St John — December 27 — Morning Prayer
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for You and watch.

My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with Your glory all the day.

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

A hymn, canticle, or psalm may be sung or spoken.

Hymr:’: 523 0 Word of God Incarnate
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10 Word of God in - car-nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The Church from You, dear Mas-ter, Re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 O make Your Church, dear Sav-ior, A lamp of bur - nished gold
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O Truth un-changed, un-chang-ing, O
And still that light is lift - ed O’er
To bear be - fore the na - tions Your

Light of our dark sky:

all the earth
true light as  of

to shine.
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We praise You for the ra-diance That from the hal-lowed page,
It is  the chart and com - pass That, all life’s voy - age through,
O teach Your wan-d’ring pil - grims By this their path to trace
Hu . . .
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A lan - tern to  our  foot-steps, Shines on from age to age.
Mid mists and rocks and quick-sands Still guides, O Christ, to You.
Till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, They see You face to face!
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Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt.
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen
Text and tune: Public domain

Revelation 1:1-6 Revelation 1:1-6
'The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must
soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, *who bore witness to the
word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. *Blessed is the one who



reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written
in it, for the time is near.

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, “and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood ®and made us a kingdom, priests to
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1]John 1:1—2:2 1John 1:1—2:2

'That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— *the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was made manifest to us— *that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also
to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ. “And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

>This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all. °If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do
not practice the truth. ‘But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. '’If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.

"My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. *He is the propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

John 21:20-25 John 21:20-25

2Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been
reclining at table close to him and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” *When
Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” *Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that
he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” **So the saying spread abroad among
the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but,
“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”

*This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things,
and we know that his testimony is true.

Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I
suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

A portion of the Small or Large Catechism may be read.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.



The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayers for others and ourselves
Concluding prayers:

Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when the work of
our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its beginning, direct its continuance, and bless its
end, that our doings may be preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well
pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me
this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and
every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Then go joyfully to your work.
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