Love of Christ Lutheran Church. Registration 

begins Thursday evening, and the assembly ends after lunch on Saturday. 

Please let one of the pastors know if you are interested in attending.   

Walking Through the Valley and Facing our Grief 

Last session is this Monday, March 18 in the Leadership Room. 

mailto:dianneoien@loclc.org
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All are welcome to join us Monday mornings for Coffee and Fellowship at 10:30 

am and then Bible Study led by one of the pastors 11:00-Noon in our Leader-

ship Room.  We look at two of the assigned Sunday Bible readings.  

This Wednesday is our last Lenten Service with Soup Supper at 5:30. Worship 

will be in the Sanctuary at 6:15PM followed by coffee, cookies and discussion 

led by our Faith in Action Team 

Contact Dianne Oien (dianneoien@loclc.org) if you are interested in participat-

ing in our two-session membership orientation Sunday, April 14 and 21, 

11:45AM-1:30 (includes lunch) 

mailto:dianneoien@loclc.org
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Christ-centered yoga Thursdays, 9am in the Outreach Rooms 13 & 14 (next to 
playground).  For questions and more information, text Georgia at 406-925-0013 or 
email: nonnagg51@gmail.com .   

WoW  on Wednesdays at 6PM~7PM (dinner is at 5:30PM in the COC). 

The Kids Musical Performance is Sunday, May 12th at 9:00AM in the Center 

of Compassion. 

Naomi Circle’s next Bible Study will be Monday, April 8  at 1pm  
in the Fellowship Hall 

mailto:nonnagg51@gmail.com
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Faith in Action 

Faith In Action Ministries of the Month! 
During the season of Lent we will be highlighting our ELCA Outreach Ministries.  In 
the past couple of weeks, we had discussions concerning Together in Service, a com-
munity-based outreach to connect churches, their outreach ministries.  We have also 
heard from Lutheran Campus Ministries and their presence at ASU.  This week we 
take time to learn about Food Insecurities in the state of AZ and what we can do to 
help. 
 
Here are some facts about hunger in Arizona:  (information on the LAMA web-
site) 
The face of hunger has changed dramatically!  Food Insecurity* now affects almost 
one in six Arizonans. The working poor live from paycheck to paycheck without sav-
ings. And 2.6 million Arizonans live below 200 percent of the federal poverty line. 
When faced with a car repair, an increase in rent, or a medical emergency, these indi-
viduals and families fall behind in payments and cannot free themselves from crushing 
debt. As the cost of living rises, hunger affects seniors on fixed incomes, adults work-
ing at two or more jobs, and children who worry about empty refrigerators instead of 
math homework. 
 
Since the Great Recession of 2008, the lines at food banks have continued to grow 
longer, including persons who formerly donated to those food banks. Emergency food 
providers are stretching to a breaking point. And low-income persons living in “food 
deserts” lack access to nutritious foods. These are just some of the needs that we can 
address together. 
 
We are freed in Christ to serve, love and care for our neighbor, and in this work we 
strive to ensure that all people have a livelihood that is sufficient to meet their basic 
needs and is sustainable in creation. The issues associated with economic life and 
economic justice include poverty versus wealth, corporate social responsibility, hun-
ger, consumerism, international debt relief, gambling, racism, sexism, community de-
velopment and worker exploitation. Grounded in God’s love and forgiveness, we are 
equipped to live and serve here and now, in the world, with all its complexities, ten-
sions and ambiguities  

Lenten Donation Drive Each Sunday:  See Below for 

more details 

Lenten Services are in the Sanctuary at 6:15.  Soup 

Supper at 5:30 in the CoC .  Wednesday, March 20
th

 

is the last Lenten Service.  Following the service 

will be coffee and cookies and our topic will be Hos-

pitality as well as LoC’s Faith In Action Team and its 

involvement. 

April 21-28 Family Promise   

VBS-  July 8-12  (9:00-11:30 am) 
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Lent is a journey of preparation for following the way of Jesus.  There are 40 days in 
the season of Lent not counting Sundays and it began on Ash Wednesday and ends 
on Holy Saturday.  Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation for the com-
ing of Easter.  It is a time of self examination and reflection.  In the early church, Lent 
began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by new converts.  Today, 
Christians focus on relationship with God, growing as disciples and extending our-
selves, often choosing to give up something or to volunteer and give of ourselves for 
others.  

