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Tippy’s Mouse House

The Ten Commandments: Love People

BIG IDEA: God shows me how to love.
BIBLE BASIS: Exodus 19:1-20:21; 31:18-32:19
KEY VERSE: “My God will meet all your needs...because you belong to

Jesus Christ.” Philippians 4:19 (NIrV)
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LEADER DEVOTIONAL

| recently traveled to Northern California to go hiking with my brothers. As we drove up
and down miles and miles of mountain roads to get to our remote location, | came to greatly
appreciate two things — speed limit signs and guard rails. When the speed limit dropped from
55 mph to 20 mph as we approached a winding path, | quickly obeyed. Sometimes | even went
under the speed limit, which is noteworthy for me. These roads were not for the faint of heart, as
there were sheer cliffs looming just outside the car. Without the guard rails, | think | would have
been paralyzed with fear and unable to move forward. As | hiked through the beautiful National
Park, | reflected on the experience. | realized that the laws and barriers placed on the roadside
were a blessing, much like the laws God has given us. Instead of keeping me from experiencing
life, they allow me to experience it to the full. (Psalm 19)

If you stand up in front of the kids of your church and announce that you’re going to
focus all your time on rules, you probably won’t hear a round of applause. The word “rules”
sounds confining to kids, so it's important to help them understand that God'’s rules bring
freedom. As Moses went on his hike up Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments, the
Israelites decided to have a party. God isn’t against parties, but this one was different. Instead
of celebrating the life and love given to them by their Creator, they created their own god — a
golden calf.

We have all broken the Ten Commandments because we are all sinners, just like the
ancient Israelites. Instead of embracing God’s rules as a blessing, we see them as confining.
Even though God’s laws are good, they were never intended to bring salvation. The Mosaic Law
shows us that we are sinners in need of a Savior. When Jesus came, He did something we
never could — He kept the Law perfectly. Romans 10:4 says, “Christ is the culmination of the
law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.” Jesus perfectly fulfilled the
Law on our behalf and now gives us the freedom to live our lives as a gift of love to God and
others. After all, that is what the Law was always based on — love for God and love for others
(Matthew 22:36-40).

Dan Huffman
GO! Contributor
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SMALL GROUP SKILL BUILDING
Understanding a Kid’s World

One of the best ways to connect with kids is to understand the world they live in. Unfortunately,
relying on our memories of being a kid won'’t cut it. Newsflash: Kids don’t know who “Captain
Caveman” is, and your “Speak and Spell” is a technological dinosaur to them. Even if you were
a kid just a short while ago, the culture has already shifted considerably. Communicating with
kids effectively, whether as a small group leader or a large group teacher, requires you to
engage them at their level and in their world. Don't let the task sound daunting, though — you’re
surrounded by experts who would be happy to teach you!

Ask the experts: Who's the best person to ask about today’s kid culture? (Warning: Obvious
answer approaching.) Kids! Ask the kids in your ministry what their favorites are — movies, TV
shows, music, board games, video games, apps, toys, etc. Be ready, though. Just like experts
in any area, when you get them talking, they might not be able to stop!

Do some research: Who said research has to be boring? Once you know what your kids are
watching, playing, and hearing, you should watch it, play it, and listen to it yourself! You'll be
surprised how much you learn about kids when you visit their world.

Report your findings immediately: The next time you see the kids, tell them what you listened
to, watched, or played. Their faces will most likely light up. You'll be able to reference things that
are relevant and interesting to them. Best of all, you’ll have an instant connection with them and
they’ll see you in a whole new light.
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9< PLAY TIME ACTIVITY

BROKEN TABLET (Application Activity)
Supplies: Stone Tablet Puzzle (1 per group)

Preparation: Print the Stone Tablet Puzzle on cardstock paper, then cut on the lines.

Say: In today’s story, Moses threw the stone tablets on the ground and they broke into pieces.
We’re going to play a game where we put one of the tablets back together and remember some
of God’s commandments. We’'ll also remember that God shows me how to love.

Directions: Tell the children to close and cover their eyes. Hide the six pieces of tablet in fairly
easy to find places. Next, tell the children to find the pieces and return them to you. When all of
the pieces have been returned, sit with the children in a circle. Work together to put the tablet
back together starting with commandment #5 at the top and working down. As you add each
piece of the tablet, ask the children what they could do to obey that commandment. Continue
until the entire tablet has been put back together.

