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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio
	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am with Communion
Reminder:  Turn your clocks back on the evening of Nov. 1
· November   2 – Worship and Sunday School, All Saints Sunday
				  Congregational meeting following service	
· November   9 – Worship and Coffee Hour
· November 16 – Worship and Sunday School
· November 23 – Worship at Grace at 9:30 am
				 Community Thanksgiving Worship Service at 				 Country Covenant church at 7 pm
· November 30 – Worship



	A Letter from Pastor Gerry Rickel:

Grace, Mercy and Pecse be with you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  We had a wonderful weekend on Sept. 20th and 21st.  I give thanks for our time together and for the celebration of Pastor Arne Walker’s life and ministry.  First of all, thanks for the generous honorarium I received.  It was completely unnecessary.  I was so very honored to conduct and preach the service for Arne.  Sunday was meant to be a thank you to Pastor David and the good people of Grace for all your hard work you put into making such a special time for Pastor Walker and his family.  Secondly, thank you for raising up the gift of Pastor Walker.  He was one special person.  I can think of few people who worked so hard, thought so creatively, loved everyone and was devoted to his churches as Arne Walker.  We were blessed to have him in our lives.  We spent plenty of time remembering and looking back recently.  A word is in order about the future!  These are changing times for God’s church.  The old ways don’t work anymore.  I want you to be encouraged.  Believe and act as if your best days are ahead.  Indeed, minister with the Good News of the fathers/mothers but in the language of children.  Once again, a pleasure being with you all and thanks for the gift!   In Christ, Gerry Rickel, Pastor
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As I am writing this letter, America is once again gorging itself on evil and joyfully worshipping Satan. Yes, it’s Halloween. Up until about 50 years ago, kids would dress up as clowns or hobos or princesses, going door-to-door or to houses decorated with pumpkins and cornstalks, signs of the harvest. Somewhere since then, Halloween took a very dark turn.  Ironically, the word Halloween comes from “All Hallows Eve,” the day before All Saints Day on November 1st.  All Saints Day is meant to honor those Christians that have gone to be with the Lord and have left us with examples of how to live a Godly life.
As in all aspects of life, as America has moved away from God, God has
allowed America to be given up to “a debased mind and to things that should not be done.” (Romans 1:28). Kids compete to see who can wear the most gruesome costumes, soaked in fake blood, usually incorporating fangs, long knives, hatchets, chain saws, and other hideous paraphernalia.  More and more households now compete to see who can create the most gruesome front yard Halloween displays with graveyards, skeletons, scenes of torture, and mutilations.  Some have even gone so far as to man their horrid creations at night to shock any onlookers with live scare tactics. Commercial haunted houses grow ghastlier and more realistic every year.
As part of this season, we can also expect the usual lineup of scary movies
out of Hollywood.  These are not innocent suspense movies.  No, they feature
graphic depictions of gratuitous killings, mutilations, beheadings, and torture. The “heroes” of these films are serial killers with names such as Pinhead, Pennywise, Chucky, and Freddy Krueger.  These names are as familiar to the world as Peter and Paul are to Christians.   “Oh, but Pastor, it’s all in fun.  No one takes these things seriously.”  Au contraire!  For one, the more people partake of these shameful and unrighteous displays, the more they are “normalizing” their use.  And while you may think that children have become hardened by these displays, know that such things cause high levels of anxiety, fear, and anti-social behavior.  Most importantly, if people are not only participating in such activities, but also being entertained by them, they are honoring and worshipping Satan.  That does not sit well with God.
Our response as believers?   Do not participate in such things.  Hopefully, that
is obvious.  Secondly, if you have children that still celebrate Halloween, try to
keep them safe and away from houses decorated in hellish displays.  Arrange your own parties with more wholesome activities.  Keep your eyes open all year round to such evil behaviors and avoid them at all cost. And finally, continue to pray that God will open the eyes of the unsaved so they can see the wide path to destruction that they have chosen.

AMEN

Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed and by appointment when requested.