Ways to Donate During the Season of Lent: 
If you are looking for ways to help others, please consider donating to the various 
Outreach Ministries.  You may bring in the items listed below anytime during the 
Lenten season and they will be delivered to their designated places.  
Lent donations: 
 
Pre-packaged snacks, canned food, and hygiene products: Mesa Community 

College and LSS-SW 
Diapers and incontinence: LSS-SW 
Twin size bed linens: Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
Can openers and flatware: Lutheran Food Banks 
Sunday, March 17, Underwear and socks  (for men, women, and children):  

LSS-SW 
Sunday, March 24, Books for children (board books and children’s paperback 

books): Sleep In Heavenly Peace 
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"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms." 

1 PETER 4:10 (NIV) 

Are you a Generous Person?  
 

1. Generous people tend to be satisfied people—except for one thing: the 
amount they give away. They always want to give more. They want to be generous 
with what they have. They are typically not driven by the desire to acquire more pos-
sessions. They may have a nice house, and they may have a nice car, but those 
things do not drive them. They would be just as content without them.  
2. Generous people say “yes” more than they say “no.” Do they have more mon-
ey than everyone else? No, but they may manage money, time, and possessions in a 
way that allows them to say, “Yes,” more often. And, they almost always prioritize 
people over each one of those areas. 
3. Generous people do not wait for opportunities of generosity to come to 
them. They ask, “Is there anything I can do for you?” and they mean it. They seek 
ways in which they can bless others. They know that some of the neediest people will 
never approach another individual for assistance. Therefore, generosity often in-
volves taking the initiative.  
4. Because they do not think of themselves as owners, they don’t talk about 
“their” possessions. They know that any possessions they hold are God’s, and it is 
their responsibility to manage them well for God’s purposes. Their possessions are 
just tools to be used for generosity. They truly believe God did not design us to be 
hoarders, but conduits through which His generosity flows.  
5. Finally, there is a sense of levity and energy with those who give. Their lack of 
attachment to possessions develops lightheartedness in them. They are not bur-
dened by the drive to get and keep more stuff. They are not concerned about what 
others have that they do not, and they live life open-handedly. They experience a 
freedom and an adventure that most do not. (Art Rainer) 

Faith in Action 
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Faith in Action 

Deadline to use Thrivent Choice Dollars from 2023 is March 31, 2024!  
 

All Thrivent members are reminded to use the Thrivent Choice Dollars their member-
ship has earned before the March deadline.  You can designate these dollars to chari-
ties of your choice, as well as Love of Christ Lutheran Church.  If you have any ques-
tions, contact Dick Beckman (dickbeckman@loclc.org).  

All Midweek Lenten Offerings and Lenten Envelope Offerings will be divided 
50/50 between ELCA World Hunger and Feed My Starving Children. 

mailto:dickbeckman@loclc.org
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Upcoming Children’s Events 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Information:  Pre-K through 2
nd

 grade will meet for a Godly Play 
Lesson after the Children’s Message and will return to church at communion.  After 
Communion grades 3-6 will meet from 9:50-10:20 in the Godly Play room for their 
Sunday School lesson.  (If you have any questions about Sunday School, please let 
Pastor Nanette know at nanette@loclc.org). 
 
Word on Wednesday (WOW)!   
Every Wednesday at 5:30 pm dinner is served for all ages.   
Children’s Rehearsal for the Musical. 
Youth Group grades 7-12-  6:00-7:00  All youth in these grades are invited to 

come hang out, play games, and have a short Bible lesson.  If you would like 
more information, please contact our Youth Director Kevin Anderson at kevi-
nanderson@loclc.org.  

Soup Supper (5:30 pm  in the CoC)  and Lenten Service at 6:15 in Sanctu-

ary. 

 

Demand for Food Boxes from our Food Pantry is Growing! In February 2023 our 
Food banks at Victory and First Lutheran handed out 414.  In February 2024 the 
demand grew to 615!  Thank you to all who continue to donate food or money to 

feed the hungry in our community! 

Thank you to all who donated their citrus!  It was taken down to St. Mary’s Food Bank 

on Monday!   

mailto:nanette@loclc.org
mailto:kevinanderson@loclc.org
mailto:kevinanderson@loclc.org
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The Hospitality Team welcomes all and invites you to join them each Sunday as 
they serve coffee and snacks between services.  Please take time to enjoy the 
hospitality and get to know others in our community.  Coffee begins in the Out-
reach Room (or on the CoC patio) at 8:45 and continues until 10:30.   
 
