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W E E K  T W E N T Y - S E V E NW E E K  T W E N T Y - S E V E N
In week twenty-seven (our final week of

studying the book of Romans), we will study
Romans 16:1-27. Paul will say his longest
greeting of all his letters and list many

people who he wants to acknowledge in
the Roman churches. He will then send one

final set of instructions to conclude this
grand letter.

S E R M O N  N O T E SS E R M O N  N O T E S
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1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a deacon in the
church in Cenchrea. 2 Welcome her in the Lord as one who is
worthy of honor among God’s people. Help her in whatever she
needs, for she has been helpful to many, and especially to me.

3 Give my greetings to Priscilla and Aquila, my co-workers in
the ministry of Christ Jesus. 4 In fact, they once risked their
lives for me. I am thankful to them, and so are all the Gentile

churches. 5 Also give my greetings to the church that meets in
their home. Greet my dear friend Epenetus. He was the first

person from the province of Asia to become a follower of Christ.
6 Give my greetings to Mary, who has worked so hard for your
benefit. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews, who

were in prison with me. They are highly respected among the
apostles and became followers of Christ before I did. 8 Greet

Ampliatus, my dear friend in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our co-

worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles,

a good man whom Christ approves. And give my greetings to
the believers from the household of Aristobulus. 11 Greet

Herodion, my fellow Jew. Greet the Lord’s people from the
household of Narcissus. 12 Give my greetings to Tryphena and

Tryphosa, the Lord’s workers, and to dear Persis, who has
worked so hard for the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, whom the Lord
picked out to be his very own; and also his dear mother, who

has been a mother to me.“Those who have never been told of
him shall see, and those who have never heard of him shall

understand.”
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14 Give my greetings to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas,

Hermas, and the brothers and sisters who meet with them. 15 Give
my greetings to Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and to

Olympas and all the believers[e] who meet with them. 16 Greet each
other with a sacred kiss. All the churches of Christ send you their
greetings. 17 And now I make one more appeal, my dear brothers
and sisters. Watch out for people who cause divisions and upset
people’s faith by teaching things contrary to what you have been

taught. Stay away from them. 18 Such people are not serving Christ
our Lord; they are serving their own personal interests. By smooth

talk and glowing words they deceive innocent people. 19 But
everyone knows that you are obedient to the Lord. This makes me

very happy. I want you to be wise in doing right and to stay innocent
of any wrong. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your
feet. May the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 21 Timothy, my

fellow worker, sends you his greetings, as do Lucius, Jason, and
Sosipater, my fellow Jews. 22 I, Tertius, the one writing this letter for
Paul, send my greetings, too, as one of the Lord’s followers. 23 Gaius
says hello to you. He is my host and also serves as host to the whole

church. Erastus, the city treasurer, sends you his greetings, and so
does our brother Quartus. 25 Now all glory to God, who is able to
make you strong, just as my Good News says. This message about

Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for you Gentiles, a plan kept
secret from the beginning of time. 26 But now as the prophets[h]

foretold and as the eternal God has commanded, this message is
made known to all Gentiles everywhere, so that they too might

believe and obey him. 27 All glory to the only wise God, through
Jesus Christ, forever. Amen.
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R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 6 : 1 - 2

What a gift Phoebe was to the Romans and has been to us these last 27
weeks of Bible study. He regards her and introduces her in the most elaborate

way found in any other letter. Paul was extremely honored by, trusted and
respected her, so we should be equally impressed. Without Phoebe we may
not have Romans in the way we do today. Paul says many things about her,
she was sent to deliver, this very likely meant she would read aloud and be

able to answer questions about the letter. He calls her a “deacon” or
“servant” meaning she held some sort of caring and leadership role in the

church at Cenchrea. He also uses the word, prostates which means
benefactress. We can assume she was in Rome, on business for other things

possibly, but God used her to share this message with the churches in Rome. 
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List the characteristics Paul says about Phoebe

What surprises you or impresses the most about what Paul
says about Phoebe?
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I M A G I N E  Y O U R S E L F  I N  P H O E B E ’ S  S I T U A T I O N .
H O W  W O U L D  Y O U  F E E L  A N D  H O W  D O  Y O U

T H I N K  S H E  F E L T ?  

