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As October approaches, Trinity United Methodist Church turns its 
heart toward two cherished Sundays that invite us to reflect deeply 
on our faith. Amid the vibrant colors of autumn leaves and the gentle 
chill of the season, we come together to celebrate World Communion 

Sunday and Laity Sunday—two moments that encourage us to consider our place 
within the expansive family of Christ and our collective mission in God’s service.    

World Communion Sunday, observed on October 5, offers us the opportunity to  
celebrate both our unity and our diversity as worshippers together in the universal 
Christian community. On October 19, we will observe Laity Sunday, a time 
set aside to reflect upon the ministries and works of lay persons in the church 
community.                               

Continue reading to learn more about these special Sundays in the month of 
October. We hope you'll make plans to join us!                                                                                                                                      

Special Sundays in the 
Month of October
By Rev. Dr. Matthew M. Williams, Senior Pastor

Tidings



Tidings 2

World Communion Sunday—October 5, 2025
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m.

On the first Sunday of October, we join hands with Christians from around the world in the sacred act of Holy Communion. 
Known as World Communion Sunday, this observance dates back to 1933 when the Rev. Hugh Thomson Kerr, a Presbyterian 
pastor in Pittsburgh, envisioned a day to unite believers during the challenging days of the Great Depression.

In the 1940s, as the world emerged from the shadows of war, this observance spread across denominations, including our own 
United Methodist tradition. It serves as a powerful symbol of hope and unity, reminding us that the church transcends our 
immediate sanctuary and extends to every corner of the globe, embracing all who call upon the name of Christ.

As we gather at the Lord’s Table, we remember our connection with brothers and sisters in faraway places—whether in grand 
cathedrals or simple gatherings under the open sky. The bread we break and the cup we share weave us into the living tapestry of 
Christ’s body, diverse yet united in grace. This act of communion offers a preview of the heavenly banquet, where God’s boundless 
love welcomes everyone.

The Apostle Paul powerfully expresses this unity in 1 Corinthians 10:16-17: 

“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ? For we, being many, are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers 
of that one bread.” 

These words encourage us to look beyond our walls, to pray for those who worship amid hardship, and to renew our 
commitment to the peace and justice that Christ proclaimed.

Laity Sunday—October 19, 2025
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m.

On the third Sunday of October, we celebrate Laity Sunday—an occasion dedicated to honoring the vital contributions of those 
who, while not ordained, are called to carry forth the work of Christ. This observance has its roots in the Methodist movement 
of the 18th century, when John Wesley, inspired by the Spirit, empowered ordinary men and women to take on leadership roles 
within the burgeoning societies of England. In the midst of the Industrial Revolution, Wesley’s vision encouraged laypeople to 
preach, teach, and care for one another, ensuring that the gospel reached hearts everywhere. Today, formalized in our United 
Methodist tradition, Laity Sunday continues to affirm that every believer is called to ministry, bearing gifts that enrich the church’s 
mission.

Special Sundays, continued



Seeds of Gratitude
By Michael Bryan, 2026 Stewardship Campaign Co-Chair

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, Donna and I would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude for the generous response to our Stewardship efforts thus far. We 
are all very blessed to be a part of the ministry at Trinity.  

Commitment Sunday was September 28, 2025. However, it's not too late to 
pledge! If you have not had the chance to do so already, please drop your pledge 
card in the offering plate, take it to the church office, or mail it to Trinity. You 
can also use our convenient online pledge card, which can be accessed at tumc.
org/giving or by scanning the QR code here (right). 

We are so grateful to work alongside you to plant seeds for faith, fellowship, friendship, and the 
future at our beloved Trinity United Methodist Church.

At Trinity, we are grateful to hear from our Lay Leader, Kathy Drake, who will 
share a heartfelt message rooted in faith. Other members of our congregation 
will participate in leading worship, offering their voices, prayers, and talents as 
a testament to the Spirit’s work among us. This day joyfully reminds us that the 
church thrives not only through its clergy but through the collective commitment 
of all who love the Lord.

