
 

Welcome  

to our fourth CrossLife Seniors Quarterly 

Newsletter for 2023.   I hope you enjoy this 
and that you are encouraged by the stories of 
some of our CrossLife family, along with other 
helpful information.   
 
What a great time of year it is for us to 
introduce people to the truth about Jesus. 
 
I can’t believe the year has gone so fast and 
that Christmas is nearly here. I along with the 
other Pastors are really looking forward to a 
couple of weeks off to rest and recuperate 
after what has been a really busy year for us 
all as we seek to serve you and our Lord to the 
best of our ability.   
 
We are so grateful for all of you, for your 
prayers and servant hearts as we serve 
together.  
 
Be sure to turn up to your campus Christmas 
events, Invite a friend or neighbour. Mingle 
with the crowds and shine the light of Jesus, 
while you pray for those from the community 
who attend.  

 

 

 

 

 
E. pam.watkins@crosslife.org.au 

P. 0401 177 544 

 

 

If you look for Me at Christmas 

You won’t need a special star –  

I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, 

I’m right there where you are. 

You may not be aware of Me 

amid the celebrations –  

You’ll have to look beyond the stores 

and all the decorations. 

But if you take a moment 

from your list of things to do 

and listen to your heart, you’ll find 

I’m waiting there for you. 

You’re the one I want to be with, 

you’re the reason that I came, 

and you’ll find Me in the stillness 

as I’m whispering your name 
 

Love Jesus…

... TO RENEW, RESTORE AND RELEASE OTHERS 

mailto:pam.watkins@crosslife.org.au
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Stories 

   

Meet Verna Goldthorp 

Southport campus  
Hi, my name is Verna and I attend the 
Southport Crosslife, a Baptist Church.  
I was born in Lismore NSW in 1950, and from 

my earliest recollections, there was never a 

time that I didn’t love Jesus. My parents and 

grandparents, who lived next door, were 

Christians and were all highly involved in our 

church on numerous levels. Due to my 

continual bad health, living in a dead-end 

street (no courts or closes in those days) and 

overprotective parents, the only association I 

had with children my own age was at 

church.  When I was about 8 I realised that if I 

died I would not go to heaven because I had 

not told God I was sorry for my sins. That 

night my mother lead me to Christ. Soon after 

my parents were advised that my life was at 

risk if they didn’t leave Lismore. So we moved 

to Alstonville some 20 km away.  

My health improved dramatically, but my 

parents continued to be over protective. As a 

result, I had few friends and was often lonely, 

so talking to Jesus as my friend became 

natural and frequent.  

God knew that I needed to make my own  

decisions and grow in my relationships with 

others and with Him, so when I finished the 

HSC. All the local jobs I applied for didn’t 

come to fruition or required me to go to 

Sydney or Canberra. In March 1969, I moved 

to Sydney, staying at the Baptist Ladies Hostel  

in Strathfield. It 

was while I was 

living in Sydney that I met Ken 

who lived at the Baptist Men’s 

Hostel in Dulwich Hill. 

Needless to say, it was there that numerous 

social events were organised between the 

two hostels and Ken and I started dating. 

Three months later I accepted a position with 

the Public Service in Grafton and so an 

expensive, long-distance romance ensued.  

My time in Grafton removed a lot of my 

naivety as my job was giving assistance to 

those in need. Previously I was unaware that 

people would drink metho if they couldn’t 

afford beer and that single girls had babies to 

their fathers. 

Ken and I married in 1971 and I transferred to 

Sydney with the Public Service. During this 

time, I was one of two giving immediate 

assistance to the widows and widowers of the 

Granville rail disaster.  

In 1979 the eldest of our two sons was born 

and I became a stay at home mum. This gave 

me the opportunity for Bible study and for 

God to start stretching me. It was during this 

time that we were involved in starting a 

fellowship at Emu Plains, although our initial 

thought was to start a Sunday School only. 

This later became Emu Plains Baptist Church.  

In 1985 Ken and I started our own business, 

subcontracting to a nationwide firm. A few 

years later we, together with a number of 

similar small businesses found ourselves,  
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without warning, without income as the firm 

we subcontracted to went into liquidation. 

With 2 young boys to nurture, a mortgage to 

pay and extended families hundreds of 

kilometres away, the only one we could turn 

to was God. This 3-month period saw us 

relying on God more than ever before, 

watching HIM supply our every need and 

seeing God’s hand in a number of personal 

events. We went through this same scenario 

another two times with different firms 

resulting in us closing our business and 

moving to the Gold Coast in 1993. 

