StiJames

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
August 3, 2025




Welcome!

StiJames

Wonderful to be worshiping with you
today. If you’re new to St. James, | invite
you to take a moment to fill out one of the

CONNECT cards in the pew. You can give it

The Rev. Dr. Jerald W. Hyche
Rector

Jane Bates
Parish Administrator

to an usher or simply place in the offering
plate on your way out. If you do, | will be in
touch to answer any questions you might
have about St. James, and | would love to

learn more about you, too.
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Videographer
Dennis Hawk

<

Vestry of the Day
Paul Foulger
Henry Lesesne

Thank you for being here. Our celebration
of God’s work in the world today is made
that much better by your presence.

Peace,

(936) 756-8831; stjamesconroe.org

Send mail to: P.O. Box 559, Conroe, Texas

77305-0559

Please silence your mobile phone.

Child care for children up to 3 years old is
available in the nursery across the
breezeway in the Parish Hall building.

Assisted-hearing devices are
available from the ushers.

We give thanks to Carter’s Florist for
generously providing our altar flowers
each week. If you would like to make a
donation to defray other worship expens-
es and commemorate a special day or
someone, contact the Church Office or
click GIVE on the church website.



The Holy Eucharist

According to the Book of Common Prayer
+ said or sung by the congregation

Prelude For the Beauty of the Earth, Matthew H. Corl

The Word of God

As the bell is rung, please stand for the hymn in procession.

+Hymn In Procession - No. 408  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above

The Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
+And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. +Amen.
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Music: William Mathias (1934-1992). Copyright © 1976 Oxford University Press.

The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.
+And also with you.

Let us pray.

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church;
and, because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect
and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. +Amen.

Please be seated.



The Lesson Colossians 3:1-11

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you
were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things—
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old
self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self,
which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its
creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all
andin all!

The Word of the Lord.
+Thanks be to God.

Psalm 49:1-11

1 Hear this, all you peoples;
hearken, all you who dwell in the world,
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.

+2 My mouth shall speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.

3 I will incline my ear to a proverb
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.

+4 Why should I be afraid in evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,

5 The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods,
and boast of their great riches?

+6 We can never ransom ourselves,
or deliver to God the price of our life;



7 For the ransom of our life is so great,
that we should never have enough to pay it,

+8 In order to live for ever and ever,
and never see the grave.

9 For we see that the wise die also;
like the dull and stupid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.

+10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever,
their dwelling places from generation to generation,
though they call the lands after their own names.

11 Even though honored, they cannot live for ever;
they are like the beasts that perish.

During the following hymn, children ages 4 and older
are invited to Children’s Chapel, returning at the peace.

+Sequence Hymn - No. 574 Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel
*Verses 1 & 2 before the Gospel  ¢Verse 3 & 4 after the Gospel

The Holy Gospel Luke 12:13-21

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
+Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me." But he said to him, "Friend,
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" And he said to
them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions." Then he
told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly.
And he thought to himself, "What should | do, for | have no place to
store my crops?' Then he said, ‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns
and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods.
And | will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to him, “You fool! This
very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."

The Gospel of the Lord.
+Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Jerald W. Hyche

Please stand as you are able.

+The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Please remain standing or kneel as you are able.

The Prayers of the People Form VI
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;

+For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those

who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;

+For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;

+For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

+For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
+For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For all bishops and other ministers;
+For all who serve God’s Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence. The People may add their own petitions.

Hear us, Lord;
+For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
+And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
+Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

+Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,

things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit



that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
+And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Music at the Offertory | Worship You, Almighty God
arr. Mark Hayes

Please stand.

+The Doxology The Eighth Tune

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer C

The Lord be with you.
+And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
+We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
+It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory
and praise.
+Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and
this fragile earth, our island home.

+By your will they were created and have their being.



From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and
blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of
creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we
turned against one another.

+Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages
you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent
your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the
way of freedom and peace.

+By his blood, he reconciled us.

By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every
generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them
your glory, in their unending hymn:

+The Sanctus - No. S125 Proulx

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people may stand or kneel.

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke
the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this
sacrifice of thanksgiving,
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+We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our ancestors; God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and
Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

+Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our
great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church
gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.
+AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

+0ur Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
+Therefore let us keep the feast.
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The Invitation

All who seek God are welcome at Christ’s table.

To receive the sacrament, either bread and wine or bread alone, come
forward as directed by the ushers and stand or kneel at the rail.

To receive the bread: extend your open hands, palm up.

For a gluten-free wafer: hold one arm across your chest.
To receive the wine: when the chalice is offered, guide it to your lips and
take a small sip, or you may intinct (i.e., dip the wafer into the chalice).

For a blessing only: cross both arms across your chest.

If you are unable to come forward, notify an usher and the sacrament
will be brought to you.

+Hymn at Communion - No. 510
Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove

Please stand or kneel.

The Post Communion Prayer

+Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

+Hymn in Procession - No. 594
God of Grace and God of Glory

The Dismissal

+Thanks be to God.
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