Laity Sunday invites us to reflect on the truth that the strength of the church lies 
in the hands and hearts of its people. In a world that often encourages isolation, 
this day calls us back to the biblical vision of a body in which every member has 
a purpose. As Paul writes in Romans 12:4-5: “For as we have many members in 
one body, and all members have not the same office: so we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” 

This vision has sustained the church through centuries, from early Methodist revivals to modern movements for justice, where 
laypeople have embodied the hands and feet of Christ. Let us take a moment to give thanks for the countless ways our congregation 
serves and recommit ourselves to live out our calling with courage and love.

Though distinct, World Communion Sunday and Laity Sunday weave together a single thread of truth: we are one in Christ, 
and all are called to serve. World Communion Sunday lifts our eyes to the global fellowship of believers united in a sacred meal. 
At the same time, Laity Sunday directs our attention to the gifts within our own pews, where every disciple is essential to God’s 
work. Together, they remind us that the mission of the church belongs to all of us—clergy and laity, near and far. 

Trinity UMC Lay Leader Kathy Drake, 
with husband Dan Drake

Memorials and Honorariums
and Honorariums
September 2025

In memory of Peggy Bachnik from Mason Harris
In memory of Calynne Andrews Hill from Elizabeth Proctor
In honor of Stephen Shiver Jr. family from Gail Melton

Tidings 3 



Tidings 4

We invite you to join us every Tuesday at 7:00 a.m. in Moor Hall for 
a special gathering at our church—the Trinity Men’s Daybreak 
Breakfast. This weekly event brings together 15 to 20 men 
from our community for a time of delicious food, camaraderie, 

engaging discussions, and shared prayer.

As the sun rises and the aroma of freshly brewed coffee fills the air, we come together 
to nourish not only our bodies but also our spirits. The breakfast spread is always a 
hearty and delectable one  prepared with love and care by our very own Culinary 
Director, Betsy Gingery. But more than the food, it is the fellowship and sense of 
community that makes this gathering truly special.

Over the past few weeks, we have been journeying through Jim Harnish’s poignant book, "Strength for the Broken Places." Led 
by Reverend Dr. Williams and Reverend Curry, together we have delved into each chapter, sharing our insights, struggles, and 
victories as we explore the themes of resilience, hope, and healing. It has been a transformative experience for many of us, a 
journey that has deepened our faith and strengthened our bonds with one another.

As we prepare to conclude our discussions on "Strength for the Broken Places," we look forward to embarking on a new book, 
a new journey, a new opportunity to grow and learn in the company of like-minded men who share a common desire to seek 
wisdom and deepen their faith.

So, if you are looking for a meaningful way to start your day, we welcome you to join us at the Trinity Men’s Daybreak Breakfast. 
Whether you have been a regular attendee or are considering joining us for the first time, know that you will be met with warm 
smiles, open hearts, and a place at the table. Together, let us nourish our bodies, minds, and souls as we journey together towards 
greater understanding, compassion, and spiritual growth.

We look forward to seeing you there! If you have any questions contact Reverend Curry at waynecurry@tumct.org. 

Trinity Men’s Daybreak Breakfast: 
A Nourishing Start to Your Day
By Rev. E. Wayne Curry, Minister of Pastoral Care

Hey, Friend! Are you looking for a way to deepen your walk with Jesus 
while also growing closer with other women?! Well, then look no 
further! Our Women’s Bible Study began meeting last fall and is a place 
for all women to grow in Christ’s love together. 

We meet on Mondays at 9:30 a.m. in the library for conversations and encouragement 
as we delve into the Word of God. This fall we are studying A Disciple’s Path by James 
A Harnish. This study provides an opportunity to closely examine what we believe as 
United Methodists as well as how to share our faith with others.

No registration is required. Come join us if you're able at 9:30 on Monday mornings. The library is located on the first floor, adja-
cent to the Welcome Center. If you have any questions, contact Candace Duclos at cduclos@tumct.org.