In 2001 Ken started experiencing a number of 

health issues, some life threatening. I thank 

God for the hard times we had in Sydney 

 

where we learned to rely heavily on HIM as 

this made navigating Ken’s health issues so 

much easier. We knew what to do. We leant 

on God, knowing we would have his 

protection and guidance. Habakkuk 3:17-18 

was especially precious to me during our time 

in Sydney, however Habakkuk 3:19 has 

surpassed it more recently when I learned 

that these mountain goats scale all but 

vertical rock faces.  

“The Sovereign Lord is my strength! 

He makes me as surefooted as a deer, 

able to tread upon the heights “ NLT 

 

I know that whatever life throws at me, God 

will lead me in any precipitous situation to 

where the ground is firm.  
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"Love Came Down at Christmas"  
This Christmas poem by Christina Rossetti it was first published without a title in Time Flies: A Reading Diary in 1885. It was 

later included in the collection Verses in 1893 under the title "Christmastide". 

The poem has been set to music as a Christmas carol by many composers including R O Morris, Harold Darke, Leo 

Sowerby, John Kelsall and John Rutter. And is also sung to the traditional Irish melody “Garton”. More recently, the poem 

was given a modern treatment by Christian band Jars of Clay on their 2007 album, Christmas songs. American composer 

Jennifer Higdon set the text for solo soprano, harp and four part chorus. A new setting by British composer David J Loxley-

Blount was performed in Southwark Cathedral on * December 2014 by the Financial Times Choir conducted by Paul Ayres.  

The poem has been described as “simple, direct and sincere” and notes that it is a rare example of a carol which has 

overcome the disadvantage of “not having a tune (or two or three) which has caught the imagination of holiday 

audiences” 

 

Love came down at Christmas, Worship we the Godhead,  Love shall be our token, 

Love all lovely, Love Divine,  Love Incarnate, Love Divine,  Love be yours and love be mine, 

Love was born at Christmas,  Worship we our Jesus,   Love to God and all men, 

Star and Angels gave the sign. But wherewith for sacred sign? Love for plea and gift and sign. 

 

I am sure that when Christina penned her little poem in 1885, she never thought it would still be loved 138 years 

later… 

What have you penned, that’s worth sharing?  

                  I’d love to publish it in our next Seniors quarterly. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

   

Meet Red Ho Hip 

Upper Coomera campus  
 

I have been attending Crosslife Upper 
Coomera for the last 9 years. I was born on 12 
March 1955 in Johannesburg, South Africa. I 
currently live in Maudsland QLD.  I am married 
to Viola and have been married for 40 years.   
My Mum’s name was Elizabeth and my Dad’s 
Sunkay Ho Hip. I have two brothers, Lee 
and Chune.  I also have a sister, Irene 
Nicholas.  My children’s names are Shande Ho 
Hip and Sanchia Kerr both 39 yrs old.  

I formerly lived at Hope Island.  

In the past, I worked for Element Six at the 
Diamond Research Laboratory in South Africa 
as an Electronics Engineer.  

I have travelled to Europe.  

People who have influenced my life are my 
mother and Mr. Timmy Sam -Elder at 
Southdale Baptist Church in South Africa 

I love to read, especially God's word.  God has 
changed my life by giving me patience and 
trust in Him. 

The following is a description of my Christian 
journey.  

I grew up attending a congregational 
Methodist type church and was baptised as an 
infant. I was later confirmed and had my first 
communion at 12 not knowing what that 
meant. I thought I was a Christian but had no 
idea that when you become a Christian you 
give your life to Jesus. You repent of your sins 
and accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour. It 
was only later after I got married that Viola 

and I were invited to attend 
a Baptist church. There I 
joined a bible study and our 
Elder Timmy Sam discipled me and led me to 
the Lord. I repented of my sins and accepted 
Jesus as my Lord and Saviour. Viola and I saw 
the importance of publicly expressing our 
faith and got baptised. I started getting 
involved in serving the Lord. A few years later 
I became a deacon in the church and started 
experiencing attacks from the evil one. One 
example of these experiences is when I was 
carjacked at gunpoint. At that time Viola and I 
went on our knees and thanked the Lord for 
my life that was spared. We expressed our 
determination for serving His will irrespective 
of what happens to us. The scriptures say that 
“if you resist the devil, he will flee from you” 
and so we were resolute in our faith serving 
God. Our prayers were answered and despite 
continued challenges we know that we serve 
a faithful and loving God who is always 
walking beside us. 

