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W E E K  T W E N T Y - T W OW E E K  T W E N T Y - T W O
In week twenty-two, we will study

Romans 13:1-14. Paul will instruct us
further on how to operate in society,
specifically commanding us to obey
and honor government. He will also

exhort us to love one another and go
without owing anyone anything. 

S E R M O N  N O T E SS E R M O N  N O T E S
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1 Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities
resists what God has appointed, and those who

resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you

have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then
do what is good, and you will receive his

approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good.

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on

the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in
subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also
for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this

you also pay taxes, for the authorities are
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay

to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed,

respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom

honor is owed.
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8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other,
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.

9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit

adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal,
You shall not covet,” and any other commandment,

are summed up in this word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour
has come for you to wake from sleep. For

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first
believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at

hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But

put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
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R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 3 : 1 - 2
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How does what we learned in chapter 12 prepare us for what
Paul says in these verses?

How does the definitions of these words in the Greek
inform you of what Paul is saying in these verses?

“Every person” in the Greek is the word pasa psychē
encompasses all without exceptions 

“Submit” in the Greek is the word hypotassethaí mainly infers
recognizing or confirming order or placement 

“authorities” comes from the Greek word exousia which
broadly refers to possession and exercise of typically

legitimate power
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H O W  D O  Y O U  R E C O N C I L E  W H A T  P A U L  I S
C O M M A N D I N G  H E R E  A N D  T H E  T E N S I O N  O F  N O T

B L I N D L Y  F O L L O W I N G  I F  I T  C O N T R A D I C T S
G O D ’ S  W O R D ?

You may be asking, “but I am not to be ‘conformed to
this world’ why should I just obey everything the

government says?” Many people would be asking this,
many have used these verses to blindly follow or

ignored this passage to disrespect and justify their
disobedience.  There are of course many situations

where Paul disobeyed authority over them. Douglas J
Moo summarizes this in this way,  “The government
does not have absolute rights over the believer, for

government, like every human institution, is
subordinate to God himself.”



L O V E  D O E S  N O  W R O N G  T O
A  N E I G H B O R ;  T H E R E F O R E
L O V E  I S  T H E  F U L F I L L I N G

O F  T H E  L A W .
R O M A N S  1 3 : 1 0  E S V



R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 3 : 3 - 5
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How do you feel like Paul’s word relate or do not relate to
our government today? 

How could Paul say that government was good? That
government punished correctly? The government of his time and

before (Pharaoh, for example) did lots of things that seemed
outside of what God would have wanted. Beverly R Gaventa says,

“all human authority exists for God’s own purposes. That is not
to say that authorities intend to fulfill God’s purposes; nothing

Paul says about Pharaoh suggests that the Egyptian ruler
thought of himself as God’s agent or desired to obey God’s

command. In addition, nothing here stipulates that good inheres
in the authority of Pharaoh as such, either by virtue of his birth

or his actions.”

How does Gaventa’s example of Pharaoh help
you understand Paul’s words about government?
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W H A T  B E N E F I T  D O  Y O U  S E E  A S  O N L Y  S O M E
“ B E A R I N G  T H E  S W O R D ” ?  H O W  D O  Y O U  S E E  T H I S

I N  O U R  C U L T U R E  T O D A Y ?

Paul has told us in chapter 12 that only God can have
vengeance, but in these verses he almost gives

permission to the government to do so. Tim Keller says,
“God’s plan is that only some people bear the sword- we

cannot all  do it .  In summary we submit so that the
government can work. If you don’t submit, there is no

possibility for social order.”

The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But
if you are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for

they have the power to punish you. They are God’s
servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those

who do what is wrong. 
Romans 13:4 NLT



R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 3 : 6 - 7
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Around this  t ime where Paul  is  wri t ing this  let ter  there is
some evidence that  there was some sort  of  unrest  over
taxat ion.  Though we are unsure i f  Paul  knew about  this
speci f ic  issue ( reminder-  had never  been to  Rome) ,  i t  is

possible  he is  informing the church in  Rome to  not
part ic ipate .  I t  is  a lso possible  that  he is  echoing Jesus

commands,  “So give back to  Caesar  what  is  Caesar ’s ,  and
to God what  is  God’s”  In  Matthew 22 when the pharisees
ask him about  taxes.  I t  is  equal ly  as possible  that  taxes

were the most  tangible  and legi t imate example in
instruct ing the Romans.  What  we do know that  Paul  would
have understood was that  taxes were not  helping others ,
but  only  fur thering the mission of  the ru ler  in  charge,  in
this  case Jul ius  Caesar .  Taxes were used to  fur ther  his

army,  l i fe  and power .  

Why do you think Paul specifically speaks about
taxes in this passage?

Why would Paul command to fund such power? 
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H O W  D O E S  O B E Y I N G  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  “ P A Y I N G
T A X E S ”  P R A C T I C A L L Y  L O O K  L I K E  T O D A Y ?

