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	AMAZING GRACE
CONNECTIONS
Faith  >   Family  >   Community



Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd, St. Charles, IL  60175
Pastor David Mercurio
	Worship every Sunday
At 9:30 am with CommUNION
· December   7 – Worship and Sunday School & Coffee Hour
				 celebrating St. Lucia 
· December 14 – Worship
· December 21 – Worship with Children’s Music
· December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship at 7 pm
· December 28 – Worship 



	.THE SEASON OF ADVENT:  The season of advent runs for 4 weeks from Sunday, November 30th through December 24th.
Advent is dedicated to reflective preparation for the arrival (advent) of Jesus Christ’s Nativity at Christmas as well as Christ’s expected return in the Second Coming.  Each week focuses on a different theme: home, peace, joy and love.
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I wish I were writing to you about caroling, hot chocolate, and Christmas ornaments.  But I have a more serious topic I want to share with you, so I hope we can return to a happier discussion another time.  As I am sure you have noticed, there is a seismic cultural shift occurring in America (and other parts of the world), so we need to be “wise as serpents and
innocent as doves” (Mt 10:16).  I see a confluence of three societal changes that together have the potential to produce the perfect storm of chaos.  Let me describe each independently, then summarize what could possibly happen when they meet, and finally, a Christian response.
Trend 1:  Artificial Intelligence. I have written about AI previously, noting its potential for both good and bad. But just last month, we have started to see its ill effects.  Major corporations have been laying off tens of thousands of their (mostly white-collar) employees.  In part, this has been because of over-staffing, in part because of cost cutting, but in large part, because these jobs have been permanently replaced by AI.  This has obvious long-term deleterious economic implications.
Trend 2:  Capitalism run amok.  Our monopoly laws are supposed to prevent a concentration of market share and control among just a few providers of goods and services. Monopolies, where one company is the sole provider, (or oligopolies, where a very few control most of the output) prevent consumers from having choices.  Having choices is what keeps prices in check.  But the Anti-Trust Division of our Department of Justice seems to be on a perennial vacation.
As a result, the state of commerce today is highly concentrated among two or three major providers across most industries.  The result has been steep price increases and fewer choices.  Consider banking, wireless carriers, automobile manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, computer hardware and software, food manufacturing and distribution, as examples.
Trend 3:  As I have mentioned in sermons and past newsletters, America can no longer be called a Judeo-Christian nation.  Attendance and membership across all the mainline denominations (Roman Catholicism included) has been in steep decline for decades, while the evangelical population ebbs and flows.  People no longer seek God for truth; they prefer science, logic, or government, even “internet influencers!”   What has been the effect of replacing God with humanism as our source of truth? In just our lifetime, what was once shameful is today celebrated.  Instead of valuing and embracing life, we now increasingly promote a culture of death and dysfunction: abortion mills, drug legalization, legalized gambling, open pornography, even assisted suicide!!  It feels like we’re living in the Bedford Falls alternate reality of Pottersville in which George Bailey had never been born.  And not only is society moving away from Christianity; Christians are now the enemy!   We are labeled domestic terrorists and our Gospel Message is classified as “hate speech” (Oh irony of ironies!). Satan is clearly gaining ground.
So what effects can we expect from the convergence of these three trends? Especially for the young, a traditional lifestyle seems out of reach.  Good paying jobs with opportunities for advancement are getting harder to find. An investment in a college education often leaves graduates unemployed or under-employed and saddled with enormous student loans, debt they will never be able to pay off.  And the process to discharge this debt in bankruptcy is extremely costly and complicated.  Housing is scarce and unaffordable. Prices of many goods and services have risen exorbitantly because of the prevalence of monopolies/oligopolies.  People are frustrated, hopeless and angry. So understandably, they are going to lash out at the existing systems of power and control, fight hard to overturn them, and seek to replace them with something radically different, a change that offers them hope.
And here is where things can go terribly wrong.   We see the old guard being kicked to the curb.  New systems of governance unheard of in America even ten years ago-socialism, communism, guaranteed state-provided income, Sharia Law, even state-enabled anarchy- are gaining traction in urban centers.  But these “new” systems are not new, and they offer hope in the same way a worm on a hook offers a fish a tasty snack.  		(continued on next page)
History has shown over and over that such systems make great promises up front, but eventually deliver nothing but death and destruction.  (“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”)   Why is this so?   Because mankind is naturally sinful and selfish, not righteous and magnanimous.  The more power that is concentrated in fewer hands, the more evil those hands become.  Ultimately those systems do not deliver the good that was promised for the many, rather, they become the source of wealth and power to the few who rule, and a penalty of misery and hardship to the ruled.
And as these systems take seed and grow, people who originally supported them find out that these promised benefits slowly disappear, while their freedoms are taken away. Sadly, these abusive systems become increasingly entrenched and self-protective over time and therefore cannot be changed overnight as in an open election. They typically last generations and only come to an end through rebellion, war, and the death of many.
So, what should our response be through all this? I believe that there are five practical steps we as Christians can take:
1. Continue to give thanks to God for all the blessings He has given us, and pray for strength, endurance, and wisdom for any future trials we might go through.
2. Pray especially diligently for all the unsaved in our circles of influence and don’t be shy about sharing Christ with them.  People today are afraid and living through uncertain times. They need to hear about the assurance of the Good News of the Gospel and they deserve  an opportunity to accept it.
3.  Encourage and vote for local, state, and Federal legislators who support laws that protect individual freedoms, including the right to worship, the right to own property, and the right to live free from excessive government interference.
4. “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (Jn 14:27). As Christians become more of a minority voice in America, we will face increasing criticism, ridicule, and even persecution, so prepare your heart today and continue your resolve to fight the good fight of faith and to finish the race that has been set out for us.
5. Finally, do not put your hope in any man, woman, or entity who promises you a better life, especially if that “better life” involves an exchange of more control for them and less freedom for you. Only one man, Jesus Christ, has the power to make life better. Therefore, continue to put your faith exclusively in Him. And remember, true disciples are not here to seek a better life in this world, but to bring as many with us as possible into a glorious eternity.
AMEN

