“What Child is This? Unwrapping God’s Christmas Gift” 
Part 1 - Colossians 1:9-23; 2:8-10

Today, as we approach the celebration of Christmas, we will begin a four-part series entitled: “What Child is This? Unwrapping God’s Christmas Gift.”   
Paul’s desire was for the churches he loved to have a deeper knowledge of the fullness of Christ. Without question the 21st century church needs a higher and fuller appreciation to the excellency of Christ.  

Let us think for a moment about the incomparable, unequaled glories of Christ.  
· Jesus is the _____________ of God in bodily form. (Col. 2:8-10) The greatest reality of the story of Christmas is without question, the birth of the Son of God. Jesus is the unique, one of a kind, one and only, Son of God and God the Son. The crux of the matter is that Jesus was/is/always will be God.

Central to the Christmas message is the person and identity of the Bethlehem Babe.  Confusion surrounding the identity of Jesus was present in Jesus’ own day. He asked the disciples, “who do men say that I am?” (Matt 13:53-57, John 6:41-42, John 7:25-29)  The obvious humanity of Jesus caused many to miss the deity of Jesus! The mystery of the Incarnation is great! John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word… and the Word was God.” John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” If Jesus is not who He said He was, nothing else matters!

· Jesus is the _____________ God. (Col. 1:16) The baby that Mary wrapped in swaddling clothes was the Creator of the universe. Scriptures are clear that all things were created by Him. (John 1:2-3, Heb 1:10-12) He is the Lord and Master of all creation! The natural realm, the spiritual realm, the physical realm, Lord of the living and the dead! 

· Jesus is the ______________ God. (Col. 1:13-14) Because of His Person, He could accomplish redemption for us. If He is not 
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“who” He was, He could not have accomplished “what” He did for us.
· He has delivered us from darkness.
· He has transferred us to the kingdom of His Beloved Son.
· He has redeemed us with His blood.
· He has given us forgiveness of sin!

 Albert Barnes, “the blood of the cross was fitted to secure entire reconciliation between God and man. There was no guilt, now producing alienation, which it could not wash away.”

· Jesus is the ____________________ Lord. (Col.1:18) That is, Jesus is to be first in rank, dignity, honor, power; He is pre-eminent!  What is God’s final validation of His Son? He raised him from the dead! This was the preaching of Peter on Pentecost, Acts 2:22-36

Application: Since Jesus is the Creator God, every molecule is under His authority!  We can rejoice that our Lord and Savior is Sovereign over all.
		
Since Jesus is the Redeeming Savior, we can be reconciled to God and experience peace! A peace knowing we are forgiven, cleansed and made right with God.

Since Jesus is our Resurrected Lord, we have the hope of heaven, eternal life and eternity with the One that loved us first and loved us most! 
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