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Baptist Association 

I like the definition of REVITALIZATION given by Sam Rainer. “It is a process by which a church 
becomes healthier overtime.” My question is how do you define a healthy church? There are     
various definitions of a healthy church depending on who you talk to.  Some would say a growing 
church, while others would highlight a church that has a full sanctuary on Sunday. I have even 
heard some say it is a church that has little or no conflict. I would agree that all of these are signs 
of a healthy church but are not characteristics of one.  For many years I have utilized a definition 
from the IMB that contains a list of 12 characteristics.  This list is not an exhaustive list but one that 
captures the essence of a healthy church. The Missionary Task: Forming a Healthy Church.
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1. Biblical Evangelism 
2. Biblical Discipleship 
3. Biblical Membership 
4. Biblical Leadership 
5. Biblical Preaching and Teaching 
6. Biblical Ordinances of Baptism and   
 the Lord’s Supper 
7. Biblical Worship 
8. Biblical Fellowship 
9. Biblical Prayer 
10. Biblical Accountability 
11. Biblical Giving 
12. Biblical Mission 

The IMB goes on to say in the article that “The IMB has identified twelve characteristics of a 
healthy church that guide our efforts. These attributes are not a checklist to reach a destination 
but rather a description of the innate traits of a sustainable church. They are essential for church 
health.”
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The first step in achieving true revitalization has been and always should be prayer. Secondly, to 
define your target. Our heart at the Catawba Valley Baptist Association is to help every church grow 
in all areas of health for the advancement of the Gospel and the glory of God.  One way we can help 
you in the process is to invite every pastor to the lunch and learn conference, Church Revitalization 
Pathway.  We hope every pastor can join us.  See the flyer in this newsletter for more information. 
 

In Christ,  
Chuck 
 
1 https://www.imb.org/2018/11/06/missionary-task-healthy-church/ 
2 2 ibid 

https://www.catawbavalleybaptistassociation.com/
https://www.catawbavalleybaptistassociation.com/
https://www.imb.org/2018/11/06/missionary-task-healthy-church


ASSOCIATION NEWS  



 

 

 

BLESS EVERY HOME 

WMU/Women’s Ministry News   
RED BOX PRISON MINISTRY  
for incarcerated women 

This year we are collecting donations to purchase 
“Promises for a Fruitful Life” by Beth Moore.  
These booklets along with toiletry items will go to 
incarcerated women in North Carolina.  A dona-
tion of cash (receipt given) or a check made out to 
Catawba Valley Baptist Association with “Red Box” 
in the memo section can be dropped off at Springs 
Road Baptist Church, 3580 Springs Rd NE in     
Hickory. The office is open Monday-Wednesday 
8am-4pm and Thursday 8am-noon.  The deadline 
is October 19th.  Thank you for supporting this 
outreach ministry for those in need. 
 

 -Jeanie Minor and Janet Jordan 
WMU/Women’s Ministry Co-Leaders 

  

FALL 2023  
BIANNUAL MEETING  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 6PM 

 

MOUNTAIN VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH 
4266 RIVER ROAD, HICKORY 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER, VIS IT OUR WEBSITE OR CLICK HERE. 

 

ATTENTION  
CHURCH CLERKS/  
ADMINISTRATIVE  

ASSISTANTS  
 

2023 Annual Church Profiles 
are due by October 1. 

 
 

 

Today Bless Every Home gives you the tools to become a LIGHT FOR 
CHRIST in your neighborhood.  Bless Every Home provides what you 
need to get to know your neighbors by name so that you can begin to 
build relationships with them.  You will even receive optional daily re-
minder emails with a prayer prompt and 5 neighbors to pray for that day.  
This can be accessed on your computer or on a phone app and best of 
all, it’s free. It is my hope that every church in our association will answer 
this challenge to pray for their neighbors. You can sign up individually 
with the QR code to the right or the link below. Then you can connect to 
your church if they have an account, as well as to the association.  If you 
have any questions, please contact us at the association. https://blesseveryhome.com/ 

 

ASSOCIATION NEWS  

I can do all things through Christ who  
strengthens me.  Philippians 4:13 NKJV 

Have any questions 
or concerns?   

Contact Lisa at the 
office.  She’ll be 

glad to help. 

https://subspla.sh/jf544yw/
https://blesseveryhome.com/


1
Thom Rainer, “Nine Realities Your Church Will Face in 2022,” Church Answers, https://churchanswers.com/blog/nine-

realities-your-church-will-face-in-2022/. 

