Advent Midweek 5 - December 3 & 4

I am the Resurrection and the Life

Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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Joy - ous light of glo-ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav-en - ly, ho - ly,
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ.

We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
Thanksgiving for Light
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni - verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
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may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.
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Sit

Psalmody
Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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when I cry to You. Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in-cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri - fice.
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(@ Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life.

Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness

descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.

Readings

Isaiah 25:6-9 Isaiah 25:6-9

°On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
’And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
*He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.

It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.

This is the Lord; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 6:1-11 Romans 6:1-11
"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can
we who died to sin still live in it? *Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in



order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.

°For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. “We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 'For one who has died
has been set free from sin. *Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. “We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. °For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to
God. "'So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

John 11:17-44 John 11:17-44
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '*Bethany
was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, ?and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them concerning their brother. *?So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and
met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. *’Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. ??But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will
give you.” *Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” **Martha said to him, “I know that he
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” *Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, *and everyone who lives and believes in
me shall never die. Do you believe this?” ?’She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who 1s coming into the world.”

*When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” ? And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. **Now Jesus
had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. **When the
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed
her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. **Now when Mary came to where Jesus
was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died.” **When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping,
he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. **And he said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” *Jesus wept. **So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
’’But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man
from dying?”

%¥Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.
¥Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this
time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” “Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that
if you believed you would see the glory of God?” #'So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up
his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. “’I knew that you always hear me, but
I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” *When
he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” ““The man who had
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Office Hymn: 755 In the Very Midst of Life
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1 In the ver-y midst of life
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Snares of death sur - round us;

2 In the midst of death’s dark wvale Pow’rs of hell o’er - take us.

3 In the midst of ut - ter woe  When our sins op - press us,
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Who shall help us in the strife Lest the foe con - found us?
Who  will help when they as - sail, Who se - cure will make us?
Where shall we for ref-uge go, Where for grace to  bless us?
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Thou on - ly, Lord, Thou on - ly! We mournthat we have great-ly
Thou on - ly, Lord, Thou on - ly! Thy heart is moved with ten - der-
To Thee, Lord Je - sus, on - ly! Thy pre-cious blood was shed to
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erred, That our sins Thy wrath have stirred. Ho - ly and righ-teous God!
ness, Pit - ies us in our dis - tress. Ho - ly and righ-teous God!
win Full a-tone-ment for our sin. Ho -1ly and righ-teous God!
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Ho - ly and might-y God! Ho - ly and all - mer - ci - ful
Ho - ly and might-y God! Ho - Iy and all - mer - ci - ful
Ho - ly and might-y God! Ho - ly and all - mer - ci - ful
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Sav - ior! E - ter- nal Lord God! Save us lest we per - ish
Sav - ior! E - ter- nal Lord God! Save us from the ter - ror
Sav - ior! E - ter - nal Lord God! Lord, pre-serve and keep  us

}

2 = a— = =
In the bit - ter pangs of death. Have mer - cy, O Lord!
Of the fi - ery pit of hell Have mer - cy, O Lord!
In the peace that faith can give. Have mer - cy, O Lord!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Tune: Latin, 13th cent.; adapt. Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Canticle

Stand
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Magnificat

Refrain
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ijor. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es in God, my Sav - ior.
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . ... ... ...... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Father andtothe . . . . . .. .. ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . ... ... ........ His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . .. ... ... ... .......... is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... ... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be hold, fromthis . .. ... ... ... .. .... day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho ... .. ... ... .. .. fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has  helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blesséd.
2 from generationto . .. ..... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . . ... .. .. A - men. Refrain

Sit
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Litany
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The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the
Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil,
those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant
mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

i-

@]

Collect for Peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Confession and Absolution
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,



I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily
sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of

the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

[ The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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P) Lift wup  your hearts.
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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(P} Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God.
| | \

P’ A I I

I
I
)

| 1HEE
| 108

| 1HEE

| [® ]

oJ |
It is meet and right so to  do.

(P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 195 Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless - edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 Matthew 6:9-13
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
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and when He had giv - en thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My "} bod -y, which is giv-en foryou.
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This do in re-mem - brance of Me.” In the same way al - so
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini LSB 197 John 20:19
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® The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 198 John 1:29
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.



Sit
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Nunc Dimittis
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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Thanksgiving
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Let us pray.

LSB 199 Luke 2:29-32

LSB 200 Psalm 107:1



O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202 Psalm 103:1
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Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction LSB 202 Numbers 6:24-26
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) The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.



Hymn to Depart: 339 Lift Up Your Heads, You Everlasting Doors
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1 Lift up your heads, you ev - er - last - ing doors,
2 Who is this King of great and glo-rious fame?
3 Who may as - cend Mount Zi - on’s ho - ly  hill
4 “Wor-thy is Christ!” The Lamb who once was slain
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And weep no more! 0] Zi - on’s daugh - ter, sing,
What is  His name? Lord God of Sab - a - oth,
To do God’s will? The One whose un - stained hands
Now lives to reign. He rules our earth - ly ways
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To greet your com -ing King; Now wave the vic - tor’s
Of whom the proph-ets wrote, Whose cho - sen, hum - ble
Can meet the Law’s de - mands, Whose pu - r1i-ty with-
As Lord of  An-cient Days— (0] join the end - less
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palm And sing the an - cient psalm: “Lift up your
steed De - clares Him king in - deed! Ho - san - na,
in Re - veals One free from sin. Come, praise this
song Sung by the ran - somed throng: “Wor - thy s
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heads, you ev - er - last- ing gates!” Your King a - waits!
Lord! Mes - si - ah, come and save From sin and  grave.
King  who claims the cross as throne—  Praise Him a - lone!
Christ!” The Lamb be praised a - gain! A - men! A - men!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Paul Liljestrand, 1931-2011
Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679
Tune: © 1970 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679
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