The Advent Wreath			            
   Reader 1: The Advent wreath began in Christian homes in the 1800's as a way to prepare 
     for the celebration of Christ's birth. The circle represents God's endless love; the
     evergreens symbolize eternal life; and the candles symbolize the growing light of Christ 
     entering the world.
   Reader 2: "Jesus spoke to the people, 'I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
     never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.'"
   Reader 1: We light the candle of Hope. Our hope is not in governments, circumstances, or
     ourselves, but rather in Christ alone—the One who came, the One who saves, and the 
     One who is coming again. As we light the Candle of Hope, we remember that Jesus is our 
     Immanuel—God with us—our constant companion in every trial and every season of life.
   Congregation Response: Come, Lord Jesus, our Light and our Hope.
   Reader 3: Jesus is our Light.
   Congregation Response: The darkness cannot overcome Him.