We moved to Australia in 2013 and joined the 
Upper Coomera campus of Crosslife. Moving 
to a foreign country has its challenges but God 
has always provided for us. I became an elder 
after being led by the Lord and served for 
about 5 years at Upper Coomera Campus. We 
continue our walk with the Lord as we serve 
Him here in Australia and trust in his 
provision.  

I want to continue to follow wherever He 
leads and trust in Him. 

 

 



 

 

 

You Can Send 

the Gospel to 

the Ends of the 

Earth Without 

Leaving Home! 

 

Shoebox gifts donated online go to the ends of the earth to children in some of the hardest-to-

reach places—whether deep jungles, city slums, steep mountainsides, or one of 1,000 remote 

Pacific islands. Many of these areas are resistant to the Gospel, for cultural or religious reasons, 

and are home to numerous unreached people groups, some of whom have never heard the Name 

of Jesus Christ. 

When you Pack a Shoebox Online, it provides believers in remote regions a creative way to share 

the Good News in a culturally sensitive manner. Online boxes are carefully prepared, abiding by 

strict customs regulations to safeguard partners who will deliver the gifts, as well as the boys and 

girls who receive them. Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 

28:19). Help fulfil the Great Commission and take the Gospel to the ends of the earth by building 

a shoebox online today. 

https://occdonations.samaritanspurse.org.au/product/pack-a-shoebox-online/ 

Thank you to everyone who has packed shoeboxes and partnered with us this year. Your generosity is giving 

hope to children all over the world. 

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples! 
Psalm 96:3 

 

  

 

 

© 2023 Samaritan's Purse Australia & New Zealand 

Australia: PO Box 964 Kings Langley NSW 2147 

New Zealand: PO Box 870 Shortland St Auckland 1140 

  
   

Simple as!!!  
 

Pack A Shoebox Online 

See over page 

https://samaritanspurse.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xgbdd-ddkheidg-i/
https://samaritanspurse.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xgbdd-ddkheidg-r/
https://samaritanspurse.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xgbdd-ddkheidg-y/
https://samaritanspurse.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xgbdd-ddkheidg-y/
https://samaritanspurse.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xgbdd-ddkheidg-y/
https://samaritanspurse.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xgbdd-ddkheidg-y/


 

 

Simply select a boy or girl and choose an age group, and we’ll pack and send your shoebox for you! Your $35 
donation with each box covers the cost of packing, shipping and other project costs.  
 

Please note you do not need to order a separate label when you Pack a Shoebox Online, the $12.50 
donation is included in the $35 donation. 

The 6 pre-packed shoeboxes include* 

 

 

 

 

*If an item is unavailable, it will be replaced with a suitable item. 

  



 

  

  
Meet Rob Kuczynski 

Helensvale campus 
Hello my name is Rob Kuczynski, I was born in 

July in the mid 50’s and grew up in the 

northern suburbs of Brisbane. My parent’s 

names were Lydia and Tony; both migrated 

from Europe, coming to Australia after the 

second world war. I have one older sister 

Lynette.  

 In 1991, I married Michelle and we have been 

married for 32 years.   

I now live in Helensvale but have 

previously lived in Brisbane, Warwick, Gympie 

and Roma where I worked for Transport Main 

Roads. 

  Growing up I attended St Joseph’s Primary 

School Nundah and for High School I went to 

Nudgee College.    

I obtained a Cert Civil Engineer Design as part 

of my cadetship and attended many upgrade 

studies with TMR. I was one of the first 

student cohorts to complete Post Grad studies 

in Project Management through QUT. My 

working career of 51 years has been with TMR 

progressing to a position of Senior Project 

Manager - Engineering Design and 

Construction.  

I have visited Japan, Hong Kong, New Zealand,  

Fiji, Kimberley's WA, including all States and 

Territories in Australia.  

People who have influenced my life were, Rod  

 

Fernan my team leader in 

TMR Brisbane who mentored 

me as a cadet. Also, Mr 

Baguley who was a father figure when I was in 

Warwick, he taught me the old way of making 

and repairing items. 

When I was growing up, as a child, some 

challenges in my life were living up to my 

mother’s expectations, then as an adult 

achieving my career goals while being a 

guiding father and helpful husband. 

Nowadays, I have passed my “best by” date, 

but still being active prior to reaching my “use 

by” date. I was a very angry youth with many 

challenges, however as an adult learning 

about and practicing God's way has brought 

about many good changes in my life.   

Born into a Catholic family, going to a Catholic 

primary and secondary schools, I tried to do 

things my way, now I have realised that God 

carried me through this period. When I met 

Michelle, we went to church together  

and I had the Holy Spirit come upon me, 

which changed my life.  

