Small Group Bible Study
Fact Check – Week 1
Hypocrisy 

Objective To explore the themes of hypocrisy and authenticity within the church, understand Jesus' teachings on these issues, and encourage participants to embrace vulnerability and authenticity in their faith journey.

Opening Prayer Begin with a prayer asking for guidance, wisdom, and openness to the Holy Spirit as you explore these challenging topics.

Icebreaker: Have you ever experienced or witnessed hypocrisy in a church setting? How did it affect your perception of the church?

Scripture Reading: Matthew 23:1-28
Focus on verses 1-3, 23-28.

Discussion Questions:

· How does Jesus describe the behavior of the Pharisees in Matthew 23, and why does He criticize them so strongly?
· What does Jesus mean when He instructs the people to "do everything they tell you, but do not do what they do" (Matthew 23:3)? How can this apply to our understanding of leadership and integrity?
· In Matthew 23:25-26, Jesus talks about cleaning the inside of the cup and dish. How can we apply this metaphor to our spiritual lives and focus on internal transformation?
· How does Jesus' critique of the Pharisees challenge us to examine our own motivations and actions within the church community?

Reflect on Brennan Manning's quote: "The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians: who acknowledge Jesus with their lips, walk out the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle."
· How does this statement resonate with your personal experiences or observations?

Authenticity in Faith:
· Why do you think authenticity is so important to Jesus?
· How can we differentiate between genuine faith and the kind of hypocrisy Jesus condemns?
· How can we cultivate authenticity in our personal faith and within our church community?

The Role of the Heart:
· Discuss the importance of the heart in Jesus' teachings (Matthew 23:23-26).
· How can we ensure our actions align with a heart that seeks justice, mercy, and faithfulness?



Removing Masks:
· What are some "masks" or "labels" we might wear in church settings?
· How can we begin to remove these masks and embrace vulnerability?

Scripture Reading: James 1:22-27
Focus on the call to be doers of the word and the importance of genuine religion.

· What does James mean by being "doers of the word, and not hearers only"?
· How does this relate to the issue of hypocrisy discussed in Matthew 23?
· According to James 1:27, what constitutes "pure and undefiled religion"?
· How can we apply this understanding to our lives and church practices?
· How does self-deception play a role in hypocrisy?
· What steps can we take to ensure we are not deceiving ourselves about our spiritual state?

Practical Application:

· Discuss practical ways to live out the teachings of James 1:22-27 in daily life.
· How can we support each other in being doers of the word?
· Encourage each participant to identify one area in their life where they can be more authentic and share it with the group if comfortable.

Closing Reflection:
Reflect on the statement: "People don't walk away from faith because churches are full of sinners. They walk away because churches are full of sinners who pretend to be holy.

· How can we, as a church, create an environment where authenticity is valued and encouraged?

Closing Prayer End with a prayer asking for courage to live authentically, for the church to be a place of genuine community, and for the strength to reflect Christ's love and truth in all aspects of life.

Suggested Further Reading:
· "The Ragamuffin Gospel" by Brennan Manning
· "Mere Christianity" by C.S. Lewis (for understanding Christian behavior and authenticity)

This guide aims to foster a deep and honest conversation about the challenges of hypocrisy and the call to authenticity in the Christian life, encouraging participants to reflect on their own lives and the life of their church community.

