
 

WHAT IS A BAPTIST ASSOCIATION? 
 

One of the questions that I am most frequently asked as I have started my new position as your Associational Missions 
Strategist is “What is the purpose of the Baptist Association?”  I feel J.C. Bradley of the North American Mission Board 
said it best:  
 
A BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
 

THE CHURCHES of an association are free, independent, self governing, autonomous churches that decide to          
associate themselves to accomplish certain goals together. 
 

THE FELLOWSHIP of churches involves oneness, shared life, mutuality, and keynoting.  It is a family of churches and a 
network in which churches give and receive assistance. 
 

SHARING A COMMON FAITH of an association is grounded in harmony, in faith, and in practice. 
 

ACTIVE ON GOD’S MISSION for the churches individually and together. 
 

UNIQUENESS of each association.  Associations differ from one another in ways such as size, geographical territory, 
population, culture, ethnicity, etc. 
 

SELF-GOVERNING An association is created by the churches and its accountability to those churches through the 
messengers. 
 

YOUR ASSOCIATION is what your participating churches decide to make it. 
 
The origin of associations can be traced to English Baptists in 1624. “Associations arose for functional reasons—to 
have fellowship and to carry on evangelistic work and to provide assistance to meet whatever needs the churches 
had.” (A History of the Baptists. Philadelphia: The Judson Press, 1955. p.72) The first association in the United States 
was the Philadelphia Association, established in 1707. The Sandy Creek and Charleston Associations in South         
Carolina followed.  Our association, Catawba Valley Baptist Association, originally named Theron Rankin Baptist      
Association was established in 1955.   
 

Our Baptist forefathers understood that we must come together to fulfill the Great Commission to “Go therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the age. Amen” (Matt. 28:19-20, NKJV) and the Great Challenge "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth." (Acts 1:8, NKJV) 
 

It is my hope that as we understand the role of the association, we will continue this season of prayer for our associa-
tion, for our churches, and for our neighbors.  (see article Bless Every Home on page 7) 
 

I want to close by saying thank you for your continued support and prayers as we join together as one to fulfill the 
Lord’s prayer in John 17  “I am not asking on behalf of these alone, but also for those who believe in Me through their 
word, that they may all be one; just as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the 
world may believe that You sent Me.” (John 17:20-21, NASB)   
 
In Christ, 
Chuck 
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Oxford—July 16-21, oxfordbaptist.com/vbs, “Stellar” 

Warlicks—July 30-Aug4, warlicksbc.org, “Twists & Turns” 

West Hickory—July 9-13, westhickorybaptist.org, “Keepers of the Kingdom” 

MINISTRY OPENINGS  

Central Baptist - in search of a Minister to Families and Young Couples.  This is a full-time         
position.  Email resume’ to rdoc102880@aol.com or mail to Central Baptist Church,  
201 US Hwy 70 E, Hildebran, NC  28637  Attn:  Family Ministry Search Committee. 
 

First Baptist Hickory - in search of a Minister to Children.  For more information visit       
hickoryfbc.org. 
 

First Baptist Hildebran - in search of a part-time Minister to Students.  For more information 
visit their website https://www.fbchildebran.com/jobs.html .  Email resume’ to  
ministry@fbchildebran.com. 
 

West Hickory - in search of a biblically-qualified man to serve as full-time pastor of Worship & 
Families.  For more info: westhickorybaptist.org/staff-opening/. 
 

 

CHURCH NEWS 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS IN JULY  

3 

Is your church activities and outreach events missing in our newsletter?  Want to share your  
happenings with us?  You can call us, email us, or share your information on our website at 

 catawbavalleybaptistassociation.com click on CONNECT and LET US KNOW.  It’s just that easy!   
We’re looking forward to hearing from you! 