If you are interested in serving at the hospitality table, please contact Patti 

Delaney at pattidelaney03@gmail.com. 

Have you ever said something and then wished you could take it back?  We don’t of-
ten think about how powerful the tongue is.  It is the most powerful muscle in the body.  
We can break a heart, make someone’s day, or hinder a dear relationship with just a 
few words that come from our mouths.  If you would like to learn more about the pow-
er of words and God’s intention for his people to be tools of reconciliation and healing, 
please join the ladies Bible Study called “Words that Hurt and Words that Heal” written 
by Carole Mayhall. We are also using Rabbi Joseph Telushkin’s book on the same 
topic. 
 
This Women’s Bible Study meets weekly on Thursdays at 1:00 pm in the Leadership 
Room.  Pastor Nanette Christofferson is facilitating the study.  Each session is not de-
pendent upon the past session, so please join us whenever you can.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor Nanette at nanette@loclc.org.  

Prayer Share Care Bible Study:  Words Can Be Game Changers! 

mailto:pattidelaney03@gmail.com
mailto:nanette@loclc.org
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Sunday Hangout will be this Sunday at 10AM in the Youth Room. 
 

Wednesday Youth Group will not meet March 20
th
 (Spring Break) and March 27

th
 

(Holy Week). 
 

Confirmation will meet again on Sunday, April 7
th
 at 12PM. 

 
Registration for Summer Campformation is open. Please contact Kevin Anderson for 

more information. 
 

Our next National Youth Gathering meeting for students will be Sunday, April 14th at 
10AM in the Youth Room. 

 
How are you making connections with our Youth? 

Our Youth are living in a busy, busy world. Families involved in our ministries have to 
make decisions about where they will spend their time. This means they have to 
choose between attending church events and other important activities in their lives. 
When we reflect on our faith stories, we can likely identify individuals or communities 
that we had a relationship with throughout the development of our faith. It is as im-
portant as ever for our young people and their families to have connections with car-
ing individuals from our congregation. This can be as simple as saying hello to our 
young people when you see them on campus. Below are a few more examples of 
what making connections with our young people may look like: 

Pray: Simply praying for our youth and their families is a 
great way to begin showing support. Below is a list of all of 

the students connected in some way to our community here 
at Love of Christ.  

 
Seek: You can be intentional about seeking the youth out on 

campus and saying “Hello”.  
 

Connect: You can regularly say “hello”, learn the names of 
our students, and check in with them when you see them on 

campus.  
 

Attend: Our students and their families are busy! Often they have to make choices 
between attending church activities and extracurricular activities. You can join others 
in attending Youth extracurricular events like band concerts, dance recitals, plays, or 

sports games.  
 

Mentor: This is the ‘ground level’ of Youth Ministry. A mentor would meet regularly 
with a student or group of students to talk about life and faith.  
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If you feel you have a gift or passion for connecting with our young people, please 
reach out (kevinanderson@loclc.org) and we can talk about how your gifts may be 

used in Youth Ministry.  

A member of Love of Christ can no longer drive to church and is looking for a ride to 
the 10:30 service.   She lives in Gilbert at 937 Tucana Lane – 85296.  If interested, 
please contact Doris Bertko at 480-600-9437. 

mailto:kevinanderson@loclc.org
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LAST SUNDAY TO ORDER -Easter Lily or Mum  
We will be decorating our chancel area with Easter 

flowers. Please fill out the form below with the needed 

information and include your Easter flower check. Re-

turn it to the church office or place in the offering plate 

by Sunday, March 17. 

Name ________________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________________   

(___)Easter Lily     (___)White Mum    (___)Purple Mum 

____ Given to the glory of God.     

____ Given in honor of  ______________________________________________ 

____ Given in loving memory of: _______________________________________ 

Please make check out to “Love of Christ Flowers.” The cost is $18.00 per plant.  
Thank you for sharing this Easter blessing to decorate our chancel on Easter  

Sunday. 

