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We proclaim as the scripture declares in our church epistles; “Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ”! We give thanks to God our Father, by Christ Jesus our Lord for this dispensation of His 
grace in which we live under His official proclamation of “grace and peace” as opposed to a time of wrath!     
We still hear of testimonies of people getting saved and coming to the knowledge of the truth. Just recently I shared 
the gospel with a young man in Zambia whose name is John. When I asked him if he was saved, he said he thought so. 
I asked what he trusted in to know that he was saved, and his answer was that he was baptized.  I shared with him the 
gospel very simply and gave him a tract to read while I was busy in the foreign exchange office. After about 15 minutes 
when finished, I walked out and was greeted with a big smile. He told me that the baptism he trusted could not save 
him, but that he just learned it was Christ’s death and resurrection in his place that saved him. After talking with him 
on my way back to the departure gate, he indicated he believes he is now saved. Since 
that time, I have regular chats with him on WhatsApp and he is learning simple truths 
at a steady pace.  
  

This has been a busy year for us. We started off with the Florida Regional Grace 
Conference in January. In February we were in Kenya, at the end of March Zjaan was at 
the Women’s Fellowship Conference in Orlando (Fellowship Bible Church), in April at 
the Chicago STS meeting, and in May we were in Zambia and South Africa. As we get 
older there seems to be less hours in the day and more work that needs our attention.  
 

Our last trip to Kenya was February 2020 when 
Matthew Hawley and I returned a week or so 
before the “pandemic” travel ban started. When 
we were there, we were asked, especially by the 
women, to bring our wives the next time. 
On Friday, February 10th, Matthew, April, Zjaan 
and I departed for Kenya, and we arrived (18 
hours) without any travel issues on Saturday the 
11th. We picked up a rental car in Nairobi and 
travelled to Embu County, about three hours 
away, after which we settled in at our Hotel after Simon welcomed us.  
Our first full day in Kenya was spent at Simon’s group in Mufu for Sunday meetings, where 
Matthew and I taught.   
Zjaan and April 

taught the children. We had a wonderful 
time with lunch provided at the church. I 
have known many of the saints in this church 
for many years and have seen growth in their 
understanding of the scriptures. One of the 
faithful is Geofrey, who preaches Christ daily 
at the markets. Also attending was Peter 
Karanga, who was Simon’s first convert to 
right division.  He has an active ministry in 
Karurumo.  

Reaching Africa by Teaching Faithful Men & Women 
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

1  C o r i n t h i a n s  1 2 : 3 1   
… and yet shew I unto you  

a more  exce l lent way .  
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As   cold   waters  
to  a  thirsty  soul,  
so  is  good   news  
from a far country.  

Simons family   



 

From Monday, February 13th through Friday, February 17th, a 
conference was arranged for the faithful men and women who labour together with us in Chuka, Kenya. They also 
invited some folks to whom they have been teaching God’s word rightly divided and were new to the message. I spent 
the week teaching the overview and the dispensations of the scriptures and Matthew the place of the local church and 
its order.  On Thursday, Brother Matthew and I spent time with the men, focusing on the importance of their role in 
the local church.  At that time, Zjaan and April taught and shared testimonies with the women. Gifts and cards made 
by the women of our local churches were given to the ladies, which was received with much appreciation. Both April 
and Zjaan’s presence was greatly appreciated and had a great impact on the ministry in Kenya. Zjaan has regular 
communication with the leading women in Kenya such as Caroline, Ann, Mercy, Judith, Joyce, and some others.   
The conference was attended by approximately 60 saints and the truth was well received. Graceway (with your 
support) financed this meeting along with the transport, accommodation, and meals. We also took two suitcases filled 
with tracts, Sunday School materials to be distributed and bought 200 Bibles for distribution to various ministries.  
We had visitors from other regions in Kenya and from as far as Uganda. A group of four saints (financially helped by 
independent support from the USA) attended.  
One of the outstanding results from the conference was a brother from 
Uganda by the name of Moses. He was shared some truth by brother 
Neheshon (Meru County Kenya), who visited Uganda. When Moses heard 
of the conference he planned on attending. Moses spent a week prior to 
the conference with brother Simon, who instructed him in the word of 
truth.  At the conference Moses had many questions. We sent him home 
to Uganda with a suitcase of Bibles, tracts, and a chart. The next day, after 
his arrival home, Moses shared what he had learned with two Pentecostal 
pastors.  I believe one of them got saved. Brother Moses will have a 
seminar for Pentecostal preachers on July 24th through 29th with pastor 
Simon teaching the word of God rightly divided. 
There were also three young men from Meru County that was a great encouragement to both Matthew and me. While 
preaching, their reaction to truth as we preached was precious. After every teaching session we knew there were going 
to be many questions and discussions from them. Their names are James, Elijah, and Elijah who were brought to the 
conference by Neheshon. They were instructed by their denominational pastor not to attend the conference. They 
were very excited about what they learned and took notes.  I recall a specific moment while teaching about the different 



