D-Group Lesson Plan: “Table-ology”
Scripture: 1 Peter 4:9 – “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”
Series: Hospitality – Week 1
Date: November 16, 2025
Length: 45–60 minutes

Big Idea:
Hospitality is more than sharing a meal—it’s sharing the heart of Jesus.
True “table-ology” is creating space in our lives and homes for others to experience God’s love, grace, and welcome through us.

HOOK – Warm Up & Engage (10–15 min)
Purpose: Get everyone thinking about the theme of hospitality and connection.
1. Icebreaker:
· What’s one of your favorite memories around a table (family dinner, meal with friends, special celebration, etc.)?
· What made it special?
2. Transition Thought:
We live in a world that’s lost the art of the table. Meals used to be where families connected and stories were shared. Yet God designed the table to be a sacred place—a tool for connection and mission.
3. Read 1 Peter 4:9
“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”
Ask:
· Why do you think Peter emphasizes doing this without grumbling?
· What makes showing hospitality hard for people today?

LOOK – Dig Into the Word (20–25 min)
Purpose: See what Scripture says about hospitality and how Jesus modeled it.
1. The Old Testament Emphasis
· Read Genesis 18:1–8 (Abraham’s hospitality to strangers).
Discuss:
· What stands out to you about how Abraham welcomed these visitors?
· How does his generosity reflect the heart of God?
· Read Psalm 67:1–2
Discuss:
· How is God’s blessing connected to being a blessing to others?
· How does this show that hospitality has always been part of God’s mission?

2. Jesus Practiced Table-ology
· Read Luke 19:1–10 (Zacchaeus).
Discuss:
· Why do you think Jesus chose to go to Zacchaeus’ house?
· What happened to Zacchaeus after that meal with Jesus?
· How does Jesus’ approach challenge our comfort zones in showing hospitality?
· Read John 1:14 – “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.”
Discuss:
· How is the incarnation an act of divine hospitality?
· What does it mean for us to “make room” for others like Jesus did?

3. The New Testament Call to Practice It
· Read Romans 12:13 and 1 Peter 4:9 again.
Discuss:
· What are some ways we can practice hospitality in today’s culture?
· Why do you think hospitality is a qualification for church leaders (1 Tim. 3:2)?
· What does it look like to practice hospitality without needing a big home, fancy meal, or perfect schedule?

TOOK – Apply & Respond (15–20 min)
Purpose: Move from understanding to living out the message.
1. Personal Reflection:
· How open is your “table” (life, schedule, home, heart) to others right now?
· What barriers keep you from practicing hospitality—time, fear, space, energy, personality?
2. Challenge:
“What are one or two small things you could do this week to reflect God’s hospitality?”
Examples:
· Invite a neighbor or co-worker for coffee or dessert.
· Share a meal with someone new at church.
· Write an encouraging note or text to someone who feels unseen.
· Eat one family meal this week without phones or screens, focusing on conversation and connection.
3. Group Prayer:
· Thank God for His generous hospitality toward us through Jesus.
· Pray that your group would see your homes, tables, and time as tools for God’s kingdom.
· Ask the Holy Spirit to show each person one person or family to intentionally welcome this week.

Optional Follow-Up for Next Week:
At the beginning of your next D-Group, ask:
“How did you practice hospitality this week? What happened?”
Encourage stories of connection, no matter how small.

Other Resources:
1. “How to Live Out Biblical Hospitality” (American Bible Society)
URL: https://www.americanbible.org/engage/bible-blog/articles/how-to-live-out-biblical-hospitality/?utm_source
· How it enforces the Big Idea: It pushes us to see hospitality not as optional or superficial, but as a lifestyle of sharing the heart of Jesus — making space, extending welcome, and using what we have (time, home, giftings) to reflect God’s generous welcome.
2. “4 Biblical Reasons Christians Should Be Hospitable” (Bible to Life)
URL: https://bibletolife.com/resources/articles/4-biblical-reasons-christians-should-be-hospitable/?utm_source
· How it enforces the Big Idea: It anchors hospitality in theology — showing that when we welcome others, we aren’t just doing a social nicety, but we are reflecting Christ’s heart, obeying God’s call, and participating in His mission. That connects directly with the idea that hospitality shares the heart of Jesus, not just the food.
3. 	How I Practice BIBLICAL HOSPITALITY (And How It’s Different Than Entertaining) | Kaci Nicole (YouTube · ~10 min) URL: https://youtu.be/prYhtnlf8J0
· How it enforces the Big Idea: It emphasizes that hospitality isn’t about perfection or fancy dinners, aligning with your sermon’s point that the size or style of the table doesn’t matter—as much as the heart and the welcome.