Paul would have understood the risk of the Romans faith in
this passage and may have just been warning them to stay
out of trouble as much as possible. Respect and honor are

required to the people in authority in our lives, but that does
not mean we cannot disagree or have to bow to their every

command when it is contrary to what God has said. Beverly R
Gaventa says,  “Yet it is especially important to see what Paul
says and doesn’t say. He does not equate the authorities with
God who puts them in place,  but he locates them in God’s act

of ordering things.” In other words, government is not God
and we are not to obey it as if it  were God. Government and

the people put in authority are human, just like us. There
should be caution in making political leaders a god and

worshiping as so. We should pray for our leaders, respect
them and as best we can live at peace with everyone”

(Romans 12:18).  God has put leaders, rulers and emperors in
power and at the end of the day are responsible to God for

how they conduct themselves. 



R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 3 : 8 - 1 0
Here again, Paul turns back to love.  What does he say about

love in this context?

13

How do you see the law and love connect in your own heart?

Paul compares the law and love. Loving our neighbors- as Romans
12 speaks about- fulfills the law. You cannot love your neighbor
and murder them, steal from them, covet them, etc. It is in loving

them that helps you fulfill the commandments. Tim Keller says. “the
laws are more than simply guidelines; they are ‘love lines.’”
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H O W  D O  Y O U  A L L O W  Y O U R S E L F  T O  B E
O V E R F L O W N  W I T H  T H E  L O V E  O F  C H R I S T  T O

B E  A B L E  T O  L O V E  O T H E R S ?

Don’t run up debts, except for the huge debt of love you owe
each other. When you love others, you complete what the law

has been after al l  along. The law code—don’t s leep with
another person’s spouse, don’t take someone’s l ife, don’t take

what isn’t yours,  don’t always be wanting what you don’t
have, and any other “don’t” you can think of—final ly adds up

to this:  Love other people as well  as you do yourself.  You
can’t go wrong when you love others. When you add up

everything in the law code, the sum total.
  

Romans   13 :  8 - 10   The Message  

This kind of  love is impossible in our human bodies.  No
matter how much any of  us try we cannot love people so
genuinely that these commandments are fulf i l led.  This is
why Christ  came, so that he could fulf i l l  the law. I t  is only
God’s love that must overf low in us that we can love our

neighbor as God does.  



R E A D :  R O M A N S  1 3 : 1 1 - 1 3
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I  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l o v e  h o w  t h e  N L T  t r a n s l a t e s  t h e s e
v e r s e s .  R e a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  v e r s e s  b e l o w  a n d  w r i t e  a

r e s p o n s e  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e .

1 1  T h i s  i s  a l l  t h e  m o r e  u r g e n t ,  f o r  y o u  k n o w  h o w  l a t e
i t  i s ;  t i m e  i s  r u n n i n g  o u t .  W a k e  u p ,  f o r  o u r  s a l v a t i o n

i s  n e a r e r  n o w  t h a n  w h e n  w e  f i r s t  b e l i e v e d .  1 2  T h e
n i g h t  i s  a l m o s t  g o n e ;  t h e  d a y  o f  s a l v a t i o n  w i l l  s o o n

b e  h e r e .  S o  r e m o v e  y o u r  d a r k  d e e d s  l i k e  d i r t y
c l o t h e s ,  a n d  p u t  o n  t h e  s h i n i n g  a r m o r  o f  r i g h t

l i v i n g .  1 3  B e c a u s e  w e  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  d a y ,  w e  m u s t
l i v e  d e c e n t  l i v e s  f o r  a l l  t o  s e e .  D o n ’ t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n

t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  w i l d  p a r t i e s  a n d  d r u n k e n n e s s ,  o r  i n
s e x u a l  p r o m i s c u i t y  a n d  i m m o r a l  l i v i n g ,  o r  i n

q u a r r e l i n g  a n d  j e a l o u s y .  1 4  I n s t e a d ,  c l o t h e  y o u r s e l f
w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  A n d

d o n ’ t  l e t  y o u r s e l f  t h i n k  a b o u t  w a y s  t o  i n d u l g e  y o u r
e v i l  d e s i r e s .

What  does  i t  mean  to  “pu t  on  the  Lo rd  Jesus  Chr i s t ”?  
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H O W  D O E S  P A U L ’ S  C O M M A N D ,  “ C L O T H E
Y O U R S E L F  W I T H  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F  T H E  L O R D

J E S U S  C H R I S T ”  I M P A C T  H O W  Y O U  A C T  A N D
H O W  O T H E R S  S E E  Y O U ?

Paul is not saying that the t ime of Jesus’  return is coming
“soon” as in,  in the next few weeks or days,  but is tel l ing

the Romans to be ready and that someday Jesus wil l  return.
He says to “put on” or “clothe” yourself  with Jesus.  In other

words,  dress for success.  Similarly when you dress a
certain way it  can impact your att i tude or demeanor.  I f  we

put on the armor of  God, we wil l  be more prepared to
whether the weight of  this world.  



W H A T  V E R S E S  ( O R  V E R S E )  H A V E  S T U C K  O U T  T O
Y O U  T H E  M O S T  T H I S  W E E K ?

W H A T  D O  Y O U  F E E L  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T  L E A D I N G
Y O U  T O  D O  O R  B E L I E V E  T H I S  W E E K ?
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