Women's Bible Study
By Candace Duclos, Senior Director of Christian Education

Georgia Jordan, Teresa Sweeney, Kathryn 
Tindale, Paula Smith, Lisa Hight, and Candace 
Duclos (not pictured: Sheryl Hamm and Beverly 
Burleson)

Men's Daybreak attendees in Moor Hall

mailto:waynecurry%40tumct.org?subject=
mailto:cduclos%40tumct.org?subject=


Trinity Enters Into Agreement With 
FSU College of Music
By Dr. Iain Quinn, Professor of Organ and Coordinator of Sacred Music at Florida State University

Trinity has recently entered into a new agreement with the FSU 
College of Music related to the use of the Casavant organ for 
ongoing lessons and recitals. This is an important milestone 
in the relationship between the two institutions which share 

many ties. In recent years the organ at Trinity has been an important 
part of the pedagogical experience for students as well as an instrument 
of considerable significance for performances in the region with guest 
recitalists most recently including Professor Emeritus James Kibbie of the 
University of Michigan. The recent agreement also reaffirms a commitment 
to the field of sacred music and to the education of future generations of 
musicians working in ministry. 

The Casavant organ at Trinity holds a unique place in the community and region for organists because of its design. It is large 
enough to be eclectic and enable the performance of repertoire from the sixteenth century to the present day, as well as being 
of special importance for the performance of repertoire from nineteenth and twentieth century France. The tonal constituency 
of an organ has potential influences not only from different national organ building traditions from across Europe but also 
different centuries. As such, an organ designed along the lines of an instrument in seventeenth century Italy is very different to 
one built at the same time in England or Germany. As a consequence, students have to be familiar with the different styles of 
instruments from both different time periods and countries, most especially from the seventeenth century onwards. 

The organ at Trinity is especially suited to the music of the French masters such as César Franck (1822-1890) and Olivier 
Messiaen (1908-1922). It is also an excellent instrument for the performance of more contemporary works. A few years ago, 
Professor Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, a member of the College of Music faculty and a recipient of the Pulitzer Prize for composition, 
visited Trinity to hear one of the organ students perform her sole organ work. Students in organ, composition, and music theory 
attended this performance which was followed by a discussion with Professor Zwilich on the performance practice of the piece.

The impact of the organ in communities is considerable and, in professional terms, it is often the instrument most often 
encountered in performances by the larger public because of weekly liturgies. As a consequence, the role of sacred music has 
often been central to the larger reception of classical music more broadly. In towns and cities across the country the great works 
of the canon, most especially the works of J. S. Bach, are heard every week. As we educate the next generation of musicians, 
the role that Trinity plays will continue to be important and indeed far-reaching. A recent doctoral graduate, Ariana Corbin, 
completed several of her degree recitals at Trinity. She is presently the Organ Scholar at Washington National Cathedral. In this 
role she was one of the organists for the state funeral of President Carter.

The collaboration with Trinity is significant not only for the pedagogical and performance aspects but also for the many personal 
connections that are shared between the two institutions. Charlie and Persis Rockwood were strong supporters of the organ 
program at FSU and contributed a $2.2M gift to the college for a new concert instrument that is currently under construction. 
Charlie often spoke about his appreciation for the Casavant organ and Trinity, and it is a wonderful memory to return and teach 
at Trinity knowing how much both institutions meant to a wonderful couple. As both institutions continue in their work within 
the community, this new agreement signifies not only collaboration but a thoughtful and meaningful approach to a shared 
vision for education and excellence.

Dr. Iain Quinn is an award-winning organist, composer, and cultural historian with over one 
hundred publications across multiple disciplines. He is Professor of Organ and Coordinator of 
Sacred Music at Florida State University, Research Fellow in the Arts and Humanities, and 
Director of the annual Festival of the Creative Arts in the Office of the Vice President for 
Research. He is an Honorary Research Fellow of the Royal Academy of Music.

Trinity's Casavant organ

Dr. Iain Quinn
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Capital Area Justice Ministry 
Heads into a New Season 
By Rachael Diaz, Trinity UMC CAJM Team Leader 

If you have been around Trinity a while, you may have heard the 
acronym "CAJM" spoken a few times. CAJM stands for Capital 
Area Justice Ministry, a group of 22 interfaith congregations that are 
working together to answer the call of Micah 6:8 to do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with God. We are people called to do jus-
tice, but what exactly is this justice we are talking about? 