TIPPY AND FRIENDS (Bible Memorization Activity)
Supplies: Dice (1 per group)

Today’s Bible verse:
“My God (point up with both hands)
will meet (clasp hands)
all (make a big circle with hands)

your needs (extend open palms like you’re receiving something).

Because you belong (point forward)

To Jesus Christ. (point up)’

Philippians 4:19 (put palms together like you’re holding a book).

Directions: Practice the Bible verse together until the children can remember it. When ready,
tell the children they’re going to say the Bible verse while pretending to be Tippy the Mouse or
one of her friends. Allow the children to take turns rolling the dice, then recite the Bible verse
while performing the corresponding animal action below.

Animal Actions:

Tiptoe like Tippy the Mouse.

Flap your wings like Pete the Parrot.

Hop like Betty the Bunny.

Gallop like Henry the Horse.

Climb a tree like Sly the Sloth.

Choose your own animal movement.

Sk wN -~

2s & 3s — Large Group at 10:55
Pre-K & K — Large Group at 11:15
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< SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES

CRAZY COMMANDMENTS (Application Activity)
Supplies: None

Say: In today’s true Bible story, we learned about six more commandments (or rules) God gives
us. They’re commandments that help us show love to other people. We're going to play a game
to see if we can remember what some of those commandments are.

Directions: Have the children line up against a wall. Stand at the opposite side of the room. Tell
the children if they hear one of God’s commandments, take one big step towards you. (The lines
in bold are God’s commandments.) But if they hear something that is not one of God’s
commandments, they must stand still. Tell the children if they take a step when they shouldn’t,
they must return to the wall and start over. Read the lines below one at a time. On the last
commandment, tell the children to take as many giant steps as they need to reach you. When
finished, sit down with the children and ask them the question below.

1. Obey your parents 7. Don’t steal

2. Brush your hair with a toothbrush 8. Always smell your tooth

3. Don’t hurt other people 9. Always tell the truth

4. Make silly faces in the morning 10. Don't cluck like a chicken

5. Walk your pet kangaroo every day 11. Eat cheese every day

6. Keep your promise to the one you 12. Don’t wish for other people’s stuff
marry

Question: Which one of these commandments do you have the hardest time obeying? Why is it
hard for you? (Read the commandments in bold to the children one more time.)

TIPTOE LIKE TIPPY (Bible Story Review Activity)
Supplies: Bible story pictures (1 set per group)

Directions: Tell the children they get to pretend to be Tippy the Mouse and tiptoe around the
room in search of the Bible story pictures. Have them close and cover their eyes while you hide
the Bible story pictures around the room. (They are the same pictures from the Large Group
storytelling time.) When finished, have the children open their eyes and tiptoe around the room
in search of the pictures. Give clues if needed. After finding the pictures, the children can tiptoe
back to you in the “Mouse House.” Finally, have the children place the pictures in the order of
the story, then ask them to use each picture to recount what happened in the story.
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TIPPY AND FRIENDS (Bible Memorization Activity)
Supplies: Dice (1 per group)

Today’s Bible verse:
“My God (point up with both hands)
will meet (clasp hands)
all (make a big circle with hands)

your needs (extend open palms like you’re receiving something).

Because you belong (point forward)

To Jesus Christ. (point up)’

Philippians 4:19 (put palms together like you’re holding a book).

Directions: Practice the Bible verse together until the children can remember it. When ready,
tell the children they’re going to say the Bible verse while pretending to be Tippy the Mouse or
one of her friends. Allow the children to take turns rolling the dice, then recite the Bible verse
while performing the corresponding animal action below.
Animal Actions:

7. Tiptoe like Tippy the Mouse.

8. Flap your wings like Pete the Parrot.

9. Hop like Betty the Bunny.

10. Gallop like Henry the Horse.

11. Climb a tree like Sly the Sloth.

12. Choose your own animal movement.

PRAY TO OBEY (Response to God Activity)
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (printed on back of coloring sheet, 1 per child), crayons.

Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a praise picture to Jesus. It can be
anything that shows Jesus they love Him. When finished, have the children show their picture
and tell about it.

Say: We all mess up and break God’s rules sometimes. That's why God gave us Jesus. Jesus
took the punishment for our mistakes so we can live with Him forever in Heaven. Let’s say a
prayer and thank Jesus for loving us so much.

Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by thanking Jesus for His
forgiveness and for loving us so much.

Question: The 5th commandment says to obey your parents. Is it ever hard for you to obey
your parents? When?

Question: The 9th commandment says to always tell the truth. Why do you think it's so
important to tell the truth?
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