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Welcome to Celebration Lutheran Church

You have entered a holy place where Christ serves His people. In the Divine Service, He
forgives sins, feeds the faithful, and strengthens His Church through Word and Sacrament.
He does this to prepare us to live by faith, love our neighbor, and bear witness in the world.

Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, a visitor, or new to the faith, we are glad you are here.
May you receive His mercy, His promises, and His peace.

What to Know Before Receiving the Lord’s Supper

Our Communion Statement

We believe, teach, and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly present in the Sacrament
of the Altar. His body and blood are given in, with, and under the bread and wine for the
forgiveness of sins, just as He says: “This is My body... this is My blood” (Matthew 26:26—28).

In faithfulness to God’s Word and in care for all who commune, we practice closed communion.
All who are baptized, instructed, and confirmed members of this congregation or of a
congregation in fellowship with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod are welcome to
receive the Sacrament. In receiving the Lord’s Supper, we not only receive Christ’s gifts
but also confess a shared faith.

Communion is not a general Christian right. It is an invitation to the holy banquet, and
our Lord calls us to be prepared, clothed in faith and understanding. Scripture warns,
“Whoever eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on
himself” (1 Corinthians 11:29).

Those not communing today may come forward for a blessing by crossing their arms.
Before communing, Luther’s Small Catechism encourages each Christian to ask:

Do I believe I am a sinner?
Do I believe in Christ and His words in the Sacrament?
Do I intend, with God’s help, to turn from sin?

If you have questions, Pastor Keinbaum or one of the Elders would be glad to speak with you.



Preparing for the Divine Service

Before the Service — Speak to God.
During the Service — Let God speak to you.
After the Service — Speak to one another.

Please enter the sanctuary quietly and prayerfully, allowing others time for reflection. We ask
that all electronic devices be silenced before the Service begins.

“Let all the earth keep silence before Him.” (Habakkuk 2:20)

Prayer before the Service

Almighty and eternal God, I, a poor, unworthy sinner, come before You in the name of
Jesus Christ. I pray that You would graciously prepare my heart by Your Holy Spirit, that I may
rightly hear Your Word, receive Your grace, and offer You praise and thanksgiving.
strengthen my faith and lead me in holiness of life, that I may serve You in joy, now and forever.
Amen.

Reading Summary
What the Word Is About This Week

The Prayer of the Church is the Voice of Faith

Jesus catechizes His disciples in the way of faith by teaching them how to pray. He promises
us: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to
you” (Luke 11:9). If earthly fathers know how to give good gifts to their children, “how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him” (Luke 11:13). Thus,
father Abraham was bold in his prayer because he believed the gracious promise of the
Lord, that he would “surely become a great and mighty nation” (Gen. 18:18). When we pray
in Jesus’ name, we also hold “fast to the Head” (Col. 2:19), “rooted and built up in him and
established in the faith” (Col. 2:6—7).




Processional Hymn

LSB 594
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Text: Latin, c. 10th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936,
Tune: Antiphoner, 1681, Paris
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

Stand

alt.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

® >

Amen.

®

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our



(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

(P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 119:145—149; antiphon: Psalm 50:15

(P] Call upon me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.
With my whole heart I cry; answer me, O LORD!
I will keep your statutes.
I call to you; save me,
that I may observe your testimonies.
I rise before dawn and cry for help;
I hope in your words.
My eyes are awake before the watches of the night,
that I may meditate on your promise.
Hear my voice according to your steadfast love;
O LORD, according to your justice give me life.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P) Call upon me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.
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Kyrie
LSB 152
(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

(P] For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

o D I | —.}

Lord, have mer - cy.

(P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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This Is the Feast LSB 155
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.
O Lord, let Your merciful ears be attentive to the prayers of Your servants, and by
Your Word and Spirit teach us how to pray that our petitions may be pleasing before
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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A - men

Sit

Old Testament Reading Genesis 18:20-33

Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their
sin is very grave, I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the
outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”

So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the
LORD. Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with
the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away
the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such
a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the
LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for
their sake.”

Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am

but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the

whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”

Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the

sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak.

Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He
9.



said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.”
He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the
Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” And the LORD went his way, when he
had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt.

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news,
who publish peace and bring good news of salvation.

Their voice has gone out to all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the world.

