
  

 

Second Sunday in Advent 
Saturday, December 06, 2025 - 5:00 PM 
Sunday, December 07, 2025 - 10:45 AM 
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(The * indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
 

Prelude  “Arise, O Christian People” Jeffrey Blersch 
  
 

Welcome  
 
*Processional Hymn    “Arise, O Christian People”  Hymn 354 

[10:45] (Stand and face the cross as it enters the Sanctuary.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Invocation, Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 



3 

 

Pastor:   As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ—both His coming in the 
manger and His coming again in glory—let us confess our sins and repent of 
all the times we have been distracted and not put Christ first in our lives.  

 
Pastor: Most merciful God,  
People:   We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. Instead of seeing the 

trees, lights, and decorations as symbols that point us to You, we are often 
distracted by them. We become so consumed with them that we fail to 
prepare our own hearts for Your coming. We have turned from Your 
promises and have grown weary in our waiting for You. Forgive us, we pray, 
of all our sins. Renew in us an eager anticipation for Your coming; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
Pastor: Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the Lord is never distracted! In this season of 

advent we celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ who went to the cross and 
died and rose for you! Therefore, for the sake of Christ and by His authority 
I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 
*Theme Hymn “Joy to the World” (v. 2) Hymn 387 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
*Salutation and Collect for Advent 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. O merciful Lord, grant to us the wisdom of Your Spirit and the 

blessing of faithful voices, that they may call us to prepare for the coming 
One and so that all who have heard Your Word and have been baptized into 
Christ may be preserved from evil, be counted worthy in Christ to be 
delivered into Your eternal kingdom, and be kept to the day of His coming 
at the end of all things; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and to the end of the ages.  

People: Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7 
1But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he 
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has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations. 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt 
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone… 6For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
do this. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Reading  2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case 
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For what 
we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants 
for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
*Holy Gospel  John 1:1-9 
Pastor: The Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. 9The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
[10:45] Children’s Message and Lighting of Advent Candles 
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*Sermon Hymn     “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”   Hymn 411 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon “Christmas Lights”  
 
*Confession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
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 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
*Advent Litany  
Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy.  
 
Pastor: For eyes to behold the Father’s hand in all creation, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That we may eagerly await Christ’s return and encourage one another all 

the more as we see that Day drawing near, even as we celebrate His birth, 
let us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That we may be living witnesses of new life in Christ through our loving 

service to our neighbor—both in word and in deed, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That we may be thankful for the bountiful harvest You have given us amid 

the many festivities of this season, especially the gift of salvation through 
Your Son, let us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: That we may love one another as God so loved us, forgive one another, and 

work together in the unity we have in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord:  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For those who are hurting, battling disease, undergoing surgery; we 

particularly raise to You …, and for all those we name in our hearts, that 
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they may not lose heart but receive good care, healing in mind, body, and 
spirit, and receive Christian love and support, let us pray to the Lord:  

People: Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
 
*Holy Communion 
 
*Preface Page 208 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary...evermore praising You and saying: 
 
*Sanctus Page 208 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
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 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Agnus Dei  Page 210 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion 
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Music during the Distribution 
 
  “The Night Will Soon Be Ending”   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” Hymn 367 

Hymn continues on next page  
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 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  Hymn 344 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 
 
*Presentation of Offerings and Consecration for the Lord’s Work 
 
*The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26) Page 212 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn    “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  Hymn 347 

Hymn continues on next page  
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*Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude “Comfort Now My People” Tom Trenney
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