Why I Love My Church - I’m Part of the Body of Christ
1 Corinthians 12:12-26
Scripture describes the church with many analogies and word pictures, such as the church as a family, a flock, a bride, an army, a temple, and a body. Paul Minear’s classic book, Images of the New Testament Church, describes 96 images of the church.
· Many members, but only               body. (1 Cor. 12:12-13) Paul loved to use the analogy of “the body” to illustrate the church’s interdependence and various giftedness. We have all been baptized into one body and were all made to drink of one Sprit.
Paul clearly indicates that all members of the body, though diverse in giftedness, were all placed in the body by the one Spirit. No true believer is left without the Spirit, and everyone in the body of Christ has the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Note: The church is the body of Christ; this analogy teaches us about the headship of Christ. (Col. 1:18) 
· Different parts, but all                                    as God desired. (14-19) Paul identifies several body parts and emphasizes their relationship to the body as a whole. 

· Often, we view interdependence as a                                   , when in reality, it is a wonderful part of God’s design. No one member is without relationship to the whole and without need of the whole body.

· It is God Who has designed the body as He                           .  Every church body is designed by God to bring glory to Him, yet they can often be very different.
Note: God loves diversity; He hates division. God loves unity; He hates uniformity. God doesn’t want every church to be the same; that’s “uniformity.” God does desire every church to be “unified” with appreciation for the diversity of the members.  
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· Different parts, but all                                 honorable to God. (20-24) Paul stresses the necessity of all the parts of the body. We cannot say to any member, “we have no need of you.”
Everyone enjoys the feeling of “being needed.” To feel unneeded or unnecessary is most troubling emotionally. Every member of the body of Christ is important and honorable. 
Note: If you struggle with thoughts of unworthiness, please contact a pastor, counselor, or friend. You are most needed within the body of Christ!
· Different parts, all                             for one another. (25-26) Paul closes this lengthy analogy by reminding his readers that unity and ministry are key! No division should be created by the diversity of gifts, but rather an ever-expanding unity. 
Note: Praise God for the sharing and caring of the BBC body with all of its members! Verse 26 is so critical to what it means to be in covenant with one another. However, often we find it easier to do the first part than the last.
Be careful not to become envious of God’s blessing upon a brother or sister in Christ. 
Application: Are you a part of the body of Christ? 
Are you serving the body, alongside others? 
Are you appreciative of the diversity within the body of Christ?
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