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Title: Prayer and Predictions

BIG IDEA
When despair and confusion surround us, God calls His people to turn to Scripture and prayer. Hope is found not in political power or human solutions but in the promises of God fulfilled in Jesus — our Prophet, Priest, and King.

HOOK — Start with the Heart (10–15 min)
Discuss:
1. When you look at the world today — the economy, politics, technology, or global events — what causes you the most despair or anxiety?
2. How do you typically respond when it feels like “evil is winning”? (Ignore it, bury it, jump to conclusions, give up, pray, etc.)
3. Why do you think prayer often becomes a last resort rather than a first response?
Transition: Daniel faced overwhelming despair — exile, aging, and a collapsing world — yet his first response was prayer rooted in Scripture. Let’s see what we can learn from his example in Daniel 9.

LOOK — Dig into the Word (25–30 min)
Read Daniel 9:1–3
· What do we learn about Daniel’s situation and mindset here?
· Why is it significant that Daniel was studying the Scriptures (Jeremiah’s prophecy) before he prayed?
· What does that say about the connection between God’s Word and prayer?
Read Daniel 9:4–19
· How does Daniel begin his prayer? (Praise, confession, petition)
· What stands out to you about how Daniel identifies with the sins of his people?
· How does Daniel’s confession challenge our individualistic way of thinking about sin and repentance?
Discuss:
· Why do you think Daniel takes responsibility for sins he didn’t personally commit?
· What would it look like for us as believers today to confess corporately (as part of our nation or the Church)?
· What might be some “national sins” or collective burdens we need to carry to the cross in prayer?
Read Daniel 9:20–27
· How does God respond to Daniel’s prayer?
· What is the significance of Gabriel’s message about the coming “Anointed One”?
· How do verses 24–27 point us to Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promise — our Prophet, Priest, and King?
Teaching Note:
· As Prophet, Jesus completes God’s revelation (v.24 “to seal up vision and prophecy”).
· As Priest, He atones for sin once and for all (“to put an end to sin and atone for wickedness”).
· As King, He brings everlasting righteousness and opens the way to God (“to anoint the Most Holy Place”).

TOOK — Live It Out (20 min)
Reflect and Apply:
1. We Choose Prayer:
· How can you make prayer a more intentional and non-negotiable part of your daily life?
· What keeps you from consistent prayer — and how can your group help each other overcome that?
2. We Choose Scripture:
· Daniel turned to God’s Word before he turned to God in prayer.
· How could you anchor your prayers more deeply in the Word this week?
· Consider using a Psalm or promise from Scripture as a starting point for prayer each day.
3. We Choose Hope:
· Daniel’s world was collapsing, but God was still in control.
· What truths from this chapter give you hope today?
· How does knowing that Jesus has already finished the work on the cross change how you see despair and difficulty?

PRAYER FOCUS (5–10 min)
· Thank God for being faithful through every generation and circumstance.
· Confess personal and collective sin — pray for repentance in the Church and nation.
· Ask God to deepen your group’s hunger for His Word and dependence on prayer.
· Praise Jesus as the fulfillment of all prophecy — our Prophet, Priest, and King.

OPTIONAL FOLLOW-UP RESOURCES
· Short Video: “The Bible Project — https://youtu.be/9cSC9uobtPM
· Reading: Jeremiah 29:10–14; Romans 3:23–26; Hebrews 9:11–14