Pastor’s Hours:  Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays plus Sundays and as needed and by appointment when requested.



	VISION TEAM REPORT
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a Vision Team member
 At their November meeting the Vision Team:
· Approved minutes and treasurer’s reports.
· Pastor worked with our community churches to put together the Community Thanksgiving service
· Possibly switching from Church Windows to Quick Books for easy treasurer use; need a full review of our hardware and software
· Kar Free Flowers will no longer be our flower source due to cost increases;  Kathy H and Linda S will be buying flowers from Jewel or Costco
· 2026 VP budget meeting will be held January 7th at 6:30pm
· There will be openings on several committees for 2026 – please consider running when asked by our Nomination Committee
· We now have 2 zero turn lawn mowers


OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHRISTMAS GIVING
· Elgin Crisis Center:  The Give a Gift tags for children tree will be in the gathering room on November 29th.  Gifts must be returned to church by December 14th.  Also needed are hats, gloves and socks for any age (special need: men’s socks).
· ELCA Good Gifts program:  this program offers many was to assist people around the world in 86 countries. Your donation can be in any of these categories:  God’s Global Barnyard, Clean Water, Women and Children, Agriculture, Health and Nutrition, Help in Times of Crisis, Leader Training, or Grow the Church.  The Rebecca Circle supports this program each year and will take your donations from November 30 through December 28.  A catalog of options can be viewed at church or found on ELCA.org/goodgifts.  
· Elburn Countryside Food Pantry:  donations of food can be dropped off at the Elburn Committee Center or at church on Sundays.  Donations can be mailed to Countryside Food Pantry, 526 S Main St., Elburn, IL 60119-9135.  Grace has been involved with the pantry for many years with many of our members volunteering, along with four other community churches.
· We all have our favorite charities and this season is a wonderful time to give your time and gifts to them.

	         HOLIDAY BAKE SALEThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY


	Date: December 13th
	Time: 9-1
.
Baking Supplies pick up date- November 29th. 9am -1pm. I will leave the remainder in the Gathering Room if you cannot make this time.  See Linda S. for refrigerated items.  When getting your supplies please also take as many aluminum trays you will need to bring the baked goods back in. This helps so much in the set up.
If you are bringing baked items in your own wrapped packaging please make sure the item is priced accordingly.