Some of my favourite things to do are 

Camping, 4x4 adventures, caravanning and 

time with wife and family.  

Things I would still like to do are go camping 

and caravanning to see more of Australia, go  

skiing in other countries and travel to 

Antarctica. 

OUR SUPER DUPER, EXTRA 

SPECIAL, KOORONG BUS 

DRIVER… thanks Rob… 



 

My reason for getting up in the morning is 

trying to complete my list of never ending 

jobs, helping others and seeing the path God 

has for me every day. Additionally, it is 

important to lead by example and be a 

Christian husband, father and friend. 

Some skills God has given me include the 

ability to complete projects by seeing 

solutions outside the box and being very 

practical with my hands.  

Now these abilities enable me to help and 

teach others. 

 

My advice to young adults, try everything until 

you find what you are good and interested in, 

by exploring the possibilities. God has blessed 

each and every one of us with special talents. 

Also, you need to know that God is carrying 

you through the bad times and He helps you 

when you put in an effort into things you do.  

Advice to Adults, God has given us the ability 

to forgive ourselves and others when things 

fall off the right path. He is always with us; all 

we need to do is ask him for help. 

 

 

Meet Michelle Kuczynski    

Helensvale campus 
My name is Michelle Kuczinski and I was born in Brisbane  

on the 25th September.  A spring baby.  

I am currently living at Helensvale in 2000 and we are still in the 

same spot and loving it! 

My Mum and Dad are Mollie and Robert Cock.   Robert was a 

recurring name in our family! My Mum often refers to Dad and my 

husband as the “2 Robbies” instead of the “2 Ronnies” (which we 

grew up watching on TV.) 

I have a brother, Brad who is married to Kelly and they have 3 

children all who are married. They now have 5 grandchildren.   

When I first married Rob, we lived on Bribie Island which was lovely.  We moved 

back to Brisbane when were expecting our first child, Daniel.  We were also blessed with our 

second son, Aaron while still living in Brisbane. We had bought my parent’s house (the home that I 

grew up in) as Mum and Dad were retiring to Maleny.  Growing up I also spent a lot of time on the 

Sunshine Coast at Alexandra Headlands- a place that I still love.   And then we moved to the Gold 

Coast so I haven’t lived in many different places at all! 

When I was a child, I went to the local school at Aspley – both primary and secondary levels.  I was 

lucky I could walk to school.   

I then went on to Qld University to achieve my degree in Pharmacy.  I have only had one job as a 

Pharmacist.  I became a registered Pharmacist when I was 21 and moved to Bribie Island when I 

was 24.  I had bought a pharmacy on Bribie with two other business partners.  

On the Gold Coast, I was part owner of a pharmacy at Paradise Point for many years.  These days, I  

 

 

 

ROB’S SUPER DUPER 

EXTRA SPECIAL 

SWEETHEART 



 

 

happily work at 2 independent pharmacies, one local to where I live and one at Southport.  I only 

work part time these days!  

I enjoyed visiting Japan, such a different culture and speed of life in the cities, whilst the Japanese 

towns were interesting with their people and food.  

Australia, of course, is full of amazing places to visit and I’ve been fortunate to see much of 

Australia on our many road trips over the years. I love Tasmania and would love to revisit 

sometime.  I love the vastness of the outback too.   

Our most recent trip took us to the Kimberleys, a place twice as big as Victoria. The sunsets were 

spectacular.  

I had appendicitis whilst I was at University – that would have been okay except that was exam 

week so I had to miss a couple of exams and re-sit them at the end of the year.  In 2017, Rob and I 

were in a nasty car accident on the M1. I feel so grateful to be alive! 

My Dad’s Mum taught me the value of family and how to appreciate the simple things in life.  They 

lived at Scarborough in Brisbane and they (Grandma and Grandpa) retired and we as a family we 

would visit regularly on weekends for Sunday lunches and picnics.  Also a man called Phil Harris 

who was a family friend influenced my life.  He had a pharmacy at Nundah and as I was often 

unwell as a child, we made many visits to his chemist shop which was adjacent to the doctors that 

Mum took me to.  I didn’t realise it at the time that I would follow in his footsteps and also become 

a pharmacist. He was a great role model and it was a true honour and a blessing to work for him for 

one year once I was registered as a pharmacist.  

I feel that challenges shape us and mold us and in time are a blessing in our life.  

