Fourth Sunday of Advent, 2025
December 21, 2025
Love



Our Advent journey is drawing to a close. Soon we will celebrate the birth of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.

Through these past few weeks, we have seen the transformative power of God's grace and mercy for those who call him Lord and Savior. When calling on the name of Jesus, we experience the Hope, Peace and Joy that come with our assurance of salvation and an eternity with Him. All of this however, would not be possible without the chord that binds it all together - Love. Today we recognize the Original Love that God, the Father who, through His love for His creation, offered his Son as a sacrifice in order that we, though sinful would be reconciled to him. 

In Ephesians 2 we read:
In the past you were dead because you sinned and fought against God. 2 You followed the ways of this world and obeyed the devil. He rules the world, and his spirit has power over everyone who doesn't obey God…. But God was merciful! We were dead because of our sins, but God loved us so much he made us alive with Christ, and God's gift of undeserved grace is what saves you. 6 God raised us from death to life with Christ Jesus, and he has given us a place beside Christ in heaven. 7 God did this so in the future world he could show how truly good and kind he is to us because of what Christ Jesus has done.


Today we light the fourth Advent candle of Love 
         (There is a white candle on the wreath. Use it to get the fire from one of the two white 
          "Christ" candles on either side of the Advent wreath stand. This represents using the Light of 
           Christ. Light the remaining purple candle. The acolytes should have already lit the other candles) 


Please pray with me: God of Love, ruler of all creation, we thank you for your gift of pure love through the ages and on that first Christmas when Your love descended from heaven to be born of a virgin.  During this final week of Advent, help us to reflect on the magnitude of love that was made manifest in Jesus. Fill our hearts and minds with the significance of HIs birth, death, resurrection and future glory. We thank you, Lord, for loving us enough to send Jesus. In the name of Christ, Amen.