Justice is a complex topic, but in simple terms, we actively seek to ensure that all people are treated as God’s beloved people 
by calling on those who have power to make changes to reduce injustice at its source. As the theologian Desmond Tutu states, 
“There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out of the river. We need to go upstream and find out why they're 
falling in.” This is what CAJM seeks to do, and it starts with listening to all of our stories. 

As we enter a new season of listening, the CAJM organization is 
also entering a new season. When the organization was formed, 
member congregations, including Trinity, chose to affiliate with 
a national network of community advocacy groups known as 
DART (Direct Action and Research Training Center). DART 
provides training and consultation on pursuing justice at the local 
level. The DART model is rigid in its structure and its processes. 
This model has proven effective in other communities, but in 
the four years that CAJM has been active, we have learned that 
one model doesn’t always work for all. In light of this revelation, 
CAJM has decided to part ways with DART after finding success 
through focusing on authentic relationships and conversations. 
This upcoming season is an opportunity for the organization 
to determine what method of advocacy works best for our 
community and our people, and lean into it. CAJM leadership 
will continue to seek training on community organizing from 
other organizations. 

Whether you are new to justice work or have been in this work a long time, you 
are invited to join us for the Curious about CAJM lunch and house meetings on 
October 5, 2025 in Moor Hall. House meetings are a time of building relationship 
and sharing our personal concerns about our beloved Tallahassee community. We 
will have house meetings at 10:45 a.m., lunch at 12:00 p.m., and additional house 
meetings at 1:00 p.m. During lunch, we will share a meal, hear updates from CAJM 
leaders, and have time for questions. 

Your presence matters. Your stories matter. Come and see. 

From left, Rev. Bob Gibbs, Kathy Drake, Rev. Barbara Hynes, Gloria 
Colvin, Betsy Staudt Willet, Daniel Diaz, Rachael Diaz, Kathi Tillman, 
and Diane Fogarty

Trinity United Methodist Church joins with other faith communities in our area to form the larger 
network known as Capitol Area Justice Ministry (CAJM). CAJM "is a diverse coalition of religious 
congregations and partners across the Tallahassee and surrounding area." Many congregations work 
cooperatively to answer the scriptural call to "'Do Justice.''' To learn more about the CAJM network 
and/or to sign up to receive their newsletter, visit their website at capitalareajustice.org. 

http://capitalareajustice.org


Story Fest at Trinity UMC: A Fun, 
Family-Filled Celebration of Books
By Candace Duclos, Senior Director of Christian Education, and Susan Koehler, Director of Communications

Books, books, and more books! That's the theme 
of our first-ever Story Fest at Trinity United 
Methodist Church. We want parents and children 
to gather with us in a celebration of stories.

On Friday, October 24, families are invited to join us in the 
Underground from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. There will be games, 
storytelling, read-alouds, snacks—and best of all—a book 
swap! That's right, we want you to bring a gently used book to 
share in the swap. That means you'll go home with a new-to-
you book that your family can enjoy.

Of course, reading is not just for children. It's important that 
kids see their favorite role models reading. Parents, you can 
participate in a grown-up book swap by bringing a gently used 
book that you have enjoyed. That way, both kids and parents 
can go home excited about reading.

Here's what you can expect at the Story Fest:

6:00-6:25 - Food, game stations, and information
6:25-6:45 - Storytelling and Read-Aloud
6:45-7:00 - Wrap-up and Book Swap

We're asking that you please sign up for this event so we know 
how many people to expect. Sign up on the app or website, or 
simply scan the QR code on the tree on the right.  

The Caroline Hart Memorial 
Children's Library
By Susan Koehler, Director of Communications

Did you know that Trinity UMC has a library collection specially dedicated to children's 
books? This collection resides in the church library on the first floor, adjacent to the 
Welcome Center. It is named for Carolyn Hart, a long-time elementary Sunday School 
superintendent who left a bequest to create a children’s library at Trinity.

Colorful picture books, Bibles, and some reference materials appropriate for preschoolers and 
elementary-age children are available for check-out. The Children's Ministries page of our website 
provides more information about this collection along with a link to our searchable online catalogue.

