D Group Lesson
“Welcome to the Table”
Sermon Series: Hospitality #2
John 13:1-17
11.23.25
Big Idea: 
True hospitality is more than sharing a meal—it is intentionally creating spaces of welcome and grace that reflect God’s love and invite others to experience Christ, the only bread that truly satisfies.
[bookmark: _Hlk214539149]______________________________________________________________________________
Hook:
Paul told us in his sermon to "Imagine you are at a grand banquet, like the one King George IV hosted in honor of the Grand Duke Nicholas of Russia. Picture the lavish feast, the delightful aromas, and the elegant table setting. It was a spectacle meant to impress, and impress it did. But let's consider: is this what true hospitality is about? What if the real essence of hospitality isn't found in luxury but in how we welcome others into our lives?"
Question for Reflection: 
How do you typically view hospitality? Is it more about the food and decorations or about the connections formed around the table?
______________________________________________________________________________
Look: Dive into the scripture passage and the principles of hospitality shown through Jesus' actions.
1. Read John 13:1-17 together as a group. Everyone in the group should read a few verses or a section.
2. Discussion Points:
· Foot washing was a common but humble act of hospitality in Jesus' time. Discuss why Jesus chose to wash the disciples' feet and what that symbolizes for our own experiences of hospitality.
· Reflect on the significance of Jesus' actions in context. Discuss the awkwardness in the room when no one offered to wash feet. 
· How does this reflect our tendencies today to seek status or applause instead of serving?
· Explore the idea of “Rank and Status.” Just as the disciples jockeyed for position, we often find ourselves caught in a "pecking order" in our conversations and relationships. 
· How can we turn this tendency on its head, as Jesus did?

3. Related Scriptures for Deeper Understanding:
· Read Philippians 2:3 (The Message) - "Don't push your way to the front; don't sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside and help others get ahead."
· Reflect on practical examples of hospitality you witness or practice in everyday life.
______________________________________________________________________________
Took:
Now, guide the group toward practical applications of what they've learned.

1. Personal Reflection:
· Ask group members to consider what might be hindering their hospitality. Is it pride, insecurity, or fear of judgment?
· Encourage them to think of one person they can reach out to this week with an act of service or an invitation to share a meal.

2. Practical Challenges:
· Challenge each member to put hospitality into action in three areas of their lives: at home, at work, and within the church community.
· Examples:
· At Home: Clean up after a meal without being asked, offer to help with chores.
· At Work: Bring coffee for a colleague or offer to assist someone with their tasks.
· At Church: Volunteer for a ministry that welcomes newcomers or serves those in need.

3. Closing Thought:
· Reflect on N.T. Wright's words: 
"When Jesus wanted to explain to his followers the meaning of his death, he didn't give them a theory; he gave them a meal."
· Invite the group to consider how sharing meals and creating space at the table can be a bridge to deeper relationships and connections, transforming strangers into friends.
______________________________________________________________________________
Prayer: (Prompt)
Conclude with a prayer that focuses on openness to receive and practice authentic hospitality, seeking the courage to serve others as Jesus did.
______________________________________________________________________________
Extras:
• Video: https://youtu.be/aNl2tRa4gM8
• Article: https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/why-is-it-so-powerful-that-jesus-washed-his-disciples-feet.html
• Study Resource: https://biblepure.com/feet-washing-in-the-bible-meaning/



