Don’t Tap Out

Acts 16:23-26



Acts 16:23-26 - King James Version

» 23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them
into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: 22 Who, having
received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made
their feet fast in the stocks. 2> And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed,
and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. %6 And
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the
prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and
every one's bands were loosed.



* Philippians 1:19-20 - ¥ For | know that this will turn out for my
deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ, 29 according to my earnest expectation and hope that in
nothing | shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now
also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.



» 2 Timothy 4:6-8 - ®For | am already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7| have fought the
good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. 8 Finally,
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only
but also to all who have loved His appearing.

e Paul was not worried when his life would end, Paul was concerned
with his faithfulness to the end.



* Psalm 91:14-16 - ¥ The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me. |
will protect those who trust in my name. > When they call on me, |
will answer; | will be with them in trouble. | will rescue and honor
them. 8| will reward them with a long life and give them my
salvation.” (NLT)

* Paul and Silas not only had faith they would see freedom, but they
had faith in God’s plan and God'’s will



* Psalm 5:11-12 - 1 But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You;
Let them ever shout for joy, because You defend them; Let those also
who love Your name be joyful in You. 2 For You, O Lord, will bless the
righteous; With favor You will surround him as with a shield.

* | praise because | know who my God truly is!



* Habakkuk 3:17-19 - ¥ Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit
be on the vines; Though the labor of the olive may fail, and the fields
vield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, and
there be no herd in the stalls—18Yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will joy
in the God of my salvation. ** The Lord God is my strength; He will

make my feet like deer’s feet, and He will make me walk on my high
hills.



* We praise, many times, by faith.

* Praise focuses my attention off of me and my problems and back on
God my Strength and Provider.

* Praise and problems cannot occupy the same space.



* Prayer & Praise Produce Perseverance

* Another word for perseverance could be defiance.

* The devil and the circumstances were not going to dictate Paul and
Silas’ hearts and attitudes.



* We are not trying to “win”; through Jesus Christ we have already
won.

* The devil has lost; he has already been judged and condemned.
Whatever he may have thought about the cross at Calvary, Jesus’
resurrection has claimed victory forever and ever.



* 2 Chronicles 20:20-22 - 29So they rose early in the morning and went
out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out, Jehoshaphat
stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of
Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be established;
believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.” 2 And when he had
consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to
the Lord, and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went
out before the army and were saying: “Praise the Lord, for His
mercy endures forever.” 22 Now when they began to sing and to
praise, the Lord set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab,
and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were
defeated. .




2 Corinthians 6:3-10 - 3 We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of
us, and no one will find fault with our ministry. 4 In everything we do, we show
that we are true ministers of God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships
and calamities of every kind. > We have been beaten, been put in prison, faced
angry mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured sleepless nights, and gone without
food. ® We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our patience, our
kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, and by our sincere love. 7 We faithfully
preach the truth. God’s power is working in us. We use the weapons of
righteousness in the right hand for attack and the left hand for defense. 8 We
serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they slander us or
praise us. We are honest, but they call us impostors. ® We are ignored, even
though we are well known. We live close to death, but we are still alive. We have
been beaten, but we have not been killed. 19 Our hearts ache, but we always have
joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual riches to others. We own nothing, and yet

we have everything. (NLT?
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