What is also notable is what Paul is asking the Romans to do
for Phoebe. The NLT says, “help her in whatever she needs.”
This would have most definitely included basic needs (food,

shelter, water) as well as financial needs that she would
have in her time in Rome. Paul wants to make sure the

Romans not only know why she is there, but assure she is
taken care of while delivering (and most likely digesting) the

letter with the Christians in Rome. 

I like to imagine what it might have been like for Phoebe. While
Paul’s introduction does give us more information than we know
about most of the Christians in the first and second century, it
still leaves wide gaps. Did she stand in front of a crowd and

read it from front to back? How many house churches did she
visit? What kind of questions did the Christians in Rome have?

Was she nervous? How did it go over?



A L L  G L O R Y  T O  T H E
O N L Y  W I S E  G O D ,
T H R O U G H  J E S U S

C H R I S T ,  F O R E V E R .
A M E N .  

R O M A N S  1 5 : 2 7  N L T



R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 6 : 3 - 1 6
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The long list of people Paul mentions tells us a lot about this letter and the
churches in Rome. First, it allows us to know this was an actual letter

written to actual people. Paul had real people, churches and households in
mind when writing these words down. Though we understand Paul knows
at least some of these people (Acts mentions Priscilla and Aquila), we do

not know if he knew every single one of them because he had never
physically been to Rome. It’s possible that Paul may have just heard the

good things people were doing in Rome and wanted to commend them or
it’s also possible Paul listed every single Christian he knew in Rome to

acknowledge their fight for Christ among Roman citizens. What we see is
an extremely diverse community of believers. There are different races
(both Jews and Gentiles), genders (with a significant number of women

mentioned), and social classes.

Count all of the people/households mentioned in these verses. Why do you
think Paul mentions all of these people? Are there any names you recognize?

L O O K  O N  T H E  N E X T  P A G E  A B O U T  W H A T  W E  K N O W  A B O U T
E A C H  I N D I V I D U A L  L I S T E D .  H O W  S H O U L D  T H E  D I V E R S I T Y

O F  P E O P L E  P A U L  M E N T I O N S  I N F O R M  T H E  C H U R C H  T O D A Y ?
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We do not know a ton about these people,  as most of  them are
only  ment ioned here in the last  chapter of  Romans.  Here is

what we do know:

Prisci l la and Aquila-  a Jewish couple,  co-work ing with Paul .  They
are ment ioned in 18 and we know they t raveled many places for  the
Gospel .  Paul  te l ls  us they “r isked their  l ives”  for  h im,  showing their

dedicat ion to Chr ist .  
Epenetus-  Paul  knows him personal ly .  He ment ions he was the f i rst

convert  in  the Roman province of Asia which is  s ignif icant.
Mary-  a very common Jewish name, one who worked hard for  the

Romans
Andronicus and Junia-  two Jews,  probably the most interest ing

and commented on,  other than Pr isci l la and Aqui la.  Paul  cal ls  them
both apost les poss ibly  s ignify ing some sort  of  s ignif icant

leadership.  Junia is  the only  woman in the New Testament to be
referred in th is  regard.  Paul  says they knew Chr ist  before him and

had suffered with h im in pr ison.  
Ampliatus and Urbanus-  most l ike ly  a s lave or  f reedman

Stachys-  poss ibly  of  Greek or igin
Apelles and the household of Aristobulus-  we know almost
nothing about Apel les ,  but can assume Ar istobulus was not a

bel iever ,  but bel ievers were in h is  house
Herodion-  e i ther  a blood- re lat ive of Paul ’s ,  but l ike ly  a fel low Jew

Household of Narcissus-  a household l ike ly  head by a f reedman
Tryphena and Tryphosa-  women who were l ike ly  s laves or

freedwomen
Rufus-  bel ieved to be the son of Simon of Cyrene,  who carr ied the

cross with Jesus part  of  the way to Golgotha
Asyncritus,  Phlegon,  Hermes,  Patrobas,  Hermas-  l i t t le known,

Hermas was l ike ly  a s lave or  f reedman
Philologus,  Jul ia,  Nereus,  his sister,  and Olympas-  Phi lo logus,
Ju l ia were l ike ly  husband and wife and Nereus and his  s ister  were
their  chi ldren,  Olympas was probably just  the only  name from that

household church Paul  knew.