	VISION TEAM REPORT
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a Vision Team member
 At their October meeting the Vision Team:
· Approved minutes and treasurer’s reports.
· Pastor continues to visit with those in need on a regular basis.
· 150 people attended Pastor Walker’s memorial service.
· There are now 13 students enrolled in our preschool.
· Pastor installed a doorbell security camera at the front door so he can see who is coming in and going out.
· Volunteer Sunday will be Sunday, April 26th.
· We are considering having another Seder dinner this spring.
· Confirmation class is being planned to begin mid-January.
· Rebecca Circle asked VT to consider assisting with the cost to paint the kitchen, including ceiling walls and cabinets There is some memorial money that is being considered for this project.  
· Discussed estimates for masonry repair on the building.  To be discussed and voted on at Nov. 2nd congregational meeting as amount is over $5000.
· Reviewed parking lot resurfaacing quotes.  No decision yet.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Membership information:  Carol Nelson has moved.  If you would like her new address, please contact the church office.
SPECIAL THANKS to all who have shared their time and talents with Grace , including but not limited to:
· Thanks to all who volunteer to assist in worship.  Please see sign up sheet in the gathering room to volunteer.
· Thanks to the Sunday School for the great Noah’s Ark song performed in church on October 19th.
· Thanks to Tricia for continuing to follow up on all the odds and ends items that need to be done and reminding people to follow up on them.



	From Dottie Mantsch:

Thanks to the amazing community of Grace for the surprise birthday party and the many beautiful birthday cards sent for my birthday!  After 40 years at Grace I shouldn't be surprised at how wonderful you all are!  May God bless each and every one of you in the coming year as we move into the Advent and Christmas season together.  Love, Dottie Mantsch




	
FINANCIAL MATTERS – SEPTEMBER 2025
Winding down to the last months of 2025 (yes, already!) All of your donations to
Grace, allow a variety of ministries to continue, and grow, i.e., Grace Preschool.
· Oktoberfest was blessed with wonderful weather, which captured a wonderfulturnout, great food and fellowship in our community. Half of the donations collected were donated to the Elburn Food Pantry: $ 418.
· Autumn rummage sale proceeds, & misc. donations we have collected add up to $4,900. These funds will be designated to the Capital Building Improvements project as ( *ironically / coincidentally / Divine Intervention *) the week after the sale it was determined that our well pressure tank needed to be replaced – that cost was $4,995.
· Our Capital Building Improvements Fund is “seeking donations” for various unplanned for building maintenance issues. Please consider making a contribution and notating : “Capital Building Improvement Fund” on your check.
· End of the year planning -  please note that any donations to be captured for the 2025 tax year, will need to be received in the church office by Sunday, Dec. 28 th .
Brief recap of September financials:
	September 2025 	2025 Year-to-Date 	2024 Year-to-Date
Income: 	 $ 21,435* 			$ 228,279 			$ 143,426
Expenses: 	$ 18,855	 		$ 173,624 			$ 133,105
NET +/- 	$   2,580 			$   54,655 			$   10,321
*includes Rummage Sale Proceeds	

I pray for continued blessings upon our Grace family in the last quarter of 2025.	Blessings, Tricia Painter, Treasure



** Due to snap food benefits being temporary discontinued, please consider donating food to the Elburn food pantry.
Baskets are located in the gathering room.  Items needed include adult cereals, large cans of soup (18.5 oz), boxed pasta (not spaghetti), juice bottles (apple or cranberry), salad dressings, ketchup, stuffing, gravy.

	  GRACE PRESchool ProgramThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

The preschool year resumed in September on Mondays and Wednesdays. Registration is open for the 2025-2026 school year. Please tell anyone you know with a 3 to 5 year-old child to check out our website at graceoflilylake.org/PDO. You can also contact Janice 	Muncie directly at 630-854-1066.
Reminder that all doors at church are to remain locked when Preschool is in session on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 am to 2 pm.  If you enter the building, please make sure that you lock the door behind you when you enter and when you leave.
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Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 18th at 1 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Hostesses are  Dottie Mantsch and Adrianne Mikrut.  Please bring items for the food pantry (adult cereals, large soup cans, juice bottles (apple or cranberry) paper towels, pumpkin pie ingredients, ketchup, etc.)

Kitchen News:  Starting November 3rd, the kitchen will be closed due to painting.  We will be utilizing tables in the Fellowship Hall as we store kitchen items. Please be respectful by not going into the kitchen to see the progress of looking through the items on the tables.  Kitchen will be closed approximately one month.
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Our Annual Christmas luncheon will be held at Sorrento’s on Tuesday, December 2nd at noon.  Registration and payment are required.  Forms are available in the Gathering Room and must be returned to Cheryl Nelson no later than November 16th.  




