Small Group Bible Study
He Is Week 5

Optional Activity: "Vine Connections"
Provide each participant with a small piece of paper and a pen. Ask them to write down one word that describes their current relationship with Jesus. Collect the papers and read them aloud, discussing the variety of ways people experience their relationship with God. This will set the stage for exploring how we can deepen our connection with Christ, the true vine.

Key Themes
Abiding in Christ
Bearing Fruit
The Role of the Father as the Gardener
Understanding Jesus' Identity
Love and Obedience

Scripture Reading and Discussion Part I
John 15:1-8

Understanding the Vine: 
· What does Jesus mean when He says He is the "true vine"? 
· How does this metaphor help us understand His role in our spiritual lives?

The Gardener's Role: 
· How does the Father function as the gardener in this passage? 
· What does it mean for Him to prune the branches, and how might this process look in our lives?
· Consider areas in your life where you might need pruning. What might God be asking you to let go of to bear more fruit?

Abiding in Christ: 
· What does it mean to "remain" in Jesus, and why is it crucial for bearing fruit? 
· How can we practically abide in Him daily?

Consequences and Promises: 
· What are the implications of being a branch that does not bear fruit? 
· What promises are given to those who remain in the vine?

Relationship Dynamics: 
· How does this passage define the relationship between Jesus, the Father, and believers? 
· How does this understanding impact your personal walk with Christ?





Scripture Reading and Discussion Part II
John 15:9-17

Love and Commandments: 
· How does Jesus link love and obedience in these verses? 
· What does it mean to remain in His love?

Joy and Friendship: 
· What does Jesus say about joy, and how is it connected to our relationship with Him? 
· How does Jesus redefine friendship in this passage?
· How has Jesus been a friend to you?

Chosen and Appointed: 
· What does it mean to be chosen and appointed by Jesus to bear fruit? 
· How does this calling affect your understanding of your purpose as a believer?

Love One Another: 
· How does the command to love one another as Jesus has loved us challenge or inspire you in your relationships with others?

Personal Reflection
· Reflect on a time when you felt particularly connected to Jesus. What were the circumstances, and how did it affect your life?
· How does understanding Jesus as the true vine deepen your knowledge of who He is and what He offers?
· In what ways can you actively love others as Jesus has loved you?

"He Is" Sermon Series
· In the context of the "He Is" sermon series, how does the identity of Jesus as the true vine complement the other "I Am" statements? 
· How does this understanding help us celebrate who Jesus is and what He has done for us, especially as we approach Easter?

Application
Activity: "Vine and Branches Journal"
Encourage participants to keep a journal for the next week, noting daily how they are abiding in Christ and any "fruit" they observe in their lives. Include reflections on any pruning experiences and how they are growing closer to Jesus. Plan a follow-up discussion to share insights and experiences.

Group Prayer
Prayer Focus: Ask God to help each participant remain in Christ, to prune away anything that hinders their growth, and to empower them to bear fruit that glorifies Him. Pray for a deeper understanding of Jesus' identity and a closer relationship with Him. 

Ask for guidance in loving others as Jesus has loved us.