Church Revitalization Pathway 
Pastors’ Conference Lunch and Learn 

Led by Chuck Campbell 
 

Thursday, September 21  

11:30am-1pm 
Springs Road Baptist Church 

3580 Springs Road, Hickory 
 

Our Associational Missions Strategist, Chuck Campbell, recently completed the Church    

Revitalization Certification through Church Answers. His goal is to come alongside the 

churches in our association. Why is this so important? It is estimated that 7,000 churches die 

every year. Thom Rainer estimates that, post-COVID, as many as 15,000 churches will be 

confronted with the choice of closing or being adopted.
1  

 

Church Revitalization gives us an opportunity to be proactive rather than reactive by offering 

a pathway to revitalization. It is Chuck’s hope to provide a strategy that can be implemented 

in any size church, regardless of where they find themselves in the revitalization journey.  
 

Outline of Training: 

EXPLORE:  ●Know Yourself   ●Know Your Church   ●Know Your Community  

EVALUATE:  ●Priorities   ●Pace   ●Perspectives   ●People   ●Place   ●Purpose   ●Pathway  

 EQUIP:  ●Training   ●Disciplism 

 ENGAGE:  ●Implementation 

 

Pastors can sign up for this free event and meal on our website  

or by clicking here.  Registration deadline is Tuesday, September 19th.   

 

ASSOCIATION NEWS  

https://churchanswers.com/blog/nine-realities-your-church-will-face-in-2022/
https://churchanswers.com/blog/nine-realities-your-church-will-face-in-2022/
https://subspla.sh/wcghhdy/


CHURCH NEWS 

 

VAN FOR SALE 
2005 Ford Passenger Van, E350 HD Extended 

11 passenger capacity 
Mileage: 80,000 approx., Good Condition 

 

Contact - Cheryl Center at  
Covenant Baptist Church of Conover at 

covenantcares89@gmail.com 

NEW CHURCH LAUNCH 
ENCOUNTER CHURCH  

 

Let’s join in prayer for Pastor Elijah London  
and the congregation of Encounter Church as they  

reach their community for Christ! 
Learn more about their ministry by visiting their website 

https://www.encounterchurchhickory.com 
E N C O U N T E R   E Q U I P   E N G A G E  

mailto:covenantcares89@gmail.com
https://www.encounterchurchhickory.com/


 

Central Baptist - in search of a Minister to Families and Young Couples.  This is a full-time         
position.  Email resume’ to rdoc102880@aol.com or mail to Central Baptist Church,  
201 US Hwy 70 E, Hildebran, NC  28637  Attn:  Family Ministry Search Committee. 
 

First Baptist Hickory - in search of a Minister to Children and their Families.  For 
more information visit hickoryfbc.org. 
 

First Baptist Hildebran - in search of a part-time Minister to Students.  For more information 
visit their website https://www.fbchildebran.com/jobs.html .  Email resume’ to  
ministry@fbchildebran.com. 
 

New Life Baptist Fellowship - in search of an Administrative Assistant.  The position is for 
20 hours per week.  If interested call Pastor Jeff Kautz at the church at 828-994-4127 or email 
your resume to pastor@nlbfcnewton.org.  
 
West Hickory - in search of a biblically-qualified man to serve as full-time Pastor of Worship & 
Families.  For more info: westhickorybaptist.org/staff-opening/. 

 
 

CHURCH NEWS 

Ministry Openings  

PARTNERSHIPS  

Come learn more about the 
APPALACHIAN CHRISTMAS BACKPACK OUTREACH 

ASSOCIATION COLLECTION SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 HIGHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH 

All churches are invited to this  
POTBLESSING (share-a-dish) LUNCHEON  

If you have questions, contact  Cheryl Wickline through  
WHBC at westhickorybaptist@yahoo.com or 828-327-4286. 

 

To register for this event, click here and let us  
know how many plan to attend from your church. 

 
For more information about this ministry click on the link 

https://baptistsonmission.org/Appalachian-Christmas-Outreach 
or you can reach Terry Short at 828-446-0990  

or tryshome@aol.com 
 

         BE SURE TO REGISTER AND BRING A DISH TO SHARE! 

WEST HICKORY BAPTIST CHURCH 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 AT 11:45AM 

(IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL BEHIND THE CHURCH) 

TERRY SHORT, CVBA REPRESENTATIVE 

http://hickoryfbc.org/
https://www.fbchildebran.com/jobs.html
mailto:ministry@fbchildebran.com
mailto:pastor@nlbfcnewton.org
http://www.westhickorybaptist.org/staff-opening/
https://www.sbc.net/
https://www.namb.net/
https://ncbaptist.org/
https://www.imb.org/
https://subspla.sh/h2m8skn/
https://baptistsonmission.org/Appalachian-Christmas-Outreach


         STRONG LIFE HAS AN OPENING FOR A DAY PROGRAM COORDINATOR   
      
    Qualifications include a clear calling to ministry, required working one Saturday 
a month (during Winter months only), and basic computer skills are a must.   
 