Gospels pointing out that Luke 9:6 did not include the death, burial and 
resurrection, showing the apostles’ response in Luke 18:31-34.  As the 
penny dropped the reaction of the two Elijah’s was great!  
 

Several attending the conference had not heard much of what we 
taught and were challenged by the truth. Every day we were 
bombarded with questions.  There were even a few who thought they 
could lose their salvation. Throughout the week we used our teaching 
time to address these issues.   
 

We have heard many good reports about our time at the conference. This conference was mainly for the saints with 
whom we work and are connected. It was aimed to build them up as they go to their regions and teach others who 
have not heard the truth.   
 

We observed that the Prosperity, Charismatic and Pentecostal movements have made 
deep inroads into these poor areas. Many have little understanding and are very 
confused about the truth of God’s word. We have seen great success in the work 
there, where the faithful men and women such as Simon, Festus, Titus, Ann, Judith, 
Neheshon, James, Joyce, Geofrey, Kevin, Joel, etc. have taught the truth of God’s 
word.   
We are so thankful to be part of a 2 Timothy 2:2 ministry and seeing it function as the 

word of God effectually works in the lives of the believers. When I started this work in 2000, it was basically Simon 
(with a couple of men) I went to see.  Over the years have shared and taught the things I have learned from faithful 
men. We now have an active, living ministry as many churches have been established. We see men and women going 
out, teaching from home to home, publicly, and in churches, God’s word of truth.  
   

On Saturday, February 18th, we had a rest day and spent a couple of hours at a local outdoor recreational area, which 
is used for team building and camps.  

Sunday, February 19th, we travelled to Karumbari to Festus’ 
local church. We taught there (each two sessions) and enjoyed 
the hospitality of the saints, who treated us very well (as we 
were everywhere we went). We saw firsthand the building we 
helped finance, which is being used for church and GSB classes.  
On Monday, February 20th, we met with brothers Simon, 
Festus, and Titus to have a post conference meeting and to talk 
about the work forward. We also went to look at a couple of 
facilities to consider as a central place for training and 

administration of the work in Kenya.  None of these facilities were suitable.  
On Tuesday February 21st we travelled to Itugururu to one of 
the four churches brother Titus started. After receiving the 
truth between 2015 and 2016 Titus was instrumental in training 
other faithful men, who started four churches, including his 
own, in four different areas. We were also invited to Titus’ 
humble home for coffee. We spent the day teaching and Q&A. 
At the end of the day, the pastor’s wife wanted to give us a 
chicken to take home for a meal. We kindly declined and asked 

her to share this with 
the Saints. We need to 
understand that the folks there do not eat much meat. It is considered a special 
occasion when they do. Simon said he only eats meat maybe once a month. The 
gesture was greatly appreciated.  
Many of the saints who receive Bibles have poor eyesight and find it difficult to 
read the small font size. A brother from Matt’s church gifted a bagful (50+) of 
various strength reading glasses, which we distributed to the best of our ability. 
I can affirm that it profited many who received a pair.  