	From the ELCA:  

Leadership Circle Advent video devotional series featuring videos from program directors of churchwide ministries. Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry will close the series with a special devotional on December 17th. You can learn more and RSVP to receive these emailed devotionals at ELCA.org/LeadershipCircle.   Each week, you'll receive a preview of that Sunday's readings and hear about a different aspect of the ELCA's work in the world from leaders across churchwide ministries. 

We invite you to use these devotions as part of your spiritual Advent journey this year.
To make sure you receive these devotionals, please visit ELCA.org/LeadershipCircle or email us at LeadershipCircle@ELCA.org to RSVP and give us an up-to-date email address.
Evangelical  Lutheran Church in America
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from 6-7 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Come enjoy the fun and maybe lose a few pounds.

	HOLIDAY BAKE SALEThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Get your baking mitts ready. The Bake Sale is fast approaching!!!
Date: December 13th
Time: 9-1
A big Thank you to John Verner for submitting a request to Thrivent to help with the cost of the
baking supplies needed for our many bakers.
Baking Supplies pick up date- November 29th. 9am -1pm. I will leave the remainder in the Gathering Room if you cannot make this time. When getting your supplies please also take as many aluminum trays you will need to bring the baked goods back in. This helps
so much in the set up.
If you are bringing baked items in your own wrapped packaging please make sure the item is
priced accordingly.

Bake Goods Drop off- Friday December 12th -
- AM drop off- 10 to 1:30
- PM drop off - 5-8
I am still working on the volunteer sign up sheets and the graphic handout that we can hang
around establishments and post on social media. That really helped our sales of cookies last
year and brought more customers for our vendors that support us.
Any questions or concerns please feel free to call me or e-mail me.
	Candice Verner
	630-362-4659
Candicehopkins31@gmail.com
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Grace Lutheran is a partnership church.  Nancy Corbige, our representative to Habitat for Humanity, reports that they have started building a new house in St. Charles, north of Rte 64 and that volunteers are needed.  Times you may volunteer include, Wednesday, Friday or Saturday from 8:30 am to 4 pm.  

If you can volunteer a day or more, please send your name and email address to Nancy at ncorbige@gmail.com.  She will keep us updated on the progress of the build.  Volunteers do a variety of jobs, including providing lunches, doing clean up, painting and construction work.
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The next Roadrunners trip is scheduled for September
21-25 (or 26) 2026.  We will be going to Frankenmuth, 			 Michigan.  Save the dates – more information to come.

	Autumn 2025 ~ Rummage Sale
Our Autumn Rummage Sale was held Oct 3+4 – and blessed with some great Indian summer weather too!  “Thank you” to the many ‘donors’ who had accumulated and saved their donations.   We were able to get a jump start on the week.  After Oktoberfest, tables were set up and ready for donations that we received the next day after worship.
Our volunteers assembled on Wed + Thurs with many helping hands working in staging our donations.  Areas included the garage (coordinated by Linda Smykowski) , under the pavilion with clothing, etc. (coordinated by Cathy Whiteside), jewelry and fine collectibles (coordinated by Suzanne Girsch and Char Sportsman), as well as
holiday decor and household goods in Fellowship Hall, and spread into 2 Sunday School rooms (Twyla Strom and Marty Bradley).  Other volunteers at various times during the week were: Ian Engberg, Cara Turner, Cathy Whiteside, Karen Patterson, Chris Gerke, Diane Lilly, Jon Whiteside, Nancy Corbige, Helen Gruber, Cathy Lindquist, Dottie Mantsch, Kay Kinsel, Kathy Hooey, Kurt Redemann, Cheryl Nelson, Vicky Linden,  Steve/Ann Butcher, John Verner, Janice Muncie, Leonette Pahr, Nancy Burtnette, Cassie Muenster, Megan Brannen, Nancy Schnaitman, daughter Sally and grandson, Brian, Dallas Peters. Sale signs were set up/placed/taken down by Bill/Lori U’Ren, Kurt Redemann and Tricia. .  (** I apologize as I may have missed your name as I do try to track the willing hands that are with us during the many tasks each day ). 
Special note of thanks to those that helped in our clean-up efforts and helped load a few cars with donations going to MSHV/Help-a-Veteran (Wheaton + Downers Grove) a/k/a Operation Sweet Life, Karen Broten with various items (shoes, clothing, books) she collects and send to the Joe Boway Family for the Liberian Children’s Mission school in Liberia, Elgin Homeless (men). Ongoing thanks and blessed gratitude to Cathy Whiteside, with her ‘team’ that carries on in her absence, and Cathy who continues to coordinate several avenues and charities before and after the sale with various clothing items: select items for Christmas Shoeboxes, in-season clothes are assembled and given to Pastor Anna-Kari for the people coming into Chicago (all ages) and donations taken to First Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chicago.
The success of this sale comes from a church-wide effort with all of your ‘material’ donations and contributions along with your extra time and talents. It is gratifying to capture so many volunteer helping hands.  This event draws many from the community and with our continued efforts we pray this brings these visitors back to join in
worship and other ministries with us. Without the help of many of you, it would not be such an efficient routine. I feel so blessed that so many of you dedicate your time, talents and goods to support this fundraiser for Grace.
Our 2-day sale netted ~ $4,900! The dollars raised certainly help offset some of our building maintenance expenses in our continuing care of God’s house (the week after the sale we had to replace the well pressure tank!) I’m grateful and thankfully pray for all of the support that so many of you have given – many hands do make all of the tasks at hand, run smoothly.   The fellowship and support are priceless!
In Peace, from Your Fellow Grace Member, Tricia Painter, Rummage Sale Coordinator