Job description includes: 
●Working 2-3 days per week   ●Lead 5-10 minute Christian devotionals   ●Drive 15-passenger van   ●Provide conflict resolution for 
clients (willingness to be trained in C.R. skills)   ●Pastoral care to clients in need   ●Supervise staff/volunteers (1-2 usually per day)   
●Accept and abide by StrongLife core values   ●Offer compassion to all clients   ●Work with Case Management to connect clients 
with various service agencies 
 
Benefits offered: 
●Flexible work schedule   ●Hands-on ministry experience and training   ●Generous pay depending on experience and qualifica-
tions 
 
If interested, contact Pastor John Hays at stronglifenc@gmail.com. 

LOCAL MINISTRY NEWS  

RESOURCES 

The North Carolina Hunger Fund  
allows churches to buy and distribute food and  

support hunger relief organizations and  
efforts in your community. By filling an empty  

stomach, you can bring a  hungry neighbor one 
step closer to Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life.  

North Carolina Baptist churches can apply for  
hunger funds annually.    

Applications are due Dec. 31 each year.   
For more information contact  

Penny Cozadd at (800) 395-5102 x5618   
or pcozadd@ncbaptist.org. 

NC HUNGER FUND 
Baptist State Convention of NC 

The walk will take place in downtown Hickory on the City Walk! This year’s event 
will be operating differently. We are using the platform FundEasy which   allows 
you to create walk teams. You can register as a leader of a walk team or you can 
join someone's walk team. Every team will have a fundraiser of their choice. We 
are encouraging all the churches and families to create as many teams as they 
can! The team model works well if every team has 5-7 people to ensure there are 
enough people to help with a fundraiser and the responsibility does not fall on one 
person. On the day of the event, we will all gather and walk a 3-mile route on the 
City Walk as a representation of our held belief that life is sacred and each child is an image bearer of 
Christ. At the WALK FOR LIFE, we will have prizes for the two top teams that raise the most money and a 
few other surprises along the way.  

If you are interested in being a part of this event, please use the link below to get details and register! If 
you have any questions or want to speak with someone from our center more in depth please contact us 
through email or phone at 828-322-4727. We look forward to what God is doing in our community and   
beyond! Thank you in advance for helping us stand for the sanctity of life and for being the hands and feet 
of Jesus to our community.  Link to register -> event.fundeasy.com/25506        

mailto:pcozadd@ncbaptist.org
http://event.fundeasy.com/25506


COMMUNITY NEWS 

      NCBMA North Carolina Baptist Ministry Assistants  
         2023 CONFERENCE  

 

November 13-15   Caraway Conference Center 
 

For more information or to register visit the link below 
https://www.ncbaptistsecretaries.com/conference 

NC BAPTIST NEWS & OPPORTUNITIES  

M A R K YO UR  CA L E N DA R S  

NC BAPTIST ANNUAL MEETING  ●  NOVEMBER 6 & 7  

SEE YOU AT THE POLE 
SEPT 27 

JEREMIAH 29:13  
WHOLEHEARTED  

SEPTEMBER 4 

 

 

LABOR DAY 

The purpose of Baptists on Mission is to glorify God by involving 
churches and Christians in meeting human needs in Jesus' 
name.  One of the many mission projects they are involved in at 
the moment is the devastating wildfires in Maui.  Want to learn 
how you can help?  Visit their website using the link below:  

KOURY CONVENTION CENTER  ●  GREENSBORO 
REGISTRATION OPENS SEPTEMBER 15 

LET US GET 
 

THE WORD OUT 
            (JESUS)    

  Send us information  
for the October 
newsletter by  
September 25! 

   FaithFest2023 
       PEOPLE.    PRAISE.    PROCLAIM.  

    September 16, N Wilkesboro 

Featuring Chris Tomlin,  Cece Winans,  
Cain, Katy Nichole,  

and More 
 

For more information and tickets 
 https://faithfestnc.com/ 

https://baptistsonmission.org/Mission-Projects/By-Mission-Type/Disaster-Relief/Hawaii-Wildfires 

https://www.ncbaptistsecretaries.com/conference
https://faithfestnc.com/
https://baptistsonmission.org/Mission-Projects/By-Mission-Type/Disaster-Relief/Hawaii-Wildfires