Itugururu group  

Festus group in Karumbari  

Geofrey – Opiyo – Emma – Jane   

New reading glasses  



On Thursday February 23 we started 
making our way back home and arrived 
late on the 25th. We are thankful for a great 
visit and edification we received from all 
the Saints in Kenya. Philippians 1:3-6 
always comes to mind! 
 
Note from Simon: 
Dear Beloved Brother Des 
The ministry in Kenya is doing well, the Saints are excited and motivated to do the work of the ministry. Ephesians 
4:12to preach, teach the grace of God, in open air places, using the Charts, street corners in Towns, and in their 
Churches which is very encouraging., They are being rooted, edified, and built up as they follow the edification 
process in Christ., They are now studying and teaching other faithful men and women of grace, Praise the Lord!!! 
We are gland that many have enrolled to G.S.B and have started the introduction part ~~ Know your Bible Course~~, 
they are excited to study the word of God, new groups and centers are studying the word of Grace. Thank you for the 
Study Materials. 
The process of edification is working in the lives of students and soon each will have a class to teach. 
Great men of God   humbly and boldly serve the Lord with enthusiasm of heart and joyfully proclaim the grace 
message, Titus Muthengi, of Itugururu, James Mutwiri from Chuka Town, Peter Karanja, Henry Murithi, Jeremiah 
Murithi Joel Nthiga, Elvis, Moses, etc.  
The women Ministry is growing in truth and Knowledge, we are glad to have women who will be able to teach other 
women as the ministry grows. 
We had a blessed Pastors and their wives ministry this week, we encouraged them from the word of God and were all 
edified to be a part of this wonderful message committed to Apostle Paul, 2 Timothy 2:2, they all sent their greetings 
to you and all yours. 
Brother Moses from Uganda is doing a great work in the Lord. He has a Conference in July as you know. Our Prayers 
is that we will use the opportunity to make known the Mystery of the gospel to the faithful Men in Uganda, We 
PRAY that they will have a heart and desire to study with G.S.B. and be edified, the entrance of thy word giveth 
Light Psalms 119:130 
We would love to carry few books Know your Bible Course even KJV Bibles 
My Family is well, apart from my aged Dad. We are serving the Lord in our ministry and working to provide for the 
family and our Children who are in School. 
Continue to Pray for us as we seek Gods wisdom from His word and as we wisely redeem the time by proclaiming the 
Grace message. We highly appreciate your Prayers, support, Gifts, and your inputs for this important ministry of 
the Lord, and the proclamation of the Mystery. 
Greetings to you and all yours, In Christ, Ephesians 3NINE 
SIMON  
Note from Festus: 
Hi brother Des, Gift well received and thank you. It warms our hearts to receive greetings from places we have never 
been like from Zambia. This clearly proves that the BOC truly cuts across nations and is growing. The saints here 
are good and thank God. Busy, indeed very busy establishing the saints. It is worth mentioning that the edification 
process continue to claim grounds every day. Greetings to the saints. G&P. 

Philippians 1:3-6 (KJV) I thank my God upon every remembrance 
of you, Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request 
with joy, For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 
Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

James – Elijah - Elijah  Moses teaching in Uganda  Moses & Neheshon  



We initially were going to Zambia in February 2023 but due to logistics, etc., we decided to go 
in May. We arrived in Zambia on May 9th and departed May 15th. This was my first time back in 
Zambia after 20 years working with a new contact since 2019.  Brother Russel Sheppard and his 
wife Jeanine met up with us in Johannesburg, South Africa from where Russel, Jeanine and I 
flew to Lusaka, Zambia. For the week we were in Zambia, Zjaan flew down to Gqeberha 
(formally Port Elizabeth) South Africa to spend time with her dad and family. Our parents are 
getting on in years and are not in great health. 
As we indicated in the previous newsletter, this visit was to 
encourage the Saints and see where they are in their 
understanding. We were met by brother Charles at the airport 
and went to our lodging for the next week. Brother Charles 

arranged for us to rent and stay at the Baptist Missions of Zambia accommodation. We 
were very comfortable there and prepared our own breakfast and evening meals.  
As usual we had transport issues with cars not working, however were able to rent a 
car from Alan Banda (brother of Charles) for the time spent there. We drove ourselves every day to and from the venue 
about 45 minutes away. We did manage to get lost in lots of traffic on the first day driving, but eventually figured it 
out. 
Brother Charles has hosted a GSB student class since 2020. Due to Covid restrictions as indicated to me, they only 
managed to go through some of the Fundamentals of Bible Study classes.  