I have many favourite things, but my favourite things are simple things – watching the sunset, walks 

on the beach, spending time with family and friends. On Friday night Pizza nights, we can gather 

again as a family at the end of the week. I love walks in the garden at my parent’s place in Maleny 

and seeing all their beautiful flowers.  

God has been a constant in my life.  I attended Sunday school as a young girl and I learnt the power 

of prayer as a four-year-old.  My family was on holidays on the Atherton Tablelands and had car 

trouble.   So I prayed!  This man in a truck came along with everything we needed to get going 

again.  God is my friend whom I love and trust, cheesy I know, but so very true.   

I want to simply get up and enjoy everyday and be the best I can be helping and loving those 

around me.  

Some of my gifts are patience and a calmness that I hope others see in me.  

My advice to others is to be kind, help where you can and pray 

constantly.  

 

 

 



 

 
Meet Ken O’Rourke 

Southport campus 
 

PART 2 (part one was in the 2nd Edition)  
 

Somewhere back in the distant past someone told me that if 
you wanted to know whether God was giving you a particular direction. There 
were three C’s that you needed to look for. The first C was conviction. You need to 
have a conviction that it is the right way to go and that God has shown you. The 
second C is confirmation. You need to have someone confirm that it’s Gods plan 
for you. The third C is circumstances. The circumstances have to line up. 
 
Unfortunately for my first appointment to a church, none of those things mattered. I was sent by 
the Bible College to Keperra Baptist in Brisbane to do my field work. The Senior Pastor John Walker 
was very helpful in showing me how and what a Senior Pastor looked like. After two years of field 
work, they asked me to stay as an associate. Because Keperra church was within a 10-minute drive 
from my home and we got on well with the others on staff, we decided that was a good place to be. 
Praise God, He made it work for me for 3 more years. 
 
Then out of the blue, I got a letter from Kruger Parade Baptist church in Redbank near Ipswich.  
They had sent people to Keperra to check me out one Sunday and asked me if I would consider 
becoming their senior pastor. We prayed about it and over the next couple of weeks, the conviction 
grew that Kruger was the place for us to minister for the next phase of our ministry. We then went 
into the interview phase and the church then confirmed the call. Our son had just married. Our girls 
were easily able to get to University. And so our circumstances all lined up. 
 
We spent 9 good years at Kruger Parade Baptist church and then I came across a verse in my 
readings that told me the time was up and I should retire. Again, the conviction was there. The 
confirmation came through the elders and the circumstances were that many years before the ABC 
had made me redundant and as a result I had enough super to make it work. Of course I didn’t 
know about the 2008 global financial crisis nor other adverse circumstances ahead. So I retired. 
 
About 18 months later I received a call from QB asking me if I’d consider a call to Southport church. 
This time the circumstances were a little different. Shirleys parents were aging rapidly and needed 
more care. We were living about 40 minutes away from them by car. Southport was around 60 
minutes away (that was before the M1 started to get impossible!). A friend advised us against going 
there because they chew up pastors!! 
 
To check out the church and see if God was leading us there, we turned up one Sunday. We  
thought we could slip in and out and no one would know who we were. That was good plan  
 



 

 
because you never know what the interviewing committee will tell you and if you have been there 
you may have a better idea about what the church is like and how it operates. 
 
To my surprise Verna, who was on the call committee at Southport, saw me and recognised me 
because we had grown up together in the church at Alstonville. She introduced herself after the 
service and we were sprung!! 
 
There was a friendly welcome at the door though on the way in I overheard Max Warmington 
telling the worship leader that they should do some particular thing because when the new pastor 
comes they will expect that to happen!  
 
From the moment the service began we felt comfortable there and understood we were among 
brothers and sister in Christ. So, the conviction began to rise.  
 
Again the confirmation came through the Southport church. They asked me to come but the 
circumstances were still with difficulty. We had been searching for a house closer to Shirls’ parents 
place but everything we tried was unsuccessful. We tried a couple of suburbs in Brisbane with no 
result. Nothing seemed to be right for us. In the end we decided we would just have to put in the 
effort and travel the long journey as often as we could. For years Shirley frequently travelled the 2 
hour journey by train to help care for her parents. 
 
So we came, and God provided a house by a miracle of timing and cost. We were in ministry for 
around 8 years at Southport. Though we had only three young people in attendance and no young 
families, we prayed often that the Lord would send us a youth pastor. Jimmy was soon called from 
Melbourne to start a youth ministry. And God answered our prayers. Today we are so thankful to 
God for His provision and we have seen the church transformed into a multi-generational church 
with children, young people and many international students.  
Finally, I retired - for the second time. Little did I know that a third retirement was on the horizon 
and required to make it happen for real. 

