D Group Lesson: Blind Spots #3 — The Blind Spot of Entitlement
[bookmark: _Hlk219816481]Scripture Passage: Mark 10:35–45
Big Idea: Entitlement blinds us to others, but humility and service open our eyes to true greatness in Christ.

HOOK 
Purpose: Engage and connect personally with the topic.
Opening Story: Read or summarize the Time Magazine story about the 17-year-old who felt entitled even after a tragic accident. Discuss how entitlement shows up in small and big ways today. 
In 2001, Time Magazine ran a cover story called “Power Struggle—Who’s in Charge?” about a 17-year-old girl who spent the afternoon drinking, then drove drunk and killed a 16-year-old honor student. Even after she was charged with manslaughter, her parents asked the judge if she could still go to Paris for the summer. The story exposes how entitlement can blind people to consequences—and to other people’s lives.
Activity: “The Pizza and $20 Quiz” Read the short quiz and have participants respond honestly (no one must share answers unless they want to).
There is one slice of pizza left at a party, and you are hungry. What do you do?  
· Eat it
· Give it to your best friend (because they are hungry too)
· You give it to someone else in exchange for a taco
· You leave it

You see someone drop a $20 bill, and they don’t notice. Do you…
· Glide over and sweep it up like a vacuum cleaner
· Pick it up and give it back to them

Ok, let’s take it up a notch with 4 True/False Questions. (Let’s keep
these answers to ourselves)

T/F - I love being first.
T/F	- I love to win.
T/F	- I love getting in the last word.
T/F - I love being right.

Follow-up Questions:
· Where do you see entitlement most in our culture today?
· How do you personally define “entitlement”?
· How do we know when a healthy confidence crosses into selfish entitlement?

LOOK 
Purpose: Dig into Scripture and discover the truth of God’s Word.
Read Mark 10:35–45 Together
Observation Questions:
1. What stands out to you about James and John’s request to Jesus?
2. Why do you think they felt entitled to those positions of power?
3. How did the other disciples respond, and what does that reveal about their hearts?
4. What contrast does Jesus make between worldly greatness and kingdom greatness?
5. What does verse 45 teach us about Jesus’ mission and model for greatness?
Teaching Point Summary:
· James and John misunderstood what it meant to follow Jesus—they wanted status, not service.
· Jesus redefines greatness as servanthood and shows that true fulfillment is found in humility and giving, not demanding.
· Entitlement grows when we forget the cross and focus on our comfort.
Supporting Video (Optional 5 min):
· “Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet” https://bibleproject.com/bible/niv/john/13/

TOOK 
Purpose: Apply God’s Word personally and practically.
Reflection Questions:
1. Where do you notice entitlement creeping into your own life (work, family, relationships, church)?
2. What does “not so with you” (v.43) mean for your daily life this week?
3. How would your relationships change if you focused more on serving than being served?
4. Jesus said He came to “give His life as a ransom for many.” What does that look like in your neighborhood, school, or workplace?
Activity: “Selfless Challenge” Invite your group to think of one selfless act they can intentionally do this week — something that requires humility and service.
Examples:
· Help a coworker without recognition.
· Do a chore at home that no one else wants to do.
· Pay for a stranger’s coffee.
· Use encouraging words instead of criticism.
Have them commit to sharing their experiences next week.


