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6th Advent Midweek: Wednesday 12/13/2023 and Thursday 12/14/2023 
Evening Prayer and Divine Service Setting III (Communion) 

Christ in the Old Testament: Jonah 

Service of Light 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Sit 

 

Psalmody 

 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness 

descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and 
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings 

 

Jonah 1—4 Jonah 1—4 
L A reading from Jonah, chapter 1. 

  
 1Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” 3But Jonah rose to flee to 
Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. 
So he paid the fare and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the 

LORD. 
 4But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that 

the ship threatened to break up. 5Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And 
they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down 

into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. 6So the captain came and said to 
him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the god will give a 
thought to us, that we may not perish.” 

 7And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose account this 
evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, “Tell us 

on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come 
from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” 9And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, 

and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10Then the men were 
exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was 
fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 

 11Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea 
grew more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the 

sea will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon 
you.” 13Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew 



more and more tempestuous against them. 14Therefore they called out to the LORD, “O LORD, let us 
not perish for this man’s life, and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, have done as it 

pleased you.” 15So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its 
raging. 16Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and 

made vows. 
 17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish 

three days and three nights. 
 1Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, 2saying, 
 

985 Song of Jonah LSB 985 

 

 

 
  

1 I called out to the LORD, out of my distress, and He | answered me;* 

 out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and You | heard my voice.  

2 For You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the flood  sur- | rounded me;* 

 all Your waves and Your billows passed | over me.  

3 Then I said, “I am driven away | from Your sight;* 

 yet I shall again look upon Your holy | temple.” 

Refrain 

4 The waters closed in over me to take my life; the deep sur- | rounded me;* 
 weeds were wrapped about my head at the roots of the | mountains. 

5 I went down to the land whose bars closed upon me for- | ever;* 

 yet You brought up my life from the pit, O- | LORD my God.  

6 When my life was fainting away, I remembered | the LORD,* 

 and my prayer came to You, into Your holy | temple.   

Refrain 

7 Those who pay regard to vain | idols* 
 forsake their hope of | steadfast love. 

8 But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to You; what I have vowed | I will pay.* 

 Salvation belongs | to the Lord! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 



as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  

Refrain 

Text: Jonah 2:2–9 

Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948 

Text: © 2001 Crossway Bibles. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

 

10And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 
 1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey 

in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast 

and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. 
 6The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7And he issued a proclamation and published through 

Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste 
anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let 

them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his 
hands. 9Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not 

perish.” 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster 
that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 

 1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2And he prayed to the LORD and said, “O 
LORD, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to 

Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 3Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for 

it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 
 5Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat 
under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of the city. 6Now the LORD God 

appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his head, to save him 
from his discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. 7But when dawn came up 

the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, 
God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was 

faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9But God said 
to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry 
enough to die.” 10And the LORD said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you 

make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should not I pity 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right 

hand from their left, and also much cattle?” 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:13–16 1 Thessalonians 2:13–16 
L A reading from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 2. 
  
 13And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you 

heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which 
is at work in you believers. 14For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ 



Jesus that are in Judea. For you suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they did from 
the Jews, 15who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, and displease God and 

oppose all mankind 16by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved—so as 
always to fill up the measure of their sins. But God’s wrath has come upon them at last! 

  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse John 5:39 
 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 

bear witness about me. 
 

Luke 11:29–32 Luke 11:29–32 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 29When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, “This generation is an evil generation. It seeks 
for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30For as Jonah became a sign to the 

people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31The queen of the South will rise up 
at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the 
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 32The 

men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Office Hymn: 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People LSB 347 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 

 
Stand 

 

Magnificat LSB 248 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Prayer 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the 

Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who 

protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 



C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  
The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 



 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 



 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this 

day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 



 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

Hymn to Depart: 511 Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment LSB 511 

 

 



 

 
Text: Moir A. J. Waters, 1906–80 

Tune: David McCarthy, 1931 

Text: © 1977 Moir A. J. Waters. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 
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