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Meet Me Here

With respect to the Lord, these three words, “meet me here,” have most often directed my
thoughts to “meeting” the Lord through a scripture or a study or simply time spent in quiet
with Him. It is as if the Lord were saying to me, “meet with Me here”. Although those times
are important and we really do want to carve out time to meet with Him, | have recently been
reminded that the Lord wants to meet us where we are. Possibly that means meeting us in
our sorrow or in our questioning or even in our joy. | recently had a personal experience of
the Lord meeting me. In sharing this sweet moment, please know that | am not making a the-
ological statement. | am simply revealing how | believe God met me in a personal way. | was
sitting in church and singing along with the praise songs. | was thinking about the recent loss
of my brother and what he might be experiencing in heaven. All of a sudden | got the very viv-
id vision of my brother, my Dad and our little Mikey. They were looking through a window and
my brother was standing between my Dad and Mikey. It was as if they were giving my brother
a tour of Heaven. Mikey was doing the talking and he said to my brother, “You can look
through this window when you want. Look, there is my Mama! See her singing! It's Mama!”
My heart was overflowing with joy in that moment. Again, we are not talking theology here, |
am just talking about the Lord meeting me and comforting me and encouraging me in a way
that | believe only He can do.

With respect to our daily lives, | also believe the Lord wants us to meet people where they
are. This involves loving them where they are, meeting genuine needs when possible, and
letting God work through us to help others. Wait a minute! Isn’t that what our chaplains do
over and over as they are called out to help the hurting?

They love these people right where they are; in their pain, their grief, their agony.

They meet genuine needs in so many ways; offering a listening ear, providing needed infor-
mation, helping with clean up or preparation or even food items. They truly allow the Lord to
love these people through themselves and their offering of assistance.

It seems it is a full circle kind of thing. We take time to meet with the Lord, He ministers to us
by meeting us in our need and then we are filled full in order to turn and share that love and
encouragement with others. Wow! How amazing is the God we serve!
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Thank you as always for the support of this ministry. Your support allows our chaplains to be
helpful in situations the rest of us would not be privy to. It allows them to be the hands and
feet of Jesus in those situations and be there to help when it hurts so much. In this month of
February, where we are reminded a lot about love; | believe this is true love.

Jan Richards

Be sure to update your Chaplaincy newsletter preferences so we
can stay connected. Sign up for monthly emails at 911chaplain.org,
or return the enclosed communication card or contact David John-
son at davidj@gatheringchurch.org. Our chaplains value your pray-
ers and support, and we pray the added features help you stay con-

nected as a vital part of this ministry.

County-Wide Chaplaincy is a non-profit ministry

Your tax-deductible donations can be given by mail using the enclosed envelope, or
online. To give online and/or set up recurring billing there is a link to give on the dona-
tions page of our website: www.911chaplain.org.

Or you can go straight to the donation portal at the following web address:
https://911chaplain.churchcenteronline.com/.

2500 NE 78th St., Vancouver, WA 98665 < (360) 573-7127

WWW.911CHAPLAIN.ORG