Congratulations to 

Jonathan Moua 
Graduation and Ordination Service at Hmong Community Baptist Church 

Pastor Teng Yang, Hmong 
Comm. Baptist and Pastor Rick  

Safriet, West Lenoir Baptist 
awarding Diploma  

 

Words of Encouragement by  
Ralph Garay, BSCNC  
International Church  
Planting Strategist  

Dr. W. Tra Xiong and   
Rev. Pao Ly  from  Hmong 
National Baptist Association 

awarding  
Ordination Certificate 

Words of Congratulations by 
Catawba Valley Baptist  

Association, AMS,  
Chuck Campbell 

http://hickoryfbc.org/events/2023/07/25/vbs-twists-turns
https://www.oxfordbaptist.com/vbs
https://warlicksbc.org/main
https://www.westhickorybaptist.org/
http://hickoryfbc.org/
https://www.fbchildebran.com/jobs.html
mailto:ministry@fbchildebran.com
http://www.westhickorybaptist.org/staff-opening/
https://www.catawbavalleybaptistassociation.com/let-us-know


 

 

VAN FOR SALE  
2005 Ford Passenger Van  

E350 HD Extended 
11 passenger capacity 

Mileage: 80,000 approx. 
Good Condition 

 

Contact - Cheryl Center at  
Covenant Baptist Church of Conover at 

covenantcares89@gmail.com 

 

CHURCH NEWS 

Central Baptist Church 
CHURCH BUS FOR SALE 

2000 International Metro Bus  
34 passenger (including driver) 

53,996 miles 
For more information, call the church  

office at 828-327-9683 
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AMANDA THOMAS   
 

Children’s Director at  
Mountain View Baptist Church 

 

ATTENTION  
CHURCH CLERKS 

 
Annual Church Profile (ACP) information 

will be sent out in August. Need some 
training? Visit the link below  

ACP Training for Church Clerks   
which is provided by NC Baptists.  

 
https://vimeo.com/747332698/4be13587cf  

mailto:covenantcares89@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/747332698/4be13587cf


 

 

 

FaithFest2023 
PEOPLE.    PRAISE.    PROCLAIM.  

 

September 16, North Wilkesboro 

Featuring Chris Tomlin,  Cece Winans, Cain,  
Katy Nichole, and More 

 
For more information and tickets 

 https://faithfestnc.com/ 

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

C O M M U N I T Y  

HEALTH FAIR 
 

Saturday, July 15, 9-4pm 
Long View Recreation Center 

3107 2nd Avenue NW  Hickory, NC  
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
 

SCREENING SERVICES INCLUDE:   
Blood Pressure, Diabetes, Vision, Dental, etc. 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON: 
Insurance, Child Safety, Substance Abuse, etc. 

 
For more info contact Sgt. Eddie Marlowe 828-514-6913 

The Association frequently receives calls from NCBAM trying to locate  
a church to build a ramp for a client in our county.  A couple of you 

have graciously “stepped up” to help the last few months.  We thank 
you.  We currently have a gentleman in his 70s unable to walk residing 
in Sherrills Ford (30 minute drive from Hickory) and in need of a ramp.  Can 
you imagine being disabled and unable to leave your home?  Does 

your church have a men’s group able to help?  If so, please let us know.  
We won’t obligate you.  We will simply share the details to see if this  

is a project you are able to help with.   

SENIOR IN NEED OF A RAMP 

https://dellareconsulting.surveysparrow.com/s/Catawba-County-Community-Health-Survey/tt-39nTsR4jQr7UdNstaMLvWK
https://faithfestnc.com/
https://www.sbc.net/
https://www.namb.net/
https://ncbaptist.org/
https://www.imb.org/


COMMUNITY MINISTRIES  
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Highways and Hedges needs volunteers to help with pick up and delivery of furniture on weekday morn-
ings.  If you are available and would like to volunteer, please call Phil or Martha at 828-781-8095.  Also, 
keep us in mind when you’re ready to switch to winter clothing  and consider donating to us. Remember 
that we do not sell anything; everything donated is given to our folks.  

For more information about Highways and Hedges, visit their facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com/highwaysandhedgesnc/ 

From your hands, 
 through our hands,  

to needy hands. 

