
 
Celebration Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  August 17, 2025 

 
  Take this bulletin home and use it for prayer,  

  Scripture reading, and encouragement throughout the week. 

 

 



-2- 

 

 
 

Celebration Lutheran Church 
LCMS 

 
810 Roberts Road 

St. Johns, Florida 32259 

(904) 230-2496 
www.celebrationlutheran.org 

 
 
 

Pastor: Rev. Santiago Keinbaum 
pastor@celebrationlutheran.org 

 
 

Director of Music Ministry: Deborah DeGrado 
music@celebrationlutheran.org 

 
 

Congregational President 
Kenny Lovelady 

president@celebrationlutheran.org 
 
 

Board of Elders:  
Tom Anderson, Adam Bringman, Rich Larson,  

John Schumacher, Gary Vondrasek 
elders@celebrationlutheran.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



-3- 

 

Welcome to Celebration Lutheran Church 
 

You have entered a holy place where Christ serves His people. In the Divine Service, He 
forgives sins, feeds the faithful, and strengthens His Church through Word and Sacrament. 
He does this to prepare us to live by faith, love our neighbor, and bear witness in the world. 
 
Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, a visitor, or new to the faith, we are glad you are here. 
May you receive His mercy, His promises, and His peace. 
 

 

What to Know Before Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
 

Our Communion Statement 
 
We believe, teach, and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the Sacrament 
of the Altar. His body and blood are given in, with, and under the bread and wine for the 
forgiveness of sins, just as He says: “This is My body… this is My blood” (Matthew 26:26–28). 
 
In faithfulness to God’s Word and in care for all who commune, we practice closed communion. 
All who are baptized, instructed, and confirmed members of this congregation or of a 
congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod are welcome to 
receive the Sacrament. In receiving the Lord’s Supper, we not only receive Christ’s gifts 
but also confess a shared faith. 
 
Communion is not a general Christian right. It is an invitation to the holy banquet, and 
our Lord calls us to be prepared, clothed in faith and understanding. Scripture warns, 
“Whoever eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself” 
(1 Corinthians 11:29).  
 
Those not communing today may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms. 
Before communing, Luther’s Small Catechism encourages each Christian to ask: 
 
Do I believe I am a sinner? 
 
Do I believe in Christ and His words in the Sacrament? 
 
Do I intend, with God’s help, to turn from sin? 
 
If you have questions, Pastor Keinbaum or one of the Elders would be glad to speak with you. 
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Preparing for the Divine Service 
 

Before the Service – Speak to God. 
During the Service – Let God speak to you. 
After the Service – Speak to one another. 
 
Please enter the sanctuary quietly and prayerfully, allowing others time for reflection. We ask 
that all electronic devices be silenced before the Service begins. 
 
“Let all the earth keep silence before Him.” (Habakkuk 2:20) 
 

Prayer before the Service 
Almighty and eternal God, I, a poor, unworthy sinner, come before You in the name of Jesus 
Christ. I pray that You would graciously prepare my heart by Your Holy Spirit, that I may rightly 
hear Your Word, receive Your grace, and offer You praise and thanksgiving. strengthen my 
faith and lead me in holiness of life, that I may serve You in joy, now and forever. Amen.  

 
 

Reading Summary 
What the Word Is About This Week 

 
 

Christ’s Suffering and Death Bring Division 
 

The Lord Jesus causes fear and trembling and division because His Word is 
“like fire … and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces” (Jer. 23:29). His 
Law puts us all to death, whereas only His Gospel can bring us to life. He has 
fulfilled that Word for us by His cross and in His resurrection from the dead. 
He undergoes such a distressing baptism, accomplished by His death, in order 
to open the way for us through our Holy Baptism into His cross and 
resurrection.  
 
So, then, if we are able “to interpret the appearance of earth and sky” (Luke 
12:56), let us mark this sign of His cross — recognizing that this world is 
subject to death, but knowing that Christ Jesus also has conquered death and 
obtained life everlasting for us. Let us fix our eyes on “Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith,” and “run with endurance the race that is set before us” 
(Heb. 12:1–2). 
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Processional Hymn 
 
Blessed Jesus, at Your Word  LSB 904 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. 
unknown, alt. 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 
Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit 

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; 
 he will never permit the righteous to be moved. 
Give ear to my prayer, O God, 
 and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy! 
For it is not an enemy who taunts me—then I could bear it; 
 it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—then I could hide from him. 
But it is you, a man, my equal, 
 my companion, my familiar friend. 
We used to take sweet counsel together; 
 within God’s house we walked in the throng. 
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But I call to God, 
 and the LORD will save me. 
Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you; 
 he will never permit the righteous to be moved. 

 
Gloria Patri LSB 187 

 

 
 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  LSB 189 

 

 
  

 
  

P Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of Christ. United with 
Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His 
redeeming work and daily follow in His way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  

 
 
Sit 
 
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16–29 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to 
you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth 
of the LORD. They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well 
with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall 
come upon you.’” 