R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 6 : 1 7 - 2 0
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What does Paul say about false teachers and why do you
think it seems to be such an issue Paul speaks about?

Yesterday we learned a lot about many different people,
write down one new thing you learned about that group of

people here. 

Paul now turns to talk about false teachers. We know this
was either a favorite topic of Paul’s or simply a very large

threat as Paul mentions it in many letters to other churches
(1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, 2 Corinthians, and Galatians).

We can also tell that he took this seriously because it is one
of the final instructions he gives the Romans. 
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W H E R E  D O  Y O U  S E E  F A L S E  T E A C H I N G  T O D A Y ?  H O W
C A N  W E  W A T C H  O U T  F O R  I T ?  H O W  D O  Y O U ,  I N S T E A D

“ E N J O Y  T H E  B E S T  O F  J E S U S ” ?

The word “urge” is translated from the word parakaleō,  which
means “watch out for .”  I t  is  l ikely that false teachers have not yet
arrived to Rome, but that Paul  was getting ahead of what might

come. He thought i t  so dangerous for there to be people who
would use speech to confuse or “deceive innocent people” (NLT) .

Paul  commends the Romans and tel ls  them he is proud of them but
wants them to be on guard.  

This is how The Message translates verses 19-20,  
 

And so while there has never been any question about your
honesty in these matters—I couldn’t  be more proud of you!—I want

you also to be smart ,  making sure every “good” thing is the real
thing.  Don’t  be gul l ible in regard to smooth-talking evi l .  Stay alert
l ike this,  and before you know it  the God of peace wil l  come down
on Satan with both feet ,  stomping him into the dirt .  Enjoy the best

of Jesus!
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Paul’s last words speak volumes and summarizes his whole message
to the Romans. See how The Message translates verses 25-26, 

All of our praise rises to the One who is strong enough to make you
strong, exactly as preached in Jesus Christ, precisely as revealed in

the mystery kept secret for so long but now an open book through the
prophetic Scriptures. All the nations of the world can now know the
truth and be brought into obedient belief, carrying out the orders of
God, who got all this started, down to the final detail. All our praise is

focused through Jesus on this incomparably wise God! Yes!

R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 6 : 2 1 - 2 7

Now Paul reminds the Romans of other people saying hel lo.
How do you think this impacted the Romans, knowing there

were others supporting them from afar?

How do these words impact you? How do they echo the entire
message of the book of Romans?
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H O W  H A S  R O M A N S  E N C O U R A G E D  Y O U  I N
T H I S  W A Y ?  

Douglas J Moo says Paul “clearly intended to stimulate the
Romans Christians praise of God by reminding them of

what he has told them of God’s wonderful plan for their
salvation in Jesus Christ.” 

Tim Keller says in summary, “This reminds us of the Gospel
is not only the entry point into Christian life; it is also the
way we continue in, grown in and enjoy life with Christ.

Paul has shown us in Romans, how the Gospel will not only
save us, but also how it then changes us. If we believe the

Gospel, God is working powerfully through it in us. We
need never move away from it.” 
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27 fu l l  weeks  o f  B ib le  s tudy  on  Pau l ’ s  l onges t  le t te r .  Th i s  i s  day  135
and  i f  you  have  s tuck  i n  i t  a l l  t h i s  way ,  I  p ray  you  know th i s  book  as
deep l y  as  I  do .  When  you  th ink  o f  Romans  as  a  who le ,  what  i s  one

ve r se  o r  theme that  comes  to  m ind?  

To jog your memory of the entire book of Romans, I’ve listed each section
heading as titled in the NIV. Look through this list or your own Bible, and circle

one or two that you want to reflect on moving forward.