You can also contact Church Librarian Gloria Colvin through our website. She would be happy to 
provide more information about books available for check-out for both children and adults.

The Caroline Hart Memorial 
Children Library at Trinity
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We’re excited to share that Moor Hall is getting a 
thoughtful refresh to its stage. It’s a renovation 
designed to honor tradition, welcome more light, and 
enhance both the in-person and online experience. 

The first step has been the removal of the partitions at the back of the stage, 
uncovering the large windows behind them. The back wall has also been 
freshly repainted.

Next, we are shifting the drum cage to stage right, opposite the piano, 
creating better balance and freeing up more flexible space. To frame the 
stage, semitransparent patchwork hangings will be installed across the 
back windows, as well as on two side light boxes. These hangings—our 
“prayer quilts”—inspired by stained glass, will soften the light and can be 
removed whenever the stage needs to be opened up entirely. We are excited 
to share this news with you and certainly hope to deliver a beautiful sanctuary space for the contemporary service.

Moor Hall Stage Renovation: “Prayer 
Quilt Meets Stained Glass”
By Alex Taylor, Contemporary Music Worship Leader

Renovations underway on the Moor Hall stage

Trinity Turns 201!
By Susan Koehler, Director of Communications

Our beloved church officially formed on the last Sunday in September 
of the year 1824. Although it began as a small missionary outpost in 
the new town of Tallahassee, Trinity United Methodist Church is now a 
vibrant place of worship, service, and fellowship in the heart of Florida's 

captial city. And, on the last Sunday in September 2025, Trinity quietly reached its 201st 
anniversary.

A brief flashback reminds us that our original Bicentennial Celebration, scheduled 
for September 29, 2024, had to be rescheduled in anticipation of Hurricane Helene. 
Disappointed but not deterred, we celebrated the big event on January 12, 2025. Ever 
grateful for those in our history who built the foundation upon which we stand, we look 
ahead to the future, planting the seeds that will sustain generations yet to come.

From left, Rev. Anna Brook Opalinski,      
Rev. E. Wayne Curry, Bishop Tom Berlin, 
Rev. Dr. Matthew M. Williams, and 
Rev. Catherine Fluck Price, Superintendent, 
North West District, on Bicentennial Sunday, 
January 12, 2025

Rev. Anna Brook Opalinski, Rev. Dr. Matthew M. 
Williams, and Mayor John Dailey

Clergy and worshippers at the site of Trinity's 
first church building

Congregants dining together in Moor Hall after 
the service



Blessing of the Animals 2025
Trinity's annual Blessing of the Animals was held on Saturday, September 13, in the courtyard. Enjoy these photos of some of 
your favorite Trinity folks with their furry friends! Special thanks for these photograhs goes to Rev. Wayne Curry.

This month, the Yates Heritage Center in Trinity Hall welcomed a special guest, Bettie Moor Bedell. Bettie is the 
daughter of Beth and Frank Moor, the namesakes of Moor Hall. Her visit was a meaningful occasion not only for 
the Center but also for Bettie, as it allowed her to reconnect with her family’s legacy.

During Bettie's visit, we located the original membership books. These historical 
records documented two significant milestones in Bettie’s life: her baptism in 
1931 and her formal membership in 1939. Seeing these records provided Bettie 
with a tangible connection to her family's longstanding involvement with 
Trinity. As Bettie reviewed the records, she made a remarkable discovery—the date of her baptism, October 19, was also her 
father's birthday. This unexpected coincidence added a special layer of significance to her visit, making the experience even more 
memorable.

In addition to exploring the membership records, Bettie was able to view many documents produced by her father during his 
lifelong association with Trinity. This opportunity allowed her to further appreciate the important contributions her family 
made to the church and its history. Although these records and much of Trinity’s history can now be accessed online through 
www.tumcthistory.org, Bettie is looking forward to another visit to YHC to dig deeper into her families past here at Trinity.