The LOC Women's Hiking Group  will be traveling to San Tan Mountain Regional 
Park on March 23, meeting at 7:00 am in the north parking lot of the COC. We will 
be combining 3 trails, Little Leaf, Moonlight, and San Tan for a total of 3.7 
miles. The trails are known for their wildflowers and Palo Verde trees. Afterwards, 
we'll drive over to the north part of the park and explore the history of two miners who 
spent their time looking for gold. Should be back by noon. Contact Pat Shaw if inter-
ested: pattomshaw@cox.net, 480 981-1325, or 480 334-9123 (text).   

mailto:pattomshaw@cox.net
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Online Introductions to Lectionary Lessons  

are available by Wednesday of each week!  

Scripture Lesson 
A Brief Look at Jeremiah 31:31-34 

with Pastor Steve Talmage 
(11 min) 

 

 
 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/El_-J0QU1_A 
Facebook: https://facebook.com/LOCLC/posts/
pfbid033XDvNY1MXKBvL418Ay9CivyTMJvxHotpEPfYEg-
iBCJCu5SR66N7h2P9G5NRn51vjl 
Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/media/series/7vjwfnk/bible-lessons 
 

Gospel Scripture Lesson 
A Brief Look at John 12:20-33 

with Pastor Steve Talmage 
(15 min) 

 

 
 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/K63RA31i76g 
Facebook: https://facebook.com/LOCLC/posts/
pfbid0Lx5GYsddNoZdA9swchoFcBDLmEYmno33yHsqxRqc-
tH5AoQAYjhH3y3QMVjv6A1GYl 
Website: https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/media/series/7vjwfnk/bible-lessons 

https://youtu.be/El_-J0QU1_A
https://facebook.com/LOCLC/posts/pfbid033XDvNY1MXKBvL418Ay9CivyTMJvxHotpEPfYEgiBCJCu5SR66N7h2P9G5NRn51vjl
https://facebook.com/LOCLC/posts/pfbid033XDvNY1MXKBvL418Ay9CivyTMJvxHotpEPfYEgiBCJCu5SR66N7h2P9G5NRn51vjl
https://facebook.com/LOCLC/posts/pfbid033XDvNY1MXKBvL418Ay9CivyTMJvxHotpEPfYEgiBCJCu5SR66N7h2P9G5NRn51vjl
https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/media/series/7vjwfnk/bible-lessons
https://youtu.be/K63RA31i76g
https://facebook.com/LOCLC/posts/pfbid0Lx5GYsddNoZdA9swchoFcBDLmEYmno33yHsqxRqctH5AoQAYjhH3y3QMVjv6A1GYl
https://facebook.com/LOCLC/posts/pfbid0Lx5GYsddNoZdA9swchoFcBDLmEYmno33yHsqxRqctH5AoQAYjhH3y3QMVjv6A1GYl
https://facebook.com/LOCLC/posts/pfbid0Lx5GYsddNoZdA9swchoFcBDLmEYmno33yHsqxRqctH5AoQAYjhH3y3QMVjv6A1GYl
https://www.loveofchristchurch.net/media/series/7vjwfnk/bible-lessons
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Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31

The days are surely coming, says 
the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 

32
It will not be like the covenant that 

I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. 

33
But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my peo-
ple. 

34
No longer shall they teach one anoth-

er, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” 
for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more.   
 
Hebrews 5:5-10 
5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in 
becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, 
‘You are my Son, 
   today I have begotten you’; 
6
as he says also in another place, 

‘You are a priest for ever, 
   according to the order of Melchizedek.’ 
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save 
him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission. 

8
Although he 

was a Son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered; 

9
and having been made 

perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him, 

10
having 

been designated by God a high priest ac-
cording to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
John 12:20-33 
20

Now among those who went up to wor-
ship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 

21
They came to Philip, who was 

from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 

22
Philip went 

and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. 

23
Jesus answered 

them, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. 

24
Very truly, I tell you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if 
it dies, it bears much fruit. 

25
Those who love 

their life lose it, and those who hate their life 
in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. 

26
Whoever serves me must follow me, 

and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. 
27

“Now my soul is troubled. And what 
should I say—‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have 
come to this hour. 

28
Father, glorify your 

name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 

29
The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder. Others said, 
“An angel has spoken to him.” 

30
Jesus an-

swered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. 

31
Now is the judgment of 

this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out. 

32
And I, when I am lifted up from 

the earth, will draw all people to my-
self.” 

33
He said this to indicate the kind of 

death he was to die. 

Sunday, March 17, 2024, 5 Lent,  Live at  9 & 10:30 am on   &      

Pastor Steve’s sermon title: “Timing is Everything” 
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