Epistle Colossians 2:6-19
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For
in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is
the head of all rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having
been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in
the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having
forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities
and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard
to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, but the
substance belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship
of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind,
and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together
through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Holy Gospel Luke 11:1-13
(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them, “When
you pray, say:
“Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread,

and forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to
him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have
nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is
now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? I tell
you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because
of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will
be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be
opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a
serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
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(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
Hymn of the Day
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (st. 1): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 2—-4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, alt.
Tune: attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546 Text (st. 1): Public domain
Text (sts. 2-4): © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017168 Tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

(P) In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For faith to offer our petitions and unburden our hearts from the weight of sin and
trouble, and that we would live in the light of God’s promises, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For Pastor Keinbaum, that the Lord would grant him wisdom, peace, and clarity as he
considers the Call to serve among us, and that in all things, God's good and gracious will
would be done, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

13-



(P) That all the families of the people of God would live in prayer, and thus come to know
the full blessing of God’s fatherly care, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For prayerful hearts that leave all vengeance in the hands of God and trust His justice to
preserve the righteous and vanquish the wicked, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For all who suffer, that God, who heard and considered the prayers of Abraham, would
spare them and draw them ever closer to Himself, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

(P) For a child’s confidence as we come to the Lord’s table this day, that we might approach
in sure and certain faith so that, in the gifts of Christ’s body and blood, the forgiveness we ask
for will be given and the life we seek we will find, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

(P) Heavenly Father, we ask Your blessing and look to You as the Giver of all good gifts.
Make us ever eager to come to You in prayer and thanksgiving, as Your Son has taught us.
By Your Holy Spirit, bring us to behold in Christ the fulfillment of those things for which we
pray — Your holy name, Your coming kingdom, daily bread, forgiveness, shelter in
temptation and deliverance from every evil; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace
be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt.
5:22—24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Sit
Offering
Stand
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Offertory LSB 159
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface
(P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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(P)  Lift up your hearts.
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(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P] It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form
of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying;:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

P

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My *}+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

-17-



Pax Domini
(P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Sit
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Distribution

Distribution Hymns
Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
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4 One bread, one cup, one bod -y, we, Re - joic - ing
5 Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum -bly pray: @) keep us
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in our u - n -ty Pro - claim Your love un -
stead - fast till  that  day When  each will be Your
#@n = o —r — ! T
P H ! i S o e o o
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sins for - giv’n, The «cer - tain joys of heirs of heav’n.
here re - ceive, And all we are to You we give.
til You come To  bring Your scat - tered loved ones home.
wel - comed guest In heav - en’s high and ho - ly feast.

Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844-1932, alt.

Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim

Text and tune: Public domain
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We Know That Christ Is Raised
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1 We know that  Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in  His sav - ing death.
3 The Fa-ther’s splen - dorclothes the Son with life.
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Em-braced by death, He broke its fear - ful hold;
Re - born, we share with Him an Eas - ter life
The Spir - it’s pow - er shakes the Church of God.
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And our de - spair He turned to blaz - ing joy.
As liv - ing mem - bers  of a liv - ing Christ.
Bap - tized, we live with God the Three in One.
f) [——— [———— L
p” Al [ [ I | | I
ANV N : l =I -I I? =
Q) |
Al - le - lu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ial
Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: John B. Geyer, 1932-2020, alt. Tune: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924Text: © John B. Geyer.

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017168 Tune: Public domain

Stand
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Post-Communion Collect

(P} Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come
in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
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A - men.
Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
— i i — ] | i I
[ [ | [ | [ |
S = e
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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Recessional Hymn

Thge Church’s One Foundation sts. 1-5 LSB 644
# ,
A i i I i i | . — I I i
I ¢ L E—— —— — ] | ! ! o [ i -
o Z—e—9—9—
1 The Church’s one foun-da-tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2E - lect from ev - ’ry na-tion, Yet one o’er all the earth;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion With God, the Three in One,
) . . .
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
Her char-ter of sal - va - tion: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
And mys - tic sweet com-mu - nion With those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
One ho - ly name she bless - es, Par - takes one ho - ly food,
Yet saints their watch are keep - ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till  with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
0] bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by Your grace
B
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And to one hope she press - es With ev-’ry grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face.
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt.
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76
Text and tune: Public domain
Acknowledgments

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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Praying for Those in Need

In the Divine Service today, we lift up those in need of healing, comfort, strength, and
peace. If you would like someone to be named in the Prayer of the Church during the
Service, or if you are in need of private prayer, please speak with Pastor Keinbaum or one
of the Elders.

“Cast all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)

From the Treasurer

Monthly Offering Goal — July
Goal Progress: 65%

Thank you for your faithful and generous giving. Your offerings support the preaching of
the Word and the administration of the Sacraments, the care of souls, and the ongoing
work of the Church here at Celebration Lutheran.

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Life Together at Celebration

Thank You, Pastor Hermann!

Once again, we were privileged to have Pastor Hermann presiding over our service today
in Pastor Keinbaum’s absence. It is always a pleasure to have Pastor Hermann here with
us to share the Word and lead us in worship.

Children’s Bible School

There will be a Bible School session today. Volunteers are needed to serve in this growing
ministry. Please see Ellie Brand.