 

 
Meet Rhonda Bryan 

Helensvale pantry chaplain 
After partially recovering from last year, I was considering studying chaplaincy but 
was put off by the process etc. 
So I was looking for something I could do for God without too much commitment because of my 

health.  

 

 

Cont. over page 



 

The church was looking for helpers for the food pantry. So I thought I can greet people, make them 

a cuppa and have a chat.  That’s in my skill set.  

And then Dale suggested we would be unofficial chaplains for the church.  Perfect.  

It is amazing how many like to chat.  Our team just have to be friendly, caring and show an interest 

in them.  

I believe it’s about making them feel welcome, feel valuable and without judgement. It is important 

that they feel listened to.   I realise they aren’t there for a sermon. 

I’m really enjoying the experience.  If I have a commitment elsewhere, that’s okay.   

So please enquire if you are interested.   

 

 
Meet Cheryl Hayes 

Helensvale campus 
My name is Cheryl Hayes, was born in 

Southport, Queensland in 1945, & have been 

attending Crosslife Helensvale for 

approximately 2 ¼ years. 

My parents, Walter & Eileen Salway, built a 

house in Little High Street, Southport, post-

World War 2.  That is where my family lived 

until my parents sold the property to the Gold 

Coast hospital in 1966.  They then built a 

house at Biggera Waters from where I was 

married in 1968.  My mother lived in that 

home until her passing in 1989.  My father 

had been a chef at the Pacific Hotel, where 

Australia Fair now stands, post war till he 

retired.  Both Mum & Dad enjoyed gardening 

so I have wonderful memories of back 

gardens full of fruit trees & vegetable gardens 

& front of house gardens full of shrubs & 

flowers.  Unfortunately, I didn’t inherit their 

green fingers & thumbs. 

In 1990, after Dad had several minor strokes,  

 

 

he made the 

decision to sell the home & 

go into care, at Lady Small 

Haven at Benowa, where he 

lived contentedly until his passing in 1993.  I 

have an  

older sister, Judith, who lives in Perth & a 

younger brother who lives in Maroochydore. 

Southport was a wonderful place to grow up 

in.  In our street there were several families so 

we had plenty of play pals.  Our street didn’t 

have much in the way of through traffic so we 

could to have safely play cricket & tennis on 

the street.  We learned to swim in Loders 

Creek then graduated to Main Beach surf with 

our parents when they deemed it safe for us 

to do so.  Fishing & crabbing were other 

favourite activities for our family, usually 

coming home with a good catch, yum……. 

I attended Southport State Primary School 

which in those days fronted Scarborough  
 

 



 

Street, then went on to the Southport State 

High School, where it is still situated today, 

until year 10, at the age of 16 years.  I had 

decided from the age of 12 that I wanted to 

pursue nursing as a career & had to be 17 

years of age before I could commence  

training.  For the interim year before turning 

17 I worked in the Southport Council, in 

several different departments. 

As Southport did not have a training hospital I 

had to go to Brisbane for my training & 

commenced at the Brisbane General hospital 

(as it was known then) on the 5th February, 

1962, completing my training in February 

1966.  They were challenging years, hard 

work, working broken shifts, 1 ½ days off per 

week, lectures in off duty time, regardless of 

being rostered night or day shifts.  Because 

we had to “live-in”, we developed life-long 

friendships & used to help one another 

studying together & debriefing at completion 

of “difficult” shifts.  Of course, this was well 

before males were choosing nursing as a 

career. 

With my friend Beverley (from Brisbane), 

whom I met when we commenced our 

general training, we ventured to the Queen 

Victoria Hospital in Adelaide to undertake our 

Midwifery nursing training.  Once again, life-

long friendships were developed.  With this 

group of friends, we used to gather every 

decade while we were working / raising our 

families, usually in Adelaide, to celebrate our 

friendship & a great time of catch-up.  Once 

retired, we would gather more  

frequently & travel together & I am so blessed 

to have many, many happy memories of these 

times spent together. 

On return from Adelaide in 1967, I started 

working with the Blue Nursing Home Visiting 

Service, Southport-Surfers Paradise branch.  I  

 

 

 

married in 1968 & we lived at Burleigh Heads.   

I continued to work until 1972 when my son 

Steven was born.  Unfortunately, my marriage 

broke up in 1981 so I had to return to work to 

support my son.  I had always felt empathy & 

compassion for the elderly in my care so when 

returning to work I commenced my career in 

Aged Care, & that continued until I retired in 

2013.  I thank God for His enabling me in this 

career path, a fulfilling & rewarding career. 