Memorable Guest Visits Yates Center
By Cecile Baker, Committee for Preservation of Church History Chair and Lynn McLarty, Church Historian

Lynn McLarty, Cecile Baker, and Bettie Moor Bedell in the Yates Heritage Center and (last) the book containing her baptismal record

Bettie Moor's baptismal record
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BFC Celebrates 17 Years
By Beth Curry, BFC Team Leader

Preschool News
By Erin Casey, Director of Preschool

On Tuesday, September 2, 2008, eight members of Trinity United 
Methodist Church met in the Parlor for the very first BFC (Becoming 
Fit at Church) exercise class. Two days later there were twelve. And so 
it began at the request of and with inspiration from Dr. Orson Smith, 

and his lovely wife, Eleanor!

Last month, on Tuesday, September 2, 2025, BFC Exercise marked its 17th anniversary! 
Since that first day in 2008, over 425 people have participated in either BFC Exercise 
or BFO (Becoming Fit Outdoors) by attending exercise classes, walking with the 
Walk to Bethlehem group, walking at Cascades Park, hiking and biking local trails, 
or most recently joining our Pickleball group!  And—what’s even more amazing is 
over $95,000 has been raised from many faithful and generous contributions, most of 
which has gone to community service locally and globally.

This is a HUGE accomplishment!  

To those who are attending now or have attended in the past—it is with a grateful 
heart that I thank YOU for your part in this journey. It simply could not have been 
achieved without YOU! HAPPY 17th ANNIVERSARY!!!

And to anyone who thinks they might like to become fit along with us, we are always open to new members! Find more 
information, schedules, and forms on the Adult Ministries page of our website.

Trinity's preschoolers have been busy during this transition to the fall season. In the VPK class, students 
have focused on music over the past month. They made their own instruments, sang songs, and enjoyed 
performances by local musicians. The toddlers learned to “walk by faith.” They painted their feet and walked 
across paper, creating a tangible connection to a spiritual principle. 

The three-year-olds studied pets, and as an outreach activity, they collected supplies for a local animal shelter. Our friends 
and I checked every day to see how our donations grew and grew over these two weeks. We had so many donations to our 
Pet Supply Drive! Thank you so much if you donated! We sure are going to bless some lucky animals at the shelter.

During October, we will be closed on October 2 for a Fall Holiday and on October 13 for a Teacher Planning Day. As the 
month comes to an end, we’re looking forward to our annual costume parade on October 31! 

Musicians performing for our VPK students and teaching about their instruments. Donations for our Pet Supply Drive

BFC participants celebrate this ministry's 17th 
anniversary on September 2, 2025



Children's Ministry Update
By Candace Duclos, Director of Christian Education

Trinity Youth Happenings
By Britton Stacey, Director of Youth Ministries

The Youth Praise Band did a fantastic job performing at the Contemporary Service on September 14, and our 
Youth Ensemble was amazing at the Liturgical Service that same day. All youth have an open invitation to 
join our Praise Band. We meet in Moor Hall every Sunday, 4:00-5:00 p.m.

The youth Halloween party will be at the Hands’ house, 5:00-8:00 p.m. on October 19. There will be a 
costume contest, chili dinner, and other fun activities. Check with me for details about where to go and 
what to bring.

We want you to join us for the Fall Retreat at Warren Willis Camp, November 7-9! We’ll be leaving after 
school on that Friday and returning Sunday afternoon. The cost is $150, and you must pay at least $50 
when you register. Be sure to sign up no later than Tuesday, October 21. 

Our school year is off to a fantastic start! In Sunday school 
we have classrooms filled with children learning about 
the love of Jesus each week. Wednesday night NETKids 
and NETKids After Hours has seen tremendous growth 

as well. We are praising God for this growth!

Our outreach efforts will continue this month. On Friday, October 24, 
we will host our first Story Fest in the Underground from 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
(See p. 7.) Please mark your calendar of this event and bring a favorite 
book to swap. This night will include games, storytelling, and book talks 
all with a fall theme! This is the perfect time to invite a friend and plan 
for fun! Snacks will be provided.

                                            

Youth Band performs at the 9:45 service Youth Ensemble performs at the 11:00 service Fellowship in Youth Sunday School
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