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Hymn of Invocation: 372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is LSB 372 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Remember thou 
    What glory now 
The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 

    The angel host 
    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 
 

6 The world may hold 
    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 
    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, 1947 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

 

Confession and Absolution 



 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b 

 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 

 in your righteousness de- | liver me. 
For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 



 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 
 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Holy Innocents 

 

 
  

 
  

P Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth Your praise not by speaking 
but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with Your will that our lives may bear 
witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

Jeremiah 31:15–17 Jeremiah 31:15–17 
15Thus says the LORD: 
“A voice is heard in Ramah, 
 lamentation and bitter weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her children; 

 she refuses to be comforted for her children, 

 because they are no more.” 

16Thus says the LORD: 

“Keep your voice from weeping, 
 and your eyes from tears, 
for there is a reward for your work, 

declares the LORD, 
 and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 
17There is hope for your future, 



declares the LORD, 
 and your children shall come back to their own country.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 71:4a, 5a, 6a, b, 8 

 

Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the | wicked.* 

 For you, O Lord, | are my hope. 

Upon you have I leaned from be- | fore my birth;* 

 you are he who took me from my | mother’s womb. 

My mouth is filled | with your praise,* 

 and with your glory | all the day. 

 

Revelation 14:1–5 Revelation 14:1–5 
 1Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his 

name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2And I heard a voice from heaven like the 
roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of 
harpists playing on their harps, 3and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the 

four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had 
been redeemed from the earth. 4It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are 

virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind 
as firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Matthew 2:13–18 Matthew 2:13–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 

Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his 
mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 

fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent 
and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 



18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: 969 Sweet Flowerets of the Martyr Band LSB 969 

 

 



 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77, alt. 

Tune: Daniel Vetter, d. 1721 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 194 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. In the communion of all Your saints gathered 

into the one body of Your Son, You have surrounded us with so great a cloud of witnesses that 
we, encouraged by their faith and strengthened by their fellowship, may run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us and, together with them, receive the crown of glory that does not 

fade away. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 



     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 
11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 John 20:19 

 
  



 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn: 370 What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 

Tune: English, 16th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn: 834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth LSB 834 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 

Tune: Jan O. Bender, 1909–94 

Text and tune: © 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

 

Distribution Hymn: 389 Let All Together Praise Our God LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 
6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 Luke 2:29–32 

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 



 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Hymn to Depart: 764 When Aimless Violence Takes Those We Love LSB 764 

 

 



 

 
Text: Joy F. Patterson, 1931 

Tune: Alfred M. Smith, 1879–1971 

Text: © 1994, 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: © 1990 Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, N.J. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 
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