Pau l ’ s  Long ing  to  V i s i t  Rome ( 1 :8- 17 )

God ’ s  Wrath  Aga ins t  S in fu l  Human i t y  ( 1 : 1 8 -32)

God ’ s  R igh teous  Judgement  (2 : 1 - 16 )

The  Jews  and  the  Law (2 : 17-29)

God ’ s  Fa i th fu lness  (3 : 1 -8 )

No  One  i s  R igh teous  (3 :9-20)

R igh teousness  Th rough  Fa i th  (3 :2 1 -3 1 )

Abraham Jus t i f ied  by  Fa i th  (4 : 1 -25)

Peace  and  Hopoe  (5 : 1 - 1 1 )

Death  Th rough  Adam,  L i fe  Th rough  Chr i s t

(5 : 12-20)

Dead to  S in ,  A l i ve  i n  Chr i s t  ( 6 : 1 - 14 )

S laves  to  R igh teousness  (6 : 15-23)

Re leased  F rom the  Law,  Bound  to  Chr i s t  ( 7 : 1 -6 )

The  Law and  S in  (7 :7-25)

L i fe  Th rough  the  Sp i r i t  (8 : 1 - 1 7 )

P resent  Suf fe r i ng  and  Fu tu re  G lo r y  (8 : 18-30)

More  Than  Conquero r s  (8 :3 1 -39 )

Pau l ’ s  Angu i sh  Over  I s rae l  (9 : 1 -5 )

God ’ s  Sove re ign  Cho ice  (9 :6-29)

I s rae l ’ s  Unbe l ie f  (9 :30- 10 :2 1 )

The  Remnant  o f  I s rae l  ( 1 1 : 1 - 10 )

I ng raf ted  B ranches  ( 1 1 : 1 1 -24)

A l l  I s rae l  W i l l  Be  Saved  ( 1 1 :25-32)

Doxo logy  ( 1 1 : 33-36 )

A  L i v i ng  Sacr i f i ce  ( 12 : 1 -2 )

Humble  Serv ice  i n  the  Body  o f  Chr i s t  ( 12 :3-8 )

Love  i n  Act ion  ( 12 :9-2 1 )

Submiss ion  to  Govern ing  Autho r i t ie s  ( 13 : 1 -7 )

Love  Fu l f i l l s  the  Law ( 13 :8- 10 )

The  Day  I s  Near  ( 13 : 1 1 - 14 )

The  Weak  and  the  S t rong  ( 14 : 1 - 15 : 13 )

Pau l  the  M in i s te r  to  the  Gent i le s  ( 15 : 14-22)

Pau l ’ s  P lan  to  V i s i t  Rome ( 15 :23-33 )

Pe r sona l  Greet ings  ( 16 : 1 -27 )
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M Y  P R A Y E R  I S  T H A T  Y O U  U N D E R S T A N D  R O M A N S
A  L I T T L E  M O R E  A N D  H A V E  E X P E R I E N C E D  A  N E W

O R  D I F F E R E N T  P A R T  O F  G O D  B E C A U S E  O F  I T .
A S  W E  E N D  O U R  S T U D Y  W E  W I L L  E N D  I N

P R A Y E R ,  A S  P A U L  D I D  M A N Y  T I M E S  T H R O U G H
T H I S  L E T T E R .  P R A Y  T H A T  T H E  L O R D  N E V E R

L E T S  Y O U  F O R G E T  H O W  A N D  W H A T  Y O U  H A V E
L E A R N E D  T H R O U G H  T H E  B O O K  O F  R O M A N S  A N D

P R A Y  F O R  T H O S E  S P E C I F I C  V E R S E S  T O  R E I G N
T R U E  I N  Y O U R  L I F E  E V E R Y  S I N G L E  D A Y .  

L o o k  o v e r  t h e  g r o u p  o f  s c r i p t u r e ( s )  t h a t  y o u  c i r c l e d .  W r i t e
d o w n  o n e  o r  t w o  k e y  v e r s e s  o f  t h o s e  p a s s a g e s .  



W H A T  V E R S E S  ( O R  V E R S E )  H A V E  S T U C K  O U T  T O
Y O U  T H E  M O S T  T H I S  W E E K ?

W H A T  D O  Y O U  F E E L  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  L E A D I N G
Y O U  T O  D O  O R  B E L I E V E  T H I S  W E E K ?
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