The Church is a Spiritual Reality
Ephesians 1 and John 14:16-18, 26-27; 16:7-15
As we have considered the nature and purpose of the church these past few weeks, it should be evident that we are not speaking of any mere earthly institution or entity. The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a supernatural reality planned and purposed by the Triune God from eternity past.  
To believe that the church came into existence on its own accord, is as foolish as believing that the natural universe came into existence of its own power. God the Creator planned the universe to display His glory, and He planned the church to display His glory and to be a glorious bride for His Son.
· The church was                            by the Father before time began (Eph. 1:3-6). The church was not an afterthought in the mind of God, it was not a plan B. 
God planned and purposed the redemption of every redeemed soul, that makes us the church, before the worlds were formed. This is often referred to as the "covenant of redemption."
· The church was                                 by the Son as He stepped into time (Eph. 1:7-12). What God determined before time was actualized in time, when He sent His only begotten Son into the world to be the propitiation for our sin.
Our faith and hope are anchored in a historical reality: the death, burial, and resurrection of the Son of God. Even though the Son is eternally equal to the Father, Jesus willingly submitted to the Father’s plan, taking upon himself the punishment of sinners upon Himself.
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· The church is                                   by the Spirit for all time and eternity (Eph. 1:13-14). The atoning work of Christ is applied to the repentant, believing sinner by the work of the Holy Spirit. The work of Christ must be personally and individually received!
The Spirit of God brings regeneration. How can spiritually dead individuals come to life? Only by the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to convict of sin, granting us repentance and faith. Only the Spirit of God can truly transform lives and give us life.
Application: Has the Spirit of God convicted you of sin?
Have you responded in repentance and faith?
Are you seeking to make the gospel known to others?
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