In March 1999 I had the opportunity to travel 

to England to work in an N.H.S. hospital, Aged 

Care section, in the beautiful town of Bishops 

Stortford, half way between London & 

Cambridge.  What an experience……new 

Christian family Church, challenging work in 

“new” environment,  

new friends from many different countries & 

the opportunity to travel.  I had a one-year 

contract so returned to Australia in March 

2000, eventually settling in Thorneside, 

Redlands Shire, in June of that year, & lived 

there till I moved in 2021.  While living in 

Thorneside I was a member of the Birkdale / 

Cannon Hill Baptist Church where I was 

involved in the Care Ministry, Home Group, & 

a Food Outlet at the Cannon Hill campus.  

Twice a month I enjoyed providing supper for 

the Youth Group & was invited to participate 

in some of their “gentler” activities on rare 

occasions. 

My son Steven & his family of Alison & 

Hudson (now 14 years of age) live at 

Worongary.  I moved from Thorneside to 

Coombabah in June 2021.  I am so thankful to 

God for the home He has blessed me with, 

being able to return to the area where I 

started my life’s journey & now being closer 

to them in my “golden” years. 

I accepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour & Lord 

at the age of 14.  My family were members of 

the Southport Methodist Church & were 

involved in many aspects of the life of the  

 



 

Church.  I was blessed with a happy 

childhood, loving parents & siblings & many 

relatives so have wonderful memories of 

family gatherings. 

2010 – 2011 were challenging years for me, 

work & health related.  It was throughout 

those challenges that I developed a much 

deeper relationship with God, learning to walk 

each day depending on & trusting in Him.  On 

reflection, I thank God for those trials as 

through those experiences I have been able to 

witness to others of God’s faithfulness & 

enduring love & provision. 

My passion for getting up each morning…. 

 

To welcome a new day in my life & give 

thanks to God for it…To thank God for all His 

blessings & to spend time with Him in His 

Word & in prayer… To see who God may bring 

across my path that day & for what reason 

…To spend time with my family / friends …To 

serve God, where opportunity presents… 

                 AND   FOR   SURE 
To have a coffee & chat with friends / neighbours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life groups take a break over the holiday period.  Consider Joining  a Life-Group  
(or starting one up) in 2024 

Speak with your Campus Admin or Campus Pastor 
 

 

 

  

  
 
Are you a part of a ministry team at CrossLife or planning to be in 2024?  
Be sure to complete a ministry application form and come along to the ‘Safe 
Church Training Day’ on Saturday 20 January 2024. 
 

MINISTRY TEAM APPLICATION 
If for some reason you haven’t completed a [Ministry Team Application]  
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/783fc65b2fba47179054b61423dd351f 
yet (including Leadership Teams), please do so as it is important that all have 
completed the application form and Safe Church Culture Course prior to the  
Training Day.                          See you there!   Christina Paton      

christina.paton@crosslife.org.au | CL Safe Church Manager & Systems Officer  
  

CrossLife Life-Groups Doing Life Together 

Life Groups  

Where God-things 

happen 

Fellowship 

Encouragement 

Learning 

Growth 

Support 

Outreach 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/783fc65b2fba47179054b61423dd351f
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/783fc65b2fba47179054b61423dd351f
mailto:christina.paton@crosslife.org.au


 

 

Praying 

for Our 

City and 

beyond 

PRAYER FOR CITY LEADERS              SCRIPTURE:   1 Timothy 2:1-2   
 Lord, we ask for Your wisdom and peace to settle upon all those in authority and in leadership, 
whether in churches or businesses, elected officials or educators. We pray for Your hand of protection 
over our leaders and their families and that they will be full of health, grace, and wisdom to navigate 
all that is in front of them. 

 Pray for the exposing of unrighteousness and compromise and for the raising up of Godly 
servant leaders across our city. 

 PRAYER FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
 That peace and safety will be like a covering over our City. 
 That holiday makers will be refreshed and find new hope, fresh vision and above all LIFE. May 

there be many sovereign encounters with our King – many drawn to think again about the 
purpose of life.- many drawn to Christ. 

 May family life be restored and reconciliations within family and marriages be the order of the 
day. 

 We pray particularly that the spirits and carnal attitudes and actions that outwork in domestic 
violence be held back and overthrown in this season. We pray for sovereign rescues and 
provision for those facing difficult threats of violence. 

