Advent Midweek 6 - December 10 & 11

I am the Way and the Truth and the Life

Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
Thanksgiving for Light
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
o}
P’ A
&b i
ANV 8] & P [ I ] | 8]
e) ~—~"
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.

e
S
i

LSB 245



Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri - fice.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life.

Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness

descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.

Readings

Proverbs 2 Proverbs 2

"My son, if you receive my words

and treasure up my commandments with you,
’making your ear attentive to wisdom

and inclining your heart to understanding;
3yes, if you call out for insight

and raise your voice for understanding,
%if you seek it like silver

and search for it as for hidden treasures,
‘then you will understand the fear of the LORD

and find the knowledge of God.
°For the LORD gives wisdom;

from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;
"he stores up sound wisdom for the upright;

he is a shield to those who walk in integrity,
8guarding the paths of justice

and watching over the way of his saints.
*Then you will understand righteousness and justice

and equity, every good path;
for wisdom will come into your heart,

and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;
"discretion will watch over you,

understanding will guard you,
2delivering you from the way of evil,



from men of perverted speech,
Bwho forsake the paths of uprightness
to walk in the ways of darkness,
“who rejoice in doing evil
and delight in the perverseness of evil,
"men whose paths are crooked,
and who are devious in their ways.
'So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman,
from the adulteress with her smooth words,
"who forsakes the companion of her youth
and forgets the covenant of her God,
3for her house sinks down to death,
and her paths to the departed,;
“none who go to her come back,
nor do they regain the paths of life.
S0 you will walk in the way of the good
and keep to the paths of the righteous.
?'For the upright will inhabit the land,
and those with integrity will remain 1n it,
22put the wicked will be cut off from the land,
and the treacherous will be rooted out of it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acts 4:5-21 Acts 4:5-21
°On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, ®with Annas the

high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. ’And
when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do
this?” ®*Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are
being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has
been healed, "let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is
standing before you well. 'This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has
become the cornerstone. >And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated,
common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. “But seeing
the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. *But when they
had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, *saying, “What shall we
do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. '’But in order that it may spread no further among
the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” ¥So they called them and
charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. "’But Peter and John answered them,
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, *’for we
cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” *’ And when they had further threatened them,
they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for
what had happened.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



John 14:1-14

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

John 14:1-14

![Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
’And if T go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I
am you may be also. *‘And you know the way to where I am going.” *Thomas said to him, “Lord, we
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” “Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. “If you had known me,
you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

$Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” °Jesus said to him, “Have I
been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who
dwells in me does his works. ''Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else

believe on account of the works themselves.

12¢Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater
works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. *Whatever you ask in my name, this I
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. “If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Office Hymn: 572 In the Shattered Bliss of Eden
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Taste and see the bliss of heaven
Known by saints around the throne,
Where the Lamb, in closest union,
Lives to love and feed His own.
From His riven side forever
Flows the purest stream of love,
Love that robes us with the raiment
Worn by all who feast above.

Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden,
Gone the age of sacrifice;
Ours the time of grace and favor,
Ours the call to paradise!
Ever, Lord, impress upon us:
Only You can cover sin—
Take our worthless, self-made garments;
Clothe our shame and cleanse within.

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
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Faith em - barked with this dis - cern - ment: On - ly
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gar - ments And He clothed their shame with skin.
ton - ing For their sins with cleans - ing blood.
of - fer On the Cross His blood out - poured.
bless - ing Is My blood poured out for you.”

Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679

Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Canticle




Magnificat

Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es in God, my Sav - ior.
o) |
P’ 4 |
& . -
J @ -
1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . ... ... ...... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Father andtothe . . . . . .. .. ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ... ........ His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . .. ... ... ... .......... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... ... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be hold, fromthis . .. ... ... ... .. .... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho ... .. ... ... .. .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has  helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blesséd.
2 from generationto . .. ..... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . . ... .. .. A - men. Refrain

Sit
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Litany

LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the
Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant
mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men
Confession and Absolution
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P) In the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,



I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of

the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

[ The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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P) Lift wup  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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(P} Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.

(P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 Matthew 6:9-13
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My "} bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB 197 John 20:19
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® The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 John 1:29
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Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Let us pray.

LSB 199 Luke 2:29-32

LSB 200 Psalm 107:1



O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202 Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202 Numbers 6:24-26
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) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.



Hymn to Depart: 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348
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1 The Kingshall come when morn-ing dawns And light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle  child, To bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the  r1is -ing morn When Christ,vic - to-rious, Tt0se
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h, bright-er than that glo - rious morn Shall dawn up-on our race
The King shall come when morn-ing dawns And light and beau-ty brings.
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When beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills And life to joy a-wakes.
But crowned with glo - ry like the sun That lights the morn-ing sky.
And left the lone-some place of death De - spite the rage of foes.
The day when Christ in splen-dorcomes And we shall see His face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo-ple pray: Come quickly, King of kings!

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth
Text and tune: Public domain
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