“Elijah and the Divine Provision of God”
1 Kings 17:1-7
We introduced Elijah last Sunday. His name means my God is Yahweh. Elijah was a man whose very name indicated Who he trusted and Who he served. In our Scripture this morning we will discover the awesome power and provision of Elijah’s God.
Elijah burst onto the scene with a strong word of judgment concerning a prolonged drought upon the land. Upon making this grievous pronouncement of coming judgment, God then has Elijah hide himself.  During those years of drought, the needs of the people became extreme, yet God provided for his servant Elijah. 
· Elijah was a prophet who fully                              God (1-1). Even though we know little about this strange prophet, we can conclude several significant things concerning him.

· He believed what God had said, and he ____________ it. Elijah knew the promises of the Lord if the people turned to other gods and worshiped idols.
(Deuteronomy 11:16-17)
Do we believe what God has said enough to proclaim it?
· He believed what God had said and he                      it. While 1 Kings 17, does not mention Elijah praying for the drought, except in chapter 18:42, he prayed for the drought to end; it is evident that the drought commenced at his prayer as well. (James 5:17-18)
Do we believe what God has said enough to pray it!
· He believed what God said and therefore he _____________ it (17:5, 10). Elijah’s life is marked by faithful obedience to the Word of the Lord. He did not delay; he did not argue; he did not question; he only obeyed!
Do we believe what God has said enough to obey it!
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· God is a God of supernatural                                    (2-4). God, knowing the desperation coming, and even the vengeance that would be directed toward his servant Elijah, provided both protection and provision.

· God directs him to a place of                                    and provision (3, 5). God knows exactly how best to provide for His servant. God leaves nothing to chance! God directs Elijah’s path!
· God commands the                        to feed His servant there (4). The God that Elijah serves is the Creator of heaven and earth. He commands all of creation.
· God teaches Elijah to                       Him. (6-7) God does not send Elijah food sufficient for days, weeks or months, but rather daily bread! We often desire a storehouse, so we don’t have to worry.
Note: God allowed the brook to dry-up! Could God have sustained the brook’s water, even during the drought? Of course. But God did not want Elijah to trust in the brook (the means of provision) but rather trust in God (the Maker of provision).
Elijah was all alone, waiting on the Lord! There is blessing to those that wait upon the Lord.
Application: 
Our God provides all that we need:
We need to be saved - provided the Savior.
We need to be instructed - provided the Word.
We need to be encouraged - provided the Church.
We need to be empowered - provided the Holy Spirit. 
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