For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 
 to see and to hear his word, 
 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
Behold, the storm of the LORD! 
 Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 
 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
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The anger of the LORD will not turn back 
 until he has executed and accomplished 
 the intents of his heart. 
In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 

“I did not send the prophets, 
 yet they ran; 
I did not speak to them, 
 yet they prophesied. 
But if they had stood in my council, 
 then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them from their evil way, 
 and from the evil of their deeds. 

“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? Can a man hide himself 
in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? 
declares the LORD. I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my 
name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ How long shall there be lies in the heart 
of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, who 
think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, even 
as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 
 
 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my 
word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. Is not my word 
like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 
 for those who fear him lack nothing! 
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 
Epistle Hebrews 11:17—12:3 
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises 
was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your 
offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from 
which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. By faith Isaac invoked future blessings 
on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing 
in worship over the head of his staff. By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention 
of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 
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By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because 
they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith 
Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing 
rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 
He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was 
looking to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for 
he endured as seeing him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the 
blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. 
  
By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted 
to do the same, were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been 
encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 
  
And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, 
put foreign armies to flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others 
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they 
were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about 
in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
 
And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be 
made perfect. 
  
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 
 
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may 
not grow weary or fainthearted. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 12:49–56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
  

 
  
[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! I 
have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 
Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For 
from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against 
three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter 
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law.” 
  
He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower 
is coming.’ And so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There 
will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
  



-13- 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 

Stand 
 
Offertory LSB 192 
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Sit 

 
Offering  
 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P Lord of hosts, our fathers in the faith gave a good confession of Your truth before the powers of 

this world. In the spirit of Jeremiah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses, strengthen our hearts in 

days of division to confess in our words and lives the glory of Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 
P O Lord, bless this congregation and our life together around the Word and table of the Lord. 

Grant that the work of God would go forth from this place, and that it would bless and prosper all 

things according to His will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, be with those who have wandered from the faith, those who have been absent 

from the Lord’s house, and those we have hurt or wounded in word and deed. Reconcile them to Yourself, 

that they would know the forgiveness of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Lord God, You called Jeremiah as a youth and used Him in Your service. We give You thanks 

for the young Christians You have made Your children. By Your Word, strengthen them for daily 

life, and help them to grow as Your people. Keep them and all youth in Your care. Lord, in Your 

mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Merciful Lord, grant healing to the sick, especially to those we now silently name in our hearts. 

Give strength to the weak, endurance to bear up under trial, patience to await Your deliverance, 

and peace at the last. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Holy One, sanctify and keep all who come to Your table this day by Your Word and Holy Spirit, 

that they would receive the body and blood of Your Son in sincere repentance and firm faith and 

to their abundant blessing, bringing forth the fruits thereof in peace and joy. Lord, in Your mercy,  
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C hear our prayer. 

 

P Almighty Father, Your dear Son suffered and died for our redemption. Embolden us by the 

witness of that great company of saints who remained faithful unto death, that we would likewise 

fix our eyes on Christ and so share in His victory over the grave; through the same Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace 
be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 
5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3). 

 
Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form 
of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the 
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
   as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
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Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 
 
Distribution 
 
Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior  LSB 619 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017168 
Tune: Public domain 
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Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

P  Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children 
but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
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constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

  
 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 
Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 

P 
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Recessional Hymn 
 
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  LSB 924 
 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Praying for Those in Need 
 

In the Divine Service today, we lift up those in need of healing, comfort, strength, and 
peace. If you would like someone to be named in the Prayer of the Church during the 
Service, or if you need private prayer, please speak with Pastor Keinbaum or one of the Elders. 
 

“Cast all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) 

 
From the Treasurer 

 

Monthly Offering Goal – August 
Goal Progress:  29% 

  
 

  
Thank you for your faithful and generous giving. Your offerings support the preaching of 
the Word and the administration of the Sacraments, the care of souls, and the ongoing 
work of the Church here at Celebration Lutheran. 
 
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

  
Life Together at Celebration 

 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE SCHOOL will NOT meet today following the service. Volunteers 
are still needed to serve in this growing ministry. Please see Ellie Brand. 

 
OFFERING COUNTERS NEEDED: We are looking for a few volunteers to help 
count the offering after Divine Service. If you are interested, please see Emily Anderson or 
email her at treasurer@celebrationlutheran.org. 

 
YOUTH AND FAMILY NIGHT: All ages welcome on Wednesday, August 20th!  We 
will start with a taco dinner at 5:30pm, a devotional at 6:00pm with Pastor Keinbaum, 
and age group break outs at 6:30pm (over the next few weeks the high schoolers will find 
out if they can escape the Plagues of Egypt in an escape room themed game, while the 
younger kids continue to work on craft projects and play Bible themed games). Feel free 
to join us for all or part of the night! 

 
LOOKING AHEAD: Middle Schoolers are invited to the Florida/Georgia Youth Gathering, 
November 7th-9th. See Hillary, or email: youth@celebrationlutheran.org, if your child is 
interested in attending, or if you are interested in serving as a chaperone! 
 

mailto:youth@celebrationlutheran.org
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FELLOWSHIP: If you would like to contribute a treat for Fellowship after the service, 
please sign up on the sheet in the lobby, or see Trent Janney. Signing up does not obligate you 
to an entire meal! Any snacks are appreciated.  
 

