
  

 

First Sunday after Christmas 
Saturday, December 27, 2025 - 5:00 PM 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 - 10:45 AM 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude   
 
Welcome  
 

*Processional Hymn     “The First Noel”   
[10:45] (Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of  the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
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*Opening Litany (from Psalm 98) 
Pastor:  Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His 

right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  
People: The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his 

righteousness in the sight of the nations.  
 
Pastor: He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 

Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  
People: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous 

song and sing praises!  
 
Pastor:  Let the rivers clap their hands;  
People: let the hills sing for joy together.  
 

Pre-Confession Words 
Pastor: The Christ-child was born at Christmas not to condemn this world, but 

to save it. Even so, the Son of God comes as our Holy Lord who sees 
that we are in need of His forgiveness. So, in this world of sin, where 
meek souls will receive Him, still the dear Christ enters in! Therefore, 
we kneel before our Savior who was born in a stable and ask Him to 
remove our transgressions from us. 

  
(Congregation may sit or kneel) 
 

Confession Verse  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (v. 4) Hymn 361 
  

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
(silence for meditation) 

 

Absolution 
Pastor: Our God is with us, and He has heard your confession. The hopes and 

fears of all our years are met in Him today. Through Jesus, a wondrous 
gift is given. Through Jesus, God imparts to human hearts the blessings 
of His heaven. As a servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise    “Angels We Have Heard on Hight” Hymn 368 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Salutation and Collect 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created 

us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored 
our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made 
Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 63:7-14 
7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of the LORD, according 
to all that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel 
that he has granted them according to his compassion, according to the 
abundance of his steadfast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children 
who will not deal falsely.” And he became their Savior. 9In all their affliction he 
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was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity 
he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 10But 
they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, 
and himself fought against them. 11Then he remembered the days of old, of 
Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the 
shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who divided the 
waters before them to make for himself an everlasting name, 13who led them 
through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble. 14Like 
livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. So 
you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading  Galatians 4:4-7 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but 
a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

*Holy Gospel  Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to 
Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 19But when Herod 
died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his 
mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and 
being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and 
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lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be 
fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Lighting of the Christmas Candles 
 
*Sermon Hymn     “From East to West”   Hymn 385 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon “Through the Wilderness” Isaiah 63:7-14 
 
*Confession of Faith - Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only-begotten Son of God, 
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      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
      God of God, Light of Light, 
      very God of very God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
      And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

*Prayers of the Church  
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

*Liturgy of Holy Communion  
(sung to the tune of “Angels We Have Heard on High”) 

 
P: May the good Lord be with you. 
 Lift your hearts to God in praise. 
 
C: May the Lord be with you too. 
 To the Lord our hearts we raise. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 In the Word of God made flesh— 
 Great and wondrous mystery— 
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 Now we see with vision fresh 
 God’s abundant majesty. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 Therefore with the Church on earth 
 And the hosts of Heav’n above 

Let us praise His name, whose birth 
 Brings to us eternal love. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

*Words of Institution 
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Agnus Dei (sung to tune: Abide with Me) 
 

O Lamb of God, the sin You take away  
Of all the world. Have mercy, Lord we pray.  

O Lamb of God, Your goodness still increase:  
Have mercy on us, Savior; grant us peace. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
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Music during the Distribution 
 
  “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”  Hymn 374 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “Once in Royal David’s City” Hymn 376 

Hymn continues on next page  
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 “Let All Together Praise Our God” (vv. 1-2, 4 & 7) Hymn 389 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

*Presentation of Offerings and Consecration for the Lord’s Work 
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*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 166 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn     “Go Tell It on the Mountain”  Hymn 388 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude   
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