We arranged a leaders and student seminar from May 10th to the 14th. 
Brother Russell and I taught all the sessions (each two a day) and had time for 
Q&A every day.  

• I focused on the overview of the scriptures with Times Past, But Now 
and the Ages to Come, Paul’s Epistles and the design for edification and 
Identity in Christ, and the order of the local church.  

• Brother Russel taught God’s establishment with the base of Paul’s 
writing to the Romans to the end they be established.  

• Both my messages and Russel’s complimented one another very well.  
The time spent there was productive as all the messages were well received, and 
many challenged on their understanding. Although this conference was for the 
students and leaders, Charles invited pastors from other denominational churches 
who were new to the message of Grace. Some from Charles’ group having gone 
through some of the Fundamentals of Bible Study classes had an idea of the 
studies. But others were still very limited in their understanding. 
They were mostly Pentecostal and the teaching on sign gifts along with Women in 
Leadership roles was a hot topic. 

• One lady attending who was the Pastor of her own church and ministry took offense after we taught men must 
be the overseers of the local church.  

• We had much discussion on this, but after I read some scriptures out of Timothy and Titus, they (few women) 
were faced with to either believe or not to believe the Bible to which they stopped the debate. 

We received lots of questions regarding the messages, especially from the few who we perceived to be more faithful. 
 

Jeanine really enjoyed her time there and was fitting in well with the women and the children. It was a joy having Russel 
and Jeanine there as I saw their sincere desire to help establish the work in Africa. 

Charles gave a good testimony of himself as a former Pentecostal 
preacher.  

• He said he laid hands on many, but no one ever was healed… 

• He testified how that the message of Grace showed him how 
to rightly divide the scriptures and to stop deceiving people.  

• Charles is getting to understand the truth but needs much 
encouragement to study. 
The church is at his local school building which is supported by a 
lady in Australia and some parents giving. They focus on 

May 2023 

Zambia  

 

Charles & Florence  

Brother Russell teaching the Word.  

Jeanine giving her testimony. 



underprivileged children. It is called “New Start Christian Academy” and they are partnering with “Global Development 
Group” (Australian DFAT).  
I am not sure where this ministry will go, but pray for patience and endurance as I teach 
Charles and his group, along with some of the men who he have been introduced to the basic 
material of Know Your Bible Course and the Fundamentals of Bible Study. 

• There is much Pentecostal thinking and baggage, but we all have had some baggage 
that we had to unpack and take off as the word and doctrine worked in us.  

 

Attending this conference was Benson and Sibonokuhle Sibanda. They are Zimbabweans 
who are very promising, and Benson seems excited about the message of grace. He seems 
to be getting a very good grasp on the doctrine more than his wife Sibo, who has been 
influenced by Pentecostalism. Sibo did say she learned much and has lots to consider. Benson is working currently in 
Zambia but plans to go back and start a ministry in Zimbabwe! 
Names that stood out as genuine: 

• Gideon – a member of Charles’ church who seemed stable in 
his understanding. 

• Jeremiah and Julius – although Pentecostal pastors, they are 
very excited about learning new truths from the Bible.  

• Mukwemba – he was only there for two days but asked the 
right questions and seems to have a desire for the truth. 

• Pythias – a teacher at the secular school that Charles has. 
However, sadly, this was the first time he heard this teaching. He had many questions and still has many more. 
I heard from him several times after our visit. He was also asking for the notes of my messages. 