CHRIST’S CUPBOARD PANTRY is totally out of brown grocery bags that are filled 
each week for the drive-through food bank. The panty uses 110 bags each week.  
 

The Pantry inventory is very low and in need of your donations. Please see the website for 
a list of items needed. There is a food donation bin to the left or the office door. Your 
donations can be placed in that bin. If you have a large donation or if the donation bin is full, 
please call Lynn at 904-514-5621 to meet at the church to unload your donations.   
 

THRIVENT MEMBERS: If you or one of your family members have a Thrivent Life 
Insurance policy or Thrivent investments, you may have grants or Choice Dollars available to 
you. These grants can be used to supplement the ministries of your choice. 
 

If you need any help writing a grant application or releasing your Choice dollars, please see 
Lynn Ramsey.   
 

Have you seen our APP? You can now stay connected through our 
mobile app, website, and TV app. Stream worship services, give your offerings, 
sign up for ministry events, and grow your faith in one place. 

  
Search for Celebration Lutheran Church in your App store or Google 
Play Store We hope these tools will help us walk together in Christ’s love and 
share His light with the world. 

 

 
August Calendar 

 
 17 9:00 am Bible Study led by Pastor Keinbaum 
  9:45 am Coffee & Service Preparation 
  10:15 am Divine Service 
  11:15 am Fellowship  
  11:30 am Lay Programs and Children’s Sunday School 
 19 9:00 am Christ’ s Cupboard Preparation (Volunteers Welcome!)  
 20 8:00 am Christ’s Cupboard Distribution Volunteers Welcome!) 
 20 3:30-5:30 Pastor Keinbaum’s Office Hours 

20 5:30-7:00 Youth and Family Night 
22 6:30 pm AA Meeting 

 23 7:30 am AA Meeting 
 
To see the full calendar scan the QR code.  
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DEVOTION 
If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 

 
“What can these anxious cares avail thee, These never-ceasing moans and sighs? What can 
it help if thou bewail thee, O’er each dark moment as it flies? Our cross and trials do but 
press the heavier for our bitterness. Be patient and await His leisure In cheerful hope, with 
heart content To take what’er thy Father’s pleasure And His discerning love hath sent, Nor 
doubt our inmost wants are known To Him who choose us for His own.” 
 
People sometimes speak of having a “cross to bear.” They may refer to an illness or loss, to 
difficult circumstances in life or perhaps to a time of spiritual struggle and testing. Our hymn 
carries a warning about our tendency to add to our cross-shaped burdens: “Our cross and trials 
do but press the heavier for our bitterness.” Anxious fear or bitterness towards God only add 
to the weight of that cross. Yet even apart from any bitterness, we will very likely have 
questions and doubts. We offer up prayers that begin with a question: “Why?” 
 
The hymn counsels us to be patient as we bear the cross that has been sent to us and to “await 
His leisure,” that is, to wait with patience for God’s own timing and ordering of events. As 
we endure the weight of the cross, we continue to bring our petitions before the throne of 
God. We take our sorrow, pain, and even our complaints to Him. He wants us to call on Him 
in times of trouble and at all times. God will answer our prayers according to His will and 
His all-knowing, discerning love. 
 
According to that same all-knowing, discerning love, God laid the burden of a cross on His 
own Son. He sent Jesus our Savior to bear the heavy weight of a wooden cross for the sake 
of our salvation. Jesus, crucified for us, bore the even greater weight of our sins as He hung 
dying on the cross. Through His sacrifice and His resurrection, the burden of sin has been 
lifted from us. We are declared innocent because Jesus died for us. Without fear or hesitation, 
we can bring our wants and needs before the throne of God. We can be certain that our 
loving Heavenly Father, who gave His Son for us, knows “our inmost wants.”  
 
Through the weight of the crosses we must bear, God calls us to repentance and draws us 
closer to Himself. He already knows what each day will bring for us (see Psalm 139:16). He 
already knows how long our cross-bearing will last. Even our bitterness, fears, or doubts 
cannot cause our Heavenly Father to turn away because, in Christ Jesus, God “chose us for 
His own.” 
 
WE PRAY: Lord Jesus, help me to bear my cross and faithfully follow You. Amen. 
 
This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Carol Geisler. It is based on the hymn, “If Thou But 
Trust in God to Guide Thee,” which is number 750 in the Lutheran Service Book. 
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Reflection Questions: 
 

1. How does having burdens make us more sensitive to other people’s plights? 

2. Do you know someone who has a demanding situation in life to deal with, and who 

bears it well? What can you learn from them? 

3. What comfort does it bring you to know that you are “fearfully and wonderfully 

made” by God? (See Psalm 139.) 

 
 

 
NOTES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please take the Service bulletin home. It is prepared with great care to serve as a tool to reflect 

and be fed by the Word of God throughout the week.  
 


