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January 25, 2026 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Installation of Officers 
 

February 8, 2026 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Super Sunday 
(Family and Friends) 

 
February 14, 2026 

12-6 pm 
Eclipse Event Center, Beloit 

Black Herstory Day 
Sponsored by Black Women in  
Business. Over forty vendors. 

 
February 22, 2026 

Emmanuel Baptist Church 
Black History Sunday. 
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From the Desk of the  Pastor  

 

Emmanuel Baptist Church: Fourth Quarter Reflections & 
A Forward Look into 2026 
 
As we close the curtain on 2025, my heart is over-
whelmed with gratitude. This fourth quarter marked a 
season of strength, service, and sacred moments that 
embodied the heartbeat of our ministry—loving God and 
serving His people with excellence. 
 
Celebrating Women & Honoring Survivors 
We were especially blessed during Women’s Weekend 
and Survivor Sunday, which we prayerfully combined this 
year to maximize impact and relevance. It was more than 

an event—it was an experience of empowerment, healing, and sisterhood. We were graced 
by the preaching of Lady Lisa Fambro, whose timely word reminded us that God can give 
beauty for ashes and strength for every survivor’s story. 
 
Honoring Service, Sacrifice, and Legacy 
In November, we took time to honor our military veterans on Veterans Day, recognizing their 
sacrifice and service to our nation. We also celebrated the often-overlooked yet essential 
arms of ministry—the Ushers, Greeters, and Nurses—those who serve on the front lines of 
hospitality and care. One of the most moving moments came as we honored the legacy of 
Brother Albert Barker Sr., who served faithfully as an usher for over 50 years. In loving trib-
ute, Mother Birdia Barker made a generous donation in his memory, and a plaque in his hon-
or will soon be displayed in the vestibule as a lasting reminder of servant leadership. 
 
Compassion in Action 
The holiday season gave us another opportunity to be the hands and heart of Christ. 
Through the generosity of our members and partners, we provided turkeys and grocery 
items to families in need—ensuring that their tables were filled and their hearts encouraged. 
 
Celebrating Christmas with Joy & Excellence 
Our Christmas Celebration was nothing short of joyful. With gift card giveaways, festive mu-
sic, photography, and a spirit of love in the room, it was a celebration of God’s greatest gift—
Jesus Christ.  
 
A special thank you to our Social Media Ministry, who work behind the scenes to ensure eve-
ry worship experience is streamed with quality, consistency, and care. Your work matters 
more than you know. 
 

http://www.emmanuelbaptistbeloit.org/
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A Night of Unity & Worship 
On New Year’s Eve, we closed the year in our tradition of unity, worshiping alongside our brothers and sisters from New Zion and 
Community Baptist Church. Pastor Hearns delivered a soul-stirring word, and the sanctuary was filled with gratitude as we counted 
down together into a new year. These moments of joint fellowship continue to remind us that the Church is bigger than anyone 
building—we are one Body. 
 
 
A Look Ahead: Into the Deep – 2026 Vision 
We are thrilled to have entered Phase Three of our sanctuary upgrades, including new carpet and pews that reflect our commit-
ment to excellence in sacred space. We are especially grateful to the Jim & Cheryl Caldwell Foundation for their gracious donation 
that has made this possible. Full updates will be shared at our 2026 Vision Meeting, and I believe what’s coming is worth every 
prayer and seed sown. 
 
As we move into 2026, our emphasis is clear: we are going “Into the Deep”—leaving the shallow waters of routine and fear to walk 
in deeper faith, obedience, and purpose. Greater still lies ahead for Emmanuel. 
 
Closing Gratitude 
To every Emmanuel member, Legacy contributor, and faithful partner, thank you for your giving, your prayers, your presence, and 
your trust in God’s leadership through this church. As Scripture assures us in 1 Corinthians 15:58, “your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord.” We’ve witnessed God’s hand in 2025, and I believe with all my heart that He’s not finished yet. 
 
Let’s go deeper. 
 
With love and expectation, 
Pastor OJ Newburn, Sr., M.Div. 
Senior Pastor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EBC LIFE ENRICHMENT 
(Sunday School) 

 

YOU ARE INVITED: EXPERIENCE THE JOY AND GROWTH OF LIFE ENRICHMENT (EBC SUNDAY SCHOOL) 
 
We warmly invite all members to participate in our vibrant Life Enrichment program! Whether you are a long
-time member or new to Emmanuel, Life Enrichment offers a wonderful opportunity to learn, connect, and 
grow together in faith. 
• Life Enrichment classes provide in-depth exploration of scripture and spiritual topics, helping you gain      

greater insight into your beliefs and how they apply to everyday life. 
• Our classes are a place to connect with fellow members, share experiences, and support one another on 

your spiritual journey. 
• We offer classes for children and adults, ensuring that everyone can find a place to learn and grow. 
• Life Enrichment provides a safe space to ask questions, share perspectives, and delve deeper into topics 

that matter to you. 
Get involved by volunteering as a teacher or helper, strengthening both your faith and your leadership skills. 
Life Enrichment meets every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. We encourage you and your family to come and experience 
the joy, learning, and fellowship that Life Enrichment brings. No prior sign-up is necessary—just come as 
you are and be ready to grow! 
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Combined Choirs under the direction of O’Malley Lomax and Desmond Haney, 
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Wisconsin health officials are reporting "very 
high" flu activity across the state, with 
over 4000 people testing positive for Influen-
za A during the last week of 2025. 

The surge is attributed to a new Influenza A 
variant called H3N2 subclade K, which has 
caused flu cases to skyrocket nationwide. This 
particular strain is not covered by this year's 
flu vaccine, creating additional challenges for 
prevention efforts. 
"H3 viruses are usually one of the most viru-

lent or serious viruses of all the influenza viruses. So even a little protection is still worth-
while for people to get vaccinated," said Tom Haupt, Wisconsin DHS Respiratory Disease 
Epidemiologist. 

Flu activity remains high across Wisconsin 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-data.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/disease/respiratory-data.htm


1st Quarter Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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