Bake Goods Drop off- Friday December 12th -
- AM drop off- 10 to 1:30
- PM drop off - 5-8
Any questions or concerns please feel free to call me or e-mail me.
	Candice Verner
	630-362-4659
Candicehopkins31@gmail.com
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The next Roadrunners trip is scheduled for September
21-25 (or 26), 2026.  We will be going to Frankenmuth, 			 Michigan.  Save the dates – more information to come.

	SPECIAL THANKS to all who have given of their time, talent and gifts:

· Thank you to Candice Verner for coordinating the Holiday Bake Sale and all who are providing baked goods.
· Thank you to all who helped decorate the church on November 29th for the Christmas season.
· Thank you to Pastor for the extra hours spent helping to put together the Community Thanksgiving service held on November 23rd and our Christmas Eve Service.
· Special thanks to Janice Munice, teachers and students and crew for the Sunday School/ Preschool music program on December 21st.
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from 6-7 pm in Fellowship Hall on Dec. 4th and 11th and will continue in the new year from 1/8/26 to 4/30/26. Come enjoy the fun.
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Grace Lutheran is a partnership church.  Nancy Corbige, our representative to Habitat for Humanity, reports that they have started building a new house in St. Charles, north of Rte 64 and that volunteers are needed.  Times you may volunteer include, Wednesday, Friday or Saturday from 8:30 am to 4 pm.  

If you can volunteer a day or more, please send your name and email address to Nancy at ncorbige@gmail.com.  She will keep us updated on the progress of the build.  Volunteers do a variety of jobs, including providing lunches, doing clean up, painting and construction work.



	SPECIAL MINISTRY INFORMATION
Bridge to Life Group’s Jesus Closet (homeless in Elgin): Items needed are backpacks, blankets, gym shoes, t-shirts, jeans, coats and socks.  Please mark donated items to the attention of Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096).  Thank you for all the donations.Clothing and miscellaneous items for those in need in Chicago are being collected by Cathy Whiteside (630/605-1096) to be given to Pastor Anna-Kari Johnson for distribution in Chicago. Thank you to all who have donated in the past. 



	NOISY OFFERING  Every Sunday we collect a “noisy offering” when you wish to empty your change purse or pockets.  We are currently collecting for maintenance items.  Thank you.




MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
· SPECIAL TECH NEED: Are you familiar with IT / computer technology / streaming ??  We are asking  for several people to become familiar with or learn the technology that we use to record our church services with.  Seeking several people so we will be able to spread out the weekly tasks, so your assistance is not necessary every week ~ please consider ~ and contact Pastor or Tricia Painter 
 
· If you can knit or crochet, we need you to help make more prayer shawls as we are running low.  We have the yarn so please contact Helen Gruber if you can help.  If you know of someone needing a PRAYER SHAWL, please let Twyla Strom know. 

· The Finance Team is looking for volunteers to sign up as counters (counting our weekly offerings after worship).  Please see Linda Smykowski or Tricia Painter for further details.


	CONTACTS:  
For emergencies, please contact the church office at 630-365-6751.  For prayer requests or other needs please call Kathy Hooey at 630-341-2293 or leave a message at the church office at 630-365-6751.  Messages are checked daily at noon & 5 pm.



	Information for the January newsletter will be due by December 25th– please send items to Marty Bradley at masbradley50@gmail.com.    Thank you
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Wednesday, December 31, 2025
10:30am to Ipm

Grace Lutheran Church of Lily Lake
5N600 Hanson Rd.

St. Charles, IL 60175

Lower Level, Fellowship Hall
(graceoflilylake.org)

Join us for an unforgettable Noon New Year's Eve party for the WHOLE family as
we bid farewell to the old and welcome the new year. Get ready for a mid-day event
(because the kids and sometimes adults get tired waiting for the evening clock to
strike 12 midnight) filled with laughter, music, line dancing, games, food, soft drinks,
party favors, and joyful celebrations, including a count down to NOON! Feel free to
dress up for the occasion!

Special Line Dance Instruction and MC by Nancy with “Dance for Joy”
Free-will donations accepted. RSVP by SATURDAY, 12/27/25 with the number
attending to: Nancy Corbige 847-212-0237 or ncorbige @gmail.com

All Children must be escorted by Parent(s) or Guardian
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