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 Good Friday 
March 29, 2024 

12:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

 
 

Explanation of the Service of Darkness 
 

The service is patterned after the ancient office of Tenebrae. The word “Tenebrae” 
means “darkness.” The purpose of the service is to impress upon us the terrible 
reality of sin, which caused our Savior to have to die for us, as well as the wonders 
of our Savior’s great love, which led Him to willingly die for us. 
 
A total of eight candles are used. Seven of these candles represent the seven last 
sentences which our Lord spoke from the cross. The eighth is the Christ Candle, 
representing Christ’s eternal presence with us. He is the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End. 
  
As the seven candles are extinguished, causing the chancel to become darker, we 
are reminded of the darkness that covered the earth at the time that Jesus said 
these last words. It also reminds us of the spiritual darkness that would have 
existed had the “Light of the World” not come. 
  
The exit of the Christ Candle at the end of the service signifies Christ’s death and 
burial…but note…it is not extinguished…symbolic of the eternal light of God’s 
love. We await Easter morning with eager anticipation. 
 
In this particular service, we are also including excerpts from the ancient passion 
readings. These readings are a harmony of the passion accounts recorded by 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John into one document. Today, these readings are not 
read in chronological order, but in accordance with the themes of Jesus’ seven last 
words. The ancient passion readings, powerfully remind us of the extent of our 
Lord’s love. He would go to the cross—and die—for us!   
 

(*Indicates when the congregation is to stand.) 
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Prelude and Welcome 
 
*Stationing of the Cross 
(The people turn and face the cross as it is carried from the narthex to the altar. 
The following versicle and response is said at three stations, the first station when 
the procession begins.) 
 
1st Station: 
Pastor: Behold, the Salvation of the world was hung on a cross.   
People: Oh, come let us worship Him. 
 
2nd Station: 
Pastor: Behold, the Salvation of the world was hung on a cross.   
People: Oh, come let us worship Him. 
 
3rd Station: 
Pastor: Behold, the Salvation of the world was hung on a cross.   
People: Oh, come let us worship Him. 
 
*Invocation of the Holy Trinity 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
*Confession of Sins and Absolution 
Pastor: Come, bless the Lord and beg for His forgiveness, all of you who stand in 

the House of the Lord. 
People: I confess, O Lord Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, and to 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned exceedingly in thought, word 
and deed, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault. Wherefore, I 
pray You, Almighty God, to have mercy on me, forgive me all of my sins 
and bring me to everlasting life, through Jesus, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Pastor: I, as a servant of the Word, and in the stead and by the command of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, announce the grace of God unto you and forgive you all of 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. Come now, and hear again, of what our forgiveness cost our Lord. 

 



4 

 

*Hymn “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (vv. 1 & 3) Hymn 425 

(Please be seated.) 
 

Meditations on “The Seven Last Words” along with excerpts from The Ancient 
Passion Readings drawn from the four Gospels.  
 

 The Passion Reading: The Home of the High Priest at night 
 

Hymn   “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (vv. 1-2) Hymn 449  
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The First Word   
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

 
  The Passion Reading: The Early Morning trial At Daybreak  
 The Meditation: Words of Forgiveness 
 

Hymn  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” (vv. 1-3) Hymn 437  



6 

 

The Second Word   

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 
 

  The Passion Reading: The Morning Crucifixion at Calvary   
 The Meditation: Trusting the Truth  
 

Hymn  “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” (vv. 4-5) Hymn 447 
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The Third Word     
“Woman, behold your son! Behold your mother!” 

 
  The Meditation: Mary witnessed Jesus’ selflessness 
 The Passion Reading: Earlier that Morning before Pilate  
 The Meditation: John witnessed Jesus’ selflessness 
 The Passion Reading: The Previous Eve in Gethsemane 
 The Meditation: Jesus continued to think 
 

[12:00]Hymn     “Jesus, In Your Dying Woes” (vv. 7 & 9) Hymn 447  
 
 
 

[7:00] Anthem “Lamb of God”       Twila Paris 
  (Grace Chorale) 
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The Fourth Word    
  “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” 
 
  The Passion Reading: On the Way to Calvary and the Crucifixion 
 The Meditation: Thoughts of Simon of Cyrene after Carrying Jesus’ Cross 
 

Hymn  “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” (vv. 1-3) Hymn 451  
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The Fifth Word   

  “I thirst.” 

 
          The Passion Reading: The Garden Arrest  
          The Meditation: The One with Living Water Thirsts 
 

Hymn    “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”  Hymn 439  
  (vv. 1, 2 & 4) 
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The Sixth Word   
  “It is finished!” 

 
  The Meditation: Exactly what is Finished?   
 The Passion Reading: The Crowd’s Witness of Jesus before Pilate  
 

[12:00]Hymn “O Perfect Life of Love” Hymn 452  
 (vv. 1, 4 & 5) 

 

[7:00]Anthem “Ah, Holy Jesus”  David Paxton 
(Grace Chorale) 



11 

 

The Seventh Word     
  “Father into Thy hands I commit my spirit!” 

 
  The Passion Reading: The Ninth Hour at Calvary  
 The Meditation: The Centurion Professes His Faith 
 
The Song “Were You There?”  African American Spiritual 
  (Vocal Solo) 
 

The Ending 
  

  
The Passion Reading: The Corpse is Removed and Sealed in a Tomb 

 
 
 
 

Removal of the Christ Candle. 
 
 
 
 

The Closing of the Book. 
 
 
 
 

The congregation is asked to leave silently following the closing of the Book.  
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