Altar Guild is seeking a few volunteers to assist in this special ministry. Members prepare

the Communion elements each week for service, and prepare the Altar area banners and
flowers on an on-going basis. Please see Leslie Shumacher.
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Christ’s Cupboard is in Need! Christ’s Cupboard, our ministry to those in need of
food staples, is low on the following items:

e All canned vegetables and fruits e Mac ‘n Cheese

e Instant and canned potatoes e White rice, any beans
e RTE/large and small soups ¢ Dinty Moore stew

e All types pasta and spaghetti e Cake mixes

e Spaghetti sauce e Canned frosting

VOLUNTEERS:! As our congregation continues to grow, several of our ministries are
being managed by one or two volunteers. We need to provide alternates for these faithful
servants. If you are looking for a place to serve, please see an Elder or Kenny Lovelady to
lend a hand. There are many different areas in which you can serve!

What if 45 minutes could deepen your faith?
Join us for Bible study Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. All are welcome.

Service Bulletin

Please take the Service bulletin home. It is a great tool to reflect and be fed by the Word of
God throughout the week. It is prepared with care and attention to help you remain rooted
in the Word, even after Sunday.

Quarterly Financial Statements: Available upon request. Please email our
treasurer, Emily Anderson, at treasurer@celebrationlutheran.org or call the church office
if you would like a copy.

We’ve Officially Launched!

Praise God—our new digital platforms are live! You can now stay connected through our
mobile app, website, and TV app. Stream worship services, give your offerings, sign up for
ministry events, and grow in faith—all in one place.

Dive in by searching for Celebration Lutheran Church in your
App Store or Google Play Store. We rejoice in this new chapter,
trusting that these tools will help us walk together in Christ’s love and
share His light with the world.
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July Calendar

27 9:00 am Bible Study led by Pastor Hermann
9:45 am Coffee & Preparation
10:15 am Divine Service
11:15 am Fellowship
11:30 am Lay Programs and Sunday School
29 9:00 am Christ’ s Cupboard Preparation (Volunteers Welcome!)
30 8:00 am Christ’s Cupboard Distribution Volunteers Welcome!)
1 6:30 pm AA Meeting
1 8:00 am Men’s Bible Study at First Watch
2 7:30 am AA Meeting

Want to see the full calendar? Scan the QR code:

Devotion
Come and See

Psalm 66:5-7 Come and see what God has done: He is awesome in His deeds toward the
children of man. He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. There
did we rejoice in Him, who rules by His might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the
nations—let not the rebellious exalt themselves.

The psalmist issues an invitation to all who will listen: “Come and see what God has done!”
He wants everyone to know about God’s awesome deeds toward the children of man, the
ways in which God acted in human history to save His people. With mighty acts of power,
God set the people of Israel free from slavery in Egypt. He turned back the waters of the
Red Sea so the Israelites could escape from the Egyptian chariots and cross in safety on
dry land. Years later, God held back the water of the Jordan River so His people could
cross over into the Promised Land. There the people rejoiced in the God who saved them,
the God who rules in might forever.

Those mighty acts of God resulted in freedom from slavery for the Israelites and a new life
in the Promised Land. Centuries later in that same Promised Land, an angel issued a
similar invitation to come and see what God had done. These were awesome deeds of God
carried out in human history, mighty acts of power that resulted in freedom and new life.
The angel invited some astonished and frightened women to see what God had done. Jesus
Christ had risen from the dead! The angel called the women to look into the empty tomb
that no longer held the body of their crucified and risen Lord: “Come and see the place
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where He lay” (Matthew 28:6b). The angel then sent the women on a mission: “Then go
quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead” (Matthew 28:7a).

The invitations of the psalmist and the angel are for us, too. In the pages of Holy Scripture,
we see and hear the awesome deeds of God. With the sight of faith we have seen the empty
tomb, and we believe that our Lord has risen from the dead. By God’s rich grace, through
faith in Jesus, we have been set free from slavery to sin.

In the waters of holy Baptism, God turned back the overwhelming flood of death to create
us anew as His holy people. By faith we have passed from slavery into freedom and from
death into life. One day our Lord will lead us safely into the promised land of His eternal
presence. God has given us His gracious invitation and His urgent command: “Come and
see. Go and tell!” We want everyone to see and hear the awesome deeds of God. Like the
psalmist, we have an invitation for the world: “Come and see what God has done!”

WE PRAY: Lord, empower us to invite others to come and see Your awesome deeds!
Amen.

This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Carol Geisler.
Reflection Questions:

1. From what has God set you free in your life?

2. If you were to say, “Come and see what God has done!” what would you point out
to people?

3. How do you think God’s eternal promised land is different than the promised land
experienced by the people of Israel?
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Notes

Take this bulletin home and use it for prayer, Scripture reading, and
encouragement throughout the week.