 

One of the high points of our time in Zambia was meeting Goldben.  Although we only got 
to meet him on Sunday, he was a great encouragement as he clearly understands the 
message of grace. As I was teaching, he was completing scriptures when I quoted them. I 
received his contact details a couple of years ago through Lauren Vice (But Now Ministries 
in South Africa). But Now, with others, did a great job of getting Goldben established.  
We also met one of Goldben’s “firstfruits”, David, a young man very excited about what 
he has learned. We met on the way to the airport for breakfast. From the time spent with 
Goldben and David it was very clear that they had grasped the message. They are not 
trying to replicate what they came out of but are purely focused on edification and 
studying the scriptures. Goldben has access to a local radio station where he gets to teach 
the scriptures. We are in the process of helping him to buy more radio time to share the 
truth of God’s word rightly divided. 
We recently sent Charles and Goldben funds to buy KJV Bibles for distributing among 
those they are ministering to. 

 
Following our time in Zambia I went to meet Zjaan and spend some time with my family 
for a week before returning to home in Florida. While there we met with But Now 
Ministries (Paul and his sister Lauren Vice) and as always had a great time talking about 
the scriptures and the work of ministry. We also visited Grace Church (Aydn Wilson) and 
had the privilege to preach in the church. As always, we were warmly welcomed by both 
groups and edified by both.  
While visiting with my parents my mom became seriously ill and was administered to the 
hospital, scheduled for gallbladder surgery. However, pre-surgery checkup indicated she 
has an enlarged heart chamber and arrhythmia, ending up in the Cardiac Care Unit.  It 
was hard to leave while she was in the CCU as we had to return home to our ministry 
here. Although she was very ill, we are thankful the infection of the gallbladder settled, 
and her heart rhythm was reset by shocking her heart.  
It was also good to see the rest of our families even though for a brief time.  
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South Africa  

 

Charles – Goldben - David  



 

Joyce & Daniel  

Festus & Sarah  

Jeanine loved the children (cookies)  

Jeremiah and Russell  

Russell – David – Des – Jeanine – Charles - Goldben  

April – Happier - Zjaan  

Zjaan – Caroline - April  

With Simon and our gifted hats  

Sibo  



 
 
Where is your financial support used?  

• Monthly stipend to Simon, Titus, and Festus to help them with travel and to take care of their families as they 
faithfully teach the word at many locations.  

• Smaller monthly financial gifts to the other faithful men and women mentioned in this newsletter.  

• Funds for the motorcycles, building supplies, etc.  

• King James Bibles and tracts etc., With the help of tracts provided for us in PDF and Word format, we are in the 
process to print them in Kenya and distribute them as needed.  This cuts costs and delivery time delays.  

• Printers and printing materials for class notes used by the teachers in various venues. We do this for Kenya and 
Zambia. Printing the lessons and giving them out in a folder is cheaper than sending printed material from here. 

• Traveling and other costs incurred to do this work. 
 
 

Please continue to pray for us to use wisdom and prudence in  
dealing with the work in Africa.  
With all the positive reports there are also negative reports that we 
learn about and witness. Some of the Saints are not always honest 
with us. They tell us what we would like to hear but also co-labour 
with other ministries that teach contrary doctrines. These do it for 
financial gain. It takes patience, forbearance, and time to work through these issues as they come to light, and we pray 
to deal with them with wisdom and prudence in grace.  
 
All support is payable to “Graceway Bible Church” marked “Missions” using the address on the newsletter heading. 
We hope to add an electronic support soon. 
 
Thanking God our Father by Jesus Christ our Lord for you.  
Grace, Mercy, and Peace  
Des & Zjaan Strydom 
 
 
 

Reaching Africa by Teaching Faithful Men & Women 
2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

2 Corinthians 4:2 But have renounced the 
hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in 
craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth 
commending ourselves to every man's 
conscience in the sight of God. 

1 Thessalonians 1:2 We give thanks to 
God always for you all, making mention of 

you in our prayers; 

Geofrey and Siabere  

Titus and Mercy  

James from Chuka  

Peter Karanja   

April – Zjaan – Hilda (teaching the women)  