	SEASONAL JOBS AVAILABLE AT SAMARITAN’S PURSE
Samaritan’s Purse is currently seeking strong Christian men and women to join our team for a special, four-week project with Operation Christmas Child. We’ve already filled over 130 positions but are still looking for 30–40 more individuals to assist with warehouse operations, specifically in heavy lifting, bag screeners (security/law enforcement experience wanted), and CDL-A Driver roles. We’re reaching out to local churches across the Chicagoland area to see if any members of your congregation might be interested in serving with us this season.
 
About the Role:
We’re looking for candidates who have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, align with the mission of Samaritan’s Purse, and thrive in a fast-paced, team-oriented environment. Flexibility, a strong work ethic, and a heart to serve are essential because every box processed helps share the Gospel with children around the world.
Position Details:
· Seasonal Employment: November 24 – December 20 at the Operation Christmas Child Processing Center in Aurora, IL
· Schedule: 40+ hours per week, Monday – Saturday (Thanksgiving Day off)
· Pay: $20 per hour
· Positions:
· Warehouse Team Member
· CDL-A Driver
· Bag Screener
Contact: Katie Benson
SAMARITAN'S PURSE
Staffing Specialist | HUMAN RESOURCES
828-588-8169 Office | 331-399-5564 Cell
kbenson2@samaritan.org
800 N Commerce St. | Aurora, IL 60504
https://www.samaritanspurse.org
 



	
NOISY OFFERING
Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.




MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· SPECIAL TECH NEED: Are you familiar with IT / computer technology / streaming ??  We are asking  for several people to become familiar with or learn the technology that we use to record our church services with.  Seeking several people so we will be able to spread out the weekly tasks, so your assistance is not necessary every week ~ please consider ~ and contact Pastor or Tricia Painter 
 
· If you can knit or crochet, we need you to help make more prayer shawls as we are running low.  We have the yarn so please contact Helen Gruber if you can help.  If you know of someone needing a PRAYER SHAWL, please let Twyla Strom know. 

· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter for further details.

	SPECIAL MINISTRY INFORMATION
Bridge to Life Group’s Jesus Closet (homeless in Elgin): Items needed are backpacks, blankets, gym shoes, t-shirts, jeans, coats and socks.  Please mark donated items to the attention of Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096).  Thank you for all the donations.
Clothing and miscellaneous items for those in need in Chicago are being collected by Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096) to be given to Pastor Anna-Kari Johnson for distribution in Chicago. Thank you to all who have donated in the past. 

	CONTACTS:  
For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.  For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.

	Information for the December newsletter will be due by November 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you



RUMMAGE SALE CLOTHING TEAM
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 Chicago church where much of the leftover clothing from the Rummage Sale was taken.  Jon Whiteside, Robert (church president) Cathy Whiteside, Pastor Nixon Mwitula at First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3500 W Fullerton Ave, Chicago Il 605447
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