Small Group Lesson: He Came to Advise Me
Sermon Series: Incarnation #1
Isaiah 9:6
11.30.25

______________________________________________________________________________
Big Idea
Christmas is more than a holiday; it is the celebration of the Incarnation—God becoming flesh to bring hope, light, and redemption to a world in despair.

Hook
Icebreaker Activity: 
Begin with a fun activity: ask each participant to share their favorite Christmas gift from childhood. Encourage them to explain why that gift meant so much to them. 
Leader Prompt: 
Just like our most cherished gifts come with memories and meaning, Christmas itself
comes with a profound significance that goes beyond material possessions.

Look
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7.  

Discussion Questions:
1. What do you think the mood was like in Isaiah's time when he delivered this prophecy? (Encourage discussion about the political and spiritual turmoil mentioned in the text.)
2. Isaiah uses the “Prophetic Perfect" to speak of future events as if they've already happened. How does this concept impact our understanding of faith and hope?
3. In what ways do you see parallels between the challenges faced in Isaiah's time and the challenges we see in our world today?
4. What do you think it means for us that Jesus is referred to as the "Perfect Ruler"? How does this shape our understanding of Christmas?
______________________________________________________________________________
Took
Application Questions:
1. How can we apply the message of hope and light from Isaiah 9:1-7 to our current circumstances? What specific actions can we take to embody this hope and light in our communities?
Prompt: Think about a recent situation in your life or community that feels overwhelming or hopeless. What specific steps can we take to bring encouragement and hope to those affected? How can we be agents of light, much like Jesus was described as the Light of the World?
2. What are some "gifts" that we can focus on this Christmas that reflect the true meaning of the holiday instead of materialism?
Prompt: List a few non-material gifts (e.g., acts of kindness, time spent with loved ones, sharing the message of Jesus) that resonate with you. How can these gifts make a difference in someone else's life? Consider how you can prioritize giving these gifts instead of focusing on material possessions.
3. In a practical sense, how can we encourage ourselves and others to remember the significance of the Incarnation in our daily lives?
Prompt: Think about ways you can incorporate reminders of the Incarnation into your daily routine (e.g., reading scripture, hanging ornaments with spiritual significance, or playing worship music). How can these actions serve as reminders of the hope Jesus brings? Can you think of a creative way to share this focus with friends or family?
______________________________________________________________________________
 
Closing Activity: 
Conclude with a time of prayer, asking God to help each participant embody the hope and light of Christ in their lives as they prepare for the Christmas season. Encourage them to think of one person they can reach out to this week to share that hope, then follow through and do it. 
______________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion:
Encourage the group to reflect on the meaning of Christmas throughout the week and consider how they can live out the message of the Incarnation in their interactions with others. Remind them that the essence of Christmas lies in the love and hope brought to us through Jesus Christ.
______________________________________________________________________________

Other Resources:
VIDEO: Book of Isaiah Summary: A Complete Animated Overview (Part 1) https://youtu.be/d0A6Uchb1F8 and What It Means for Jesus to Be the "Word of God" https://youtu.be/XgslCbXOOIE
ARTICLE: https://www.christianitytoday.com/1960/12/meaning-of-christmas/
