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Service of Light 

Stand 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Sit 

 

Psalmody 

 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness 

descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and 
the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Readings 

 

Genesis 3:1–21 Genesis 3:1–21 
L A reading from Genesis, chapter 3. 

  
 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 

 He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2And 
the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 

die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the 

woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 

who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 
 8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 

man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, 
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to 

eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 
ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you above all livestock 



 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 

 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 16To the woman he said, 

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
 in pain you shall bring forth children. 

Your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you.” 

 17And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 

 and have eaten of the tree 

of which I commanded you, 
 ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 

cursed is the ground because of you; 
 in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
 and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your face 

 you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, 

 for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, 

 and to dust you shall return.” 

 20The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21And the LORD 
God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 

  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 118:14–29 Psalm 118:14–21 

 
L A reading from Psalm, chapter 118. 

  

14The LORD is my strength | and my song;* 

 he has become my sal- | vation. 
15Glad songs of salvation 

 are in the tents of the | righteous:* 

“The right hand of the LORD does | valiantly, 
 16the right hand of the | LORD exalts,* 

 the right hand of the LORD does | valiantly!” 

17I shall not die, but | I shall live,* 

 and recount the deeds | of the LORD. 



18The LORD has disciplined me se- | verely,* 
 but he has not given me o- | ver to death. 

19Open to me the gates of | righteousness,* 

 that I may enter through them 

 and give thanks | to the LORD. 
20This is the gate | of the LORD;* 

 the righteous shall enter | through it. 
21I thank you that you have | answered me* 

 and have become my sal- | vation. 

 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hebrews 11 Hebrews 11 
L A reading from Hebrews, chapter 11. 
  

 1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the 
people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that the universe was created by 

the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 
 4By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was 
commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though 

he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not 
found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased 

God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith Noah, being warned by God 

concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. 
By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in the land 
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 

promise. 10For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is 
God. 11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she 

considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were 
born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore. 

 13These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14For 

people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been thinking of 
that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they 

desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 

for he has prepared for them a city. 
 17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 

was in the act of offering up his only son, 18of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring 
be named.” 19He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, 

figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and 
Esau. 21By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the 

head of his staff. 22By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites 
and gave directions concerning his bones. 



 23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw 
that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24By faith Moses, when he 

was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather to be mistreated 
with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He considered the reproach of 

Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27By faith he left 
Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28By 

faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not 
touch them. 
 29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted 

to do the same, were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled 
for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 

because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 
 32And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of 

David and Samuel and the prophets— 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 
35Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so 
that they might rise again to a better life. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. 37They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38of whom the world was not 

worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
 39And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40since 
God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse John 5:39 
 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that 

bear witness about me. 

 

Luke 1:26–38 Luke 1:26–38 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to 
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name 

was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she 
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the 

angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And 

behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, 

“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 
  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

Office Hymn: 572 In the Shattered Bliss of Eden LSB 572 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Taste and see the bliss of heaven 

    Known by saints around the throne, 
Where the Lamb, in closest union, 

    Lives to love and feed His own. 
From His riven side forever 
    Flows the purest stream of love, 



Love that robes us with the raiment 
    Worn by all who feast above. 

 
6 Gone the bliss of Eden’s garden, 

    Gone the age of sacrifice; 
Ours the time of grace and favor, 

    Ours the call to paradise! 
Ever, Lord, impress upon us: 
    Only You can cover sin— 

Take our worthless, self-made garments; 
    Clothe our shame and cleanse within. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 

Text: © 2002 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005679 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 

 
Stand 

 

Magnificat LSB 248 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Sit 

 

Prayer 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the 

Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who 

protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 

mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 



Confession and Absolution 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 

the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 



 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this 

day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 



 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Hymn to Depart: 351 Creator of the Stars of Night LSB 351 

 

 



 

 
 

5 O Thou, whose coming is with dread 
To judge the living and the dead, 

Preserve us from the ancient foe 

While still we dwell on earth below. 
 

D 6 To God the Father and the Son 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 

Praise, honor, might, and glory be 
From age to age eternally. Amen. 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Sarum plainsong, c. 9th cent., mode IV 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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