
December 24, 2024 • Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols 

11:00 AM Family Service



THE COLORS OF CHRISTMASTIDE
White and gold, the colors of the season that extends from Christmas Eve to Epiphany (January 6), are ones 
of celebration, newness, and hope, as they remind us of the purity and royalty of the newborn Christ, the 
Light of the World and Immanuel who has come to "save his people from their sins" and make all things new.

A D V E N T   |   C H R I S T M A S   |   E P I P H A N Y   |   L E N T   |   E A S T E R   |   P E N T E C O S T

Called to Live and to Love as the Body of Christ.

All:
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CAROL
O COME, O COME EMMANUEL

(Words: trans. John Mason Neale; Music: arr. Thomas Helmore, addtl. arr. David Lutes; CCLI license #2476739)
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Vocalists:
All:
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ENTRANCE

Minister:	 Alleluia. The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.
People:	 And we beheld his glory, full of grace and truth. Alleluia. Amen.

(please be seated)

Minister:	 Dear Family of God, let it be this Christmas Eve our care and delight to 
	 prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and 
	 mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, 
	 and the Babe laying in the manger. Therefore, let us read and mark in Holy 
	 Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God, the glorious Redemption 
	 brought us by the Holy Child. And let us make this church glad with our 	
	 carols of praise. Let us pray...

FIRST LESSON
from Isaiah 9 and 11

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness, on them has light shone... 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this...

11:6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them.
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CAROL
COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS

(Words: Charles Wesley, Mark Hunt; Music: Rowland Prichard, arr. David Lutes; CCLI license #2476739)
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SECOND LESSON
Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the 
virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
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CAROL
AWAY IN A MANGER

(Words: anonymous; Music: James R. Murray; CCLI license #2476739)
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THIRD LESSON
Luke 2:1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.

MEDITATION
Rev. Brent Baker
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CAROL
O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

(Words & Music: John Wade, arr. David Lutes; CCLI license #2476739)
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FOURTH LESSON
Luke 2:8-20

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 
them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.

Reader:	 This is the Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God!
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CAROL
JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

(Words & Music: George D. Elderkin, 1890; arr. David Lutes, 2013; CCLI license #2476739)
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LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Minister:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with your spirit.

Minister:	 Let us pray.

	 Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the 	
	 King of Kings, wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a 
	 manger. On this holy night draw us into the mystery of your love. Join
	 our voices with the heavenly host that we may sing your glory on high. 
	 Give us a place among the shepherds that we may find the one for 	
	 whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Lord, who lives 	
	 and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 	
	 and ever.
People:	 Amen.

Minister:	 We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
	 Advent means coming and we are preparing ourselves for the days when,
People:	 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
	 those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.

Minister:	 Jesus said, "I am the Light of the world.
People:	 Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life."

Minister:	 Jesus said, "You are the light of the world.
People:	 A city set on a hill cannot be hidden, nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket 	
	 but on a stand and it gives light to all in the house.

Minister:	 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 	
	 your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven."
People:	 Let us walk in the light of the Lord.

The pastor will light his candle from the Christ Candle. Ushers will then light the 

candles on the ends of the rows. Each person will light the candle of the person next to 

him/her. If your child(ren) wish to participate please assist them in safely lighting their 

candle.
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HYMNS
SILENT NIGHT! HOLY NIGHT!

(Words: Joseph Mohr, Music: Franz Gruber, CCLI license #2476739)
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BENEDICTION
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you 
with peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you and 
remain with you always. Amen.

PROCESSIONAL
JOY TO THE WORLD

(Words: Isaac Watts; Music: Lowell Mason, arr. David Lutes; CCLI license #2476739)

*We raise our candles together at the beginning of verse 3 to signify that Christ, the 

light of the world, has come down to earth from above to dwell with us and to "rule 

the world with truth and grace."

Before you exit, please extinguish your candles.

Please join us for worship on Sunday, December 29 at 9:00 and 10:15 AM.
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