
  

 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Saturday, January 24, 2026 - 5:00 PM 
Sunday, January 25, 2026 - 10:45 AM 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude [10:45] “Lord God, We Worship Thee” Hal Hopson 
 (Grace Chorale) 
 

Welcome  
 

*Invocation, Confession and Absolution  Page 203 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People:   who made heaven and earth.  
 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People:   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

(Please turn and face the cross as it enters the sanctuary.) 
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*Processional Hymn     “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   Hymn 790 
(Choir sings verse 3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*The Salutation and Collect of the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our 

infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and 
defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

ALL 
ALL 

Choir 
ALL 
ALL 
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Old Testament Reading  1 Samuel 2:18-21, 3:8-10 
18Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy clothed with a linen ephod. 19And 
his mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year when she 
went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless 
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord give you children by this woman for 
the petition she asked of the Lord.” So then they would return to their home. 
21Indeed the Lord visited Hannah, and she conceived and bore three sons and two 
daughters. And the boy Samuel grew in the presence of the Lord. 
 
8And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
[10:45] Choir Anthem  “O Come, Let Us Sing (Psalm 95)” Eugene Butler 
  (Grace Chorale) 
 
Epistle Reading  Romans 12:3-5, 9-16a 
3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we 
have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, 
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another… 
9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be 
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to 
show hospitality. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony 
with one another. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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*Holy Gospel  Matthew 18:1-4, 10-14 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 
3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven…10“See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father 
who is in heaven. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of 
them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in 
search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices 
over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will 
of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
[10:45]Children’s Message and Dismissal to Children’s Church 
 
*Sermon Hymn   “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” Hymn 707 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon “Supportive Adults”  
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*Profession of Faith - Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
      God of God, Light of Light, 
      very God of very God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
      And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Holy Communion 



7 

 

*Preface Page 208 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and singing: 
 

*Sanctus Page 208 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
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 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei Page 210 

 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
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Music during the Distribution 
 

  “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” Hymn 685 
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 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” Hymn 637 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “Let’s Make a Joyful Noise”  
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*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*Presentation of Offerings and Consecration for the Lord’s Work 
 

*Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)  
Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 
you peace. 

People:   Amen.  
 

*Sending Hymn    “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”  Hymn 922 

Hymn continues on next page  
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*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude “Improvisation on OLD HUNDREDTH” Thomas Schulteis 
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