NCBMA North Carolina Baptist Ministry Assistants  
2023 CONFERENCE  

November 13-15   Caraway Conference Center 
For more information or to register visit the link below 

https://www.ncbaptistsecretaries.com/conference 

BSC of NC OPPORTUNITIES  

NC Baptist Women’s Discipleship Conference 
October 27-28    Caraway Conference Center 

For more information or to register visit the link below 
https://ncbaptist.org/events/womens-discipleship-conference 

An NC Baptist Retreat for Pastors and Their Families 
September 18—20   Fort Caswell 

For more information or to register visit the link below 
https://ncbaptist.org/events/event-replenish-a-retreat-for-pastors-their-families 

 

NC Baptist ESL Teacher Training Workshop 
August 18-19 

Metrolina Baptist Association in Charlotte 
For more information or to register visit the link below 

https://ncbaptist.org/events/event-esl-teacher-training-workshop/ 

Strong Life Ministries provides relief for individuals in poverty.  
They are located at 1211 Fairgrove Church Road SE in Conover.  To 
give support or to seek help, contact them at 828-994-4321.  For more 
information about this ministry, visit them at stronglifenc.org.   
 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS:  Volunteers to help frame office space, men’s 
pants and shorts size 28-34, men’s shoes 10-12, gas cards $15-25. 

https://www.facebook.com/highwaysandhedgesnc/
https://www.ncbaptistsecretaries.com/conference
https://ncbaptist.org/events/womens-discipleship-conference/
https://ncbaptist.org/events/event-replenish-a-retreat-for-pastors-their-families/
https://ncbaptist.org/events/event-esl-teacher-training-workshop/
https://www.stronglifenc.org/


 

          

 

 

 

 

SUBSPLASH 
 

DOWNLOAD 
THE APP 

 

  IT ’S EASY,  

      FAST,  

      AND  

 

OUTREACH TRAILER 
AVAILABLE TO OUR MEMBER CHURCHES 

 

This Evangelistic Outreach 
Trailer is stocked with a  
popcorn machine, cotton  
candy machine, sno-cone  
machine, generator, and  
more.  To reserve the EOT 
for your event, visit our  
app or website and click  
“Resources” then  
“Evangelistic Outreach Trailer”. 

 

Please submit your 
church  

happenings for the 

AUGUST  
NEWSLETTER  

by July 20 to 

lcampbell@catawabavalleybaptistassociation.com  
or 

share them on our website  
under 

“Connect” then “Let Us Know” 
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ASSOCIATIONAL NEWS  

FALL BIANNUAL MEETING 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2023 

MOUNTAIN VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH 

Today Bless Every Home gives you the tools to become a LIGHT FOR CHRIST in 
your neighborhood.  Join an ever-growing community of Christ followers who 
are devoted to being a LIGHT in their neighborhoods through a simple strategy 
of praying for, caring for, sharing the gospel with, and discipling their neighbors.   
Bless Every Home provides all the tools you need to get to know your neigh-
bors by name so that you can begin to build relationships with them.  You will 
even receive optional daily reminder emails with a prayer prompt and 5 neigh-
bors to pray for that day.  This can be accessed on your computer or on a phone 
app and best of all, it’s free. It is my hope that every church in our association will 
answer this challenge to pray for their neighbors. You can sign up individually 
with the QR code to the right or the link below. Then you can connect to your 
church if they have an account, as well as to the association.  If you have any 
questions, please let us know.   

BLESS EVERY HOME 

https://blesseveryhome.com/ 

 
 

             Catawba Valley Baptist Association Scholarships  
 

The Catawba Valley Baptist Foundation was started in 1971 to provide financial assistance  

for the education of qualified students entering full-time Christian service.  If you are a  

member of a CVBA Church and would like to have an application for a scholarship or renew 
for another semester, and learn about the requirements of the scholarships, visit our website 

at https://www.catawbavalleybaptistassociation.com/scholarship.   

July 15 is the deadline for this upcoming semester!   

https://blesseveryhome.com/
https://www.catawbavalleybaptistassociation.com/scholarship
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