
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Approved August 20, 2025 

BELIEFS REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The Doctrine of the Word of God – Bibliology 

• We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament as the verbally-plenary inspired 
Word of God, and inerrant in the original writings, and that they alone are of supreme and final 
authority in matters of faith and practice, the true center of Christian union.  1

• This Confession of Faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the 
inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, 
and the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe. For 
purposes of this church’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our Council of Elders is 
GFS’ final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application. 

The Doctrine of God – Theology Proper  

• We believe that God is a sovereign, living, intelligent, rational Being. All of the actions of God in 
the universe are aimed at the declaration of His glory alone. He has the will, power and 
authority to carry that plan to completion.  2

• We believe in one God, eternally existing in three co-equal persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
and that they execute distinct but harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence and 
redemption.  3

The Doctrine of Man – Anthropology 

• We believe that Adam, and thus all mankind were created by God in His image.  4

• Therefore, we believe that Adam is the first man who existed in historical space and time and 
serves as the representative head for all mankind. 

• We believe that Adam sinned, through Satan’s temptation, and thereby incurred not only 
physical death, but spiritual death, which is separation from God; and that all human beings 
since the fall are born with a sinful nature and are guilty of sin in thought, word, and deed.  5

• We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female, and 
that these two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. 

• We believe that God created marriage to be exclusively the union of one man and one woman, 
and that intimate sexual activity is to occur exclusively within that union. 

• We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human life is of 
inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or 
mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from conception through death. We are 
therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life.  6
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The Doctrine of Christ – Christology 

• “We believe that Jesus Christ was born of Mary, a virgin, incarnate by the Holy Spirit and is true 
God and true man.” (Language from the Nicene Creed)  

• We believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a representative 
and substitutionary sacrifice, and that all who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His 
shed blood and His resurrection alone.  7

• We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, in His ascension into heaven, 
and in His present life there as High Priest and Advocate.  8

The Doctrine of Salvation – Soteriology 

• We believe that all those who receive by grace alone through faith alone the Lord Jesus Christ 
have been born from above by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit and have thereby 
become the children of God.  9

• We believe that all true conversion involves a change of mastery as believers cease serving 
themselves and come under the lordship of Jesus Christ.  10

The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit – Pneumatology 

• We believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world of 
sin, righteousness and judgment and to regenerate, sanctify and empower all who believe in 
Jesus Christ.   11

• We believe that God has fixed his presence on earth within his spiritual body and spiritual 
temple, which are the church. The Holy Spirit indwells each individual believer in Christ, as He is 
an abiding helper, teacher and guide and He indwells the church more powerfully as they gather 
together corporately.  12

The Doctrine of the Church – Ecclesiology 

• We believe that the church of Jesus Christ is made up of individuals who have been born-again, 
by grace, through faith in His sacrificial death and resurrection. These individuals seek to walk 
in obedience and submission to their Lord and Savior. 

• We believe that God has placed in the heart of each of his children a love for the community of 
faith, which is the church, and that He has obligated them to mutual ministry within it.  13

The Doctrine of End Times – Eschatology 

• We believe in “That blessed hope” - the personal, visible, and bodily return of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  14

• We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust, the everlasting blessedness of 
the saved and the everlasting punishment of the lost.  15
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