PRAYER FOR THE BODY OF CHRIST ON THE GOLD COAST. 
As we celebrate the wonder of the incarnation – let us give thanks 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.             Isaiah 9:6-7 
 Take time in meditation and listening prayer and allow this scripture to captivate your heart afresh. 
Give thanks 

 That Jesus – Immanuel (God with us) has promised to be with us as we carry out the great 
commission, even to the end of the age. 

 That Jesus is the lamb slain from the creation of the world. 
 That Jesus is Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  
 That Jesus is coming again as King and judge. 

Pray for unity and synergy for the Body of Christ as we seek an increase of His Kingdom and His 
justice, righteousness and peace in our city. 
 In each congregation as we contemplate and celebrate the incarnation 
Pray that: 

 we might be filled with wonder afresh at the amazing reality that the Word became flesh and 
dwelt amongst us  

 we might catch in the depths of our hearts that Jesus has come from the bosom of the Father 
to make Him known. 

 We might be apprehended and inspired by the model of our servant King who gave himself up 
for our sakes. 



 

 

CrossLife 

Praywatch 

E-mail 
 

 
Would you like to make a difference in other people lives, do you want to be up to date on prayer 

needs across CrossLife family and ministries?  sign-up now to our Praywatch email, and pray 
along with around 80 other faithful pray-ers from across our campuses.   

Prayer Matters!    “The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to 

their cry.”Ps.34:15 

If we have a right relationship with God and are earnestly seeking to follow and honour him 

with our lives, we never have to wonder if he’s listening to our prayers. On the contrary, this 

verse assures us that he is carefully attuned to our lives and eager to hear every prayer that 

comes from our lips.  

Bottom line - God hears the prayers of those who put their trust in him. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS CLICK HERE   
  Or contact Pam.watkins@crosslife.org.au  0401 177 544 

 

The CrossLife Elders, Pastors and Intercessors 

would love to pray for you. You can choose the 

Level of privacy you desire. Your requests will be 

treated with   the utmost care 

You can choose to be prayed for remotely  

or face to face.  

 

 

Has God gifted you with a desire to minister in Prayer? Contact me and we’ll 

catch up for a coffee and a chat about the processes for being involved.   
Pam.watkins@crosslife.org.au CL Prayer pastor. 

 

 

https://crosslife.ucareapp.com/forms/128/embed
https://crosslife.ucareapp.com/forms/87/embed
mailto:Pam.watkins@crosslife.org.au
mailto:Pam.watkins@crosslife.org.au


 

 

CROSSWORD (good for the brain!!)  Answers on next page... 

 

The Birth of Jesus foretold | Matt. 1:18-25;  Luke 1:26-38 

 

  



 

 

ANSWERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Stories: If you have a life 

story to tell, a poem, a painting, or 

other written work that you would 

like to share contact Rhonda Bryan 

rjoys55@bigpond.com 

 

For back issues contact CL Pastor for 

seniors’ enrichment.   

  pam.watkins@crosslife.org.au 

A handful of printed copies of the 

current Seniors Quarterly will be 

available at your campus 

 

mailto:rjoys55@bigpond.com
mailto:pam.watkins@crosslife.org.au


 

Just for a giggle..or two!!  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

At our weekly Bible study, the leader asked an 

elderly gentleman, Walt, to open the meeting 

with prayer. Walt did so in a soft voice.  
 

Another man, straining to hear, shouted, “I can’t 

hear you!” Walt replied, “I wasn’t talking to 

you.”  

I was telling my three boys the story of the Nativity and 

how the Wise Men brought gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh for the infant Jesus. 
 

Clearly giving it a lot of thought, my six-year-old 

observed, "Mom, a Wise Woman would have brought 

diapers." 

When I went to a Christian school, I walked into the 
cafeteria and there on the table was a plate of fruit. Next to 
it was a sign that said "Take one. God is watching." 

Next to the fruit was a plate of cookies, which had a sign 
next to it, written by a fellow student, that said "Take as 
many as you want. God is watching the fruit."  

 

Giving a sermon one Sunday, I heard two teenage girls in the 
back giggling and disturbing people. I interrupted my sermon 
and announced sternly, "There are two of you here who have 
not heard a word I've said." That quieted them down. 
 
When the service was over, I went to greet people at the front 
door. Three adults apologized for going to sleep in church, 
promising it would never happen again 

 

Two Hollywood stars ran into each other at the 
door of their psychiatrist’s office. 
 

“Hello, there,” said one. “Are you coming or 
going?” 
 

“If I knew that,” said the other, “I wouldn’t be 
here.” 

 

? 


