Third Sunday of Advent, 2025
 December 14, 2025
Joy



Today, we light the pink candle. Pink or rose is the liturgical color for joy which is meant to remind us of the joy the world experienced at the birth of Jesus. Presently, we add JOY to the HOPE and PEACE guaranteed by our redemption through the sacrifice of Christ. These assurances give us the strength to continue in service and servant-hood as we await the coming of our Lord. When we trust God and are obedient to his guidance, we are filled with true joy. 
Christ spoke of this true joy in what we call The Beatitudes found in Matthew 5:
	Blessed are the poor in spirit
	Blessed are those who mourn
	Blessed are the meek
	Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
	Blessed are the merciful
	Blessed are the pure in heart
	Blessed are the peacemakers
	Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness
	Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 			you because of me.
	Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,

Today we light the candle of Joy  
	(There is a white candle on the wreath. Use it to get the fire from one of the two white 
	"Christ" candles on either side of the Advent wreath stand. This represents using the Light of 
	Christ. Light the pink candle. The acolytes should have already lit candles 1 and 2).

Please pray with me:  God our Savior, we come to you today with praise and joy in our hearts for all you have done for us. Continue to fill us with your Holy Joy as we journey to Christmas and make us ambassadors of your joy to a world in despair and sadness. In Christ's name, Amen.
