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The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord: Wednesday 12/24 
Divine Service Setting III 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Matthew 1:18–25 Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her 

husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361 

 

 

 



 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 

Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:6–7 
A Candle is lit from the Christ Candle after each O Antiphon 

 

 



O Wisdom 

O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and permeating all creation, 

mightily ordering | all things:* 

 Come and teach us the way of | prudence. 

O Adonai 

O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the burning bush and gave 

him the Law on | Sinai:* 

 Come with an outstretched arm and re- | deem us. 

O Root of Jesse 

O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom all kings are mute, to 

whom the nations will do | homage:* 

 Come quickly to de- | liver us. 

 

O Key of David 

O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, You open and no one can close, You close and 

no one can | open:* 

 Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shad- | ow of death. 

O Dayspring 

O Dayspring, splendor of light ever- | lasting:* 

 Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death. 

 

O King 

O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone uniting all | people:* 

 Come and save us all, whom You formed | out of clay. 

 

O Emmanuel 

O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord, the anointed for the nations and their | Savior:* 

 Come and save us, O | Lord our God. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 Mark 10:47 

 

 
 



Hymn: 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Christmas Eve 

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure 

confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 



Sit 

 

Isaiah 7:10–14 Isaiah 7:10–14 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 
high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he 

said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God 
also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn: 376 Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 

Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

1 John 4:7–16 1 John 4:7–16 
 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 

and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us. 



 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, 

and God abides in him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Hymn: 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): 

tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 

Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Luke 2:1–20 Luke 2:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 

his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 



 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who 

heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 



Hymn of the Day: 382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth LSB 382 

 

 

 
 

5 The very Son of God sublime 
Entered into earthly time 

    To lead us from this world of cares 
    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs. 

        Alleluia! 
 
6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 
    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 

    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 
        Alleluia! 

 
7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 

    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 
    And sing His praise with endless voice. 

        Alleluia! 

Text (st. 1): German, c. 1380; (sts. 1, 6): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (sts. 2–7): Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 2, 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (sts. 3, 5, 7): tr. Lutheran 

Service Book, 2006 

Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 1524, Erfurt 

Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

 



Hymn: 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear LSB 366 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 

Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 194 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 
  

 

 
  



 

 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing 

You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 



     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 
11:23–25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 John 1:29 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn: 368 Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 

Text and tune: French 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Distribution Hymn: 387 Joy to the World LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn: 370 What Child Is This LSB 370 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 

Tune: English, 16th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn: 383 A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 Luke 2:29–32 

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 



Benedicamus LSB 202 Psalm 103:1 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Hymn to Depart: 363 Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363 sts. 1–3, 1